
Join us for our livestream at https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/  
or https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ  

Zoom Coffee Hour: URL: https://zoom.us/j/753360733 

Ascension Sunday 
May 16, 2021 

10:30 AM 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
https://zoom.us/j/753360733


Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s welcomes all regardless of  age, economic 

status, ethnic background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We 
affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave  nor free, there is 

neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 

May 16 

In-Person Worship Resumes June 6 with worship in the sanctuary at 8:00 and 10:30 AM. Fill 

out this questionnaire (https://tinyurl.com/3s49f4nn) to help with these services. 

Altar Flowers: With worship returning to the sanctuary on June 6, altar flowers will resume! 

Please sign up in the rear entry. The weekly flower cost to the church is $80. Please give as you 

are able, online or with a check.  

In-Person Services: Our next in-person outdoor service will be TODAY at 5:00 PM. On May 

23 at 8:30 AM there will be an indoor service in Hinman Hall. These services will be offered 

biweekly and we ask that you RSVP. Masks are required for both indoor and outdoor services. 

Information Session for Flexible Seating: A final session will take place in person, TODAY at 

6:00 PM, following the 5:00 PM Outdoor Service. Come to ask questions and offer feedback as 

the Congregation Council continues the process of  discerning how to move forward. 

Cross Roads Fundraiser, 500 Gifts in May: Help Cross Roads recover from the effects of  the 

pandemic and ensure its future ministry through a generous challenge for all gifts made in May. 

Each gift made by May 31 will receive an additional $200 added to it, up to $100,000! Click 

here (www.crossroadsretreat.com/online-donation) to give and for more information. 

ASP Calendar Fundraiser for Youth Missions/Appalachia Service Project has ended. Total up 

your collection and write a check to St. John’s with ASP on the memo line, or visit the church 

website to give online: Established Funds, Youth Missions, add donation amount and ASP to 
the comment box. Many thanks for participating in this virtual fundraiser! 

Rally for Social Ministry: Help us support five of  St. John’s hunger and housing ministry 

partners. Beginning May 23 for five weeks, we will raise at least $1,000, supporting a different 

group each week. If  the total goal of  $5000 is raised, the committee will make a $500 donation. 

There will be a celebration rally after the 5:00 PM service on June 27 with music, dancing, 

fellowship, sandwich-making for Bridges, and a food drive. Join us! 

Save the Date for a Farewell & Godspeed for Margaret Sherman: Mark your calendars as we 

bid farewell to lifelong member Margaret Sherman on June 6 at 2:00 PM. Details to follow. 

HeartSaver First Aid/CPR/AED is being held at St. John’s on June 19 at 9:00 AM to teach 

skills needed to recognize emergencies and give first aid. Contact Jane Bowman at 
janekay.b@comcast.net or 908-447-8865. 

Final Zoom Children’s Time, TODAY at 9:30 AM. Join: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/86580617100. Look for children’s programming to resume in the fall. 

Final Evening Prayer: May 19 at 7:00 PM on both our Facebook and YouTube pages.  

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust 

ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church. 

https://tinyurl.com/3s49f4nn
https://www.crossroadsretreat.com/online-donation/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86580617100
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86580617100
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of  baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to 

life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled 
waters of  rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of  

cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share 
your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all 

praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of  God, now and forever. Amen. 

PRELUDE   “Ayre” By Georg Philipp Telemann (1681–1767) 

Evelyn Estava, violin 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Prayer Before Worship 

We thank you, almighty God, for the life of  Jesus among us,  

and that he reigns in power for us. Strengthen our hope and bless the work of  our hands,  

that we may live as his body in this world. In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 1 



GATHERING HYMN   Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise  

Text: Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

Music: LLANFAIR, Robert Williams (1781–1821) 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all 

heavens that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he 

abides with us on earth to the end of  time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE   ELW 380 Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!  

Verse 5  



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

FIRST READING   Acts 1:1–11 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself  alive 

to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of  God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait 

there for the promise of  the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John 

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 

the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of  the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of  their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of  Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
    

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING   Ephesians 1:15–23 
15I have heard of  your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the 

God of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of  glory, may give you a spirit of  wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of  your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of  his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of  his power for us who 

believe, according to the working of  his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has 
made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of  him who 

fills all in all. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL   Luke 24:44–53 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 

was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of  Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he 

said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 

third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of  sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of  these things. 49And see, I am sending 

upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.” 
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While 

he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they 

worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God. 
 

The Gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
HOMILY  The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ACS 991 Go to the World  



NICENE CREED 

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 
  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission through this congregation. If  you would 
like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC   Setting of  Llanfair By Douglas D. Haislip (b. 20th C.) 

Solid Brass Quartet  

 

 
 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of  heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 

praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

OFFERTORY   This Joyful Eastertide 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

SENDING HYMN    ELW 855 Crown Him with Many Crowns  

Verses 1, 3–5 

BLESSING 

God, who through the resurrection of  our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the victory, give you 

joy and peace in believing; and the blessing of  Almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 



DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE   Setting of  Llanfair By Benjamin Culli (b. 1975)   
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