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Hear Godj W

¢ ) *?e& Everyone is welcome. As people of God, St. John’s welcomes all
al I I g % regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender,
C\; physical or mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We affirm
O S e that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
LUTHERAN CHURCH O slaye nor frge, there is neither mgle nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)
% This 1s Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come.
Share Christ’s Love. o

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in contact
with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to all and you are
invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their noise and
restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers and a
professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the signs or ask any
member for directions.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If you are
unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be happy to
commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the mission of the
wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission partners. We are able to
support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. Download
the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use your own
headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon!

# Download on the GETITON
@& App Store » Google Play

Ministers: The People of St. John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Donna Garzinsky, Director of Music dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jessica Damrow Sherman, Communications Coordinator jdamrowsherman(@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton
Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery

We're delighted you're worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




PRELUDE Little Partita for Christmas on Es ist ein Ros

WELCOME

Please stand.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 264 Prepare the Royal Highway

By James Woodman
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His is no earth - ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore  him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore -told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No moreshall doubt as - sail you!
All lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind-ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho-san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!
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Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, in this Advent season, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again
the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come
to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our
disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us look forward to the
yearly remembrance of his birth with our hymns and carols of praise.

But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for unity
within the Church for which he died; and for protection for all in this city and in this nation.

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor
and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them that
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or
who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a great-
er light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one.

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.

THE LORD IS COMING
TO SAVE US AND IN
THE MORNING YOU
WILL SEE HIS GLORY.



Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:1-24

"Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to
the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” *The woman said to the
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; *but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit
of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” *But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not die; *for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” °So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took
of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. "Then the eyes
of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
loincloths for themselves.

*They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among the trees of the garden.
But the Lord GOD called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” '°’He said, “I heard the sound
of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” ""He said, “Who told you
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” '*The man
said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” “Then the
Lord GOD said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
tricked me, and I ate.”

"The Lord GOD said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon
your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. "°I will put enmity between you

and the woman, and between your offspring and hers, he will strike your head, and you will strike his
heel.”

1T'o the woman he said,
“I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire
shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”

7 And to the man he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which I
commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,” cursed 1s the ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it
all the days of your life; "*thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of
the field. "By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you
were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. ?'And the Lord GOD made
garments of skins for the man and for his wife, and clothed them.**Then the Lord GOD said, “See, the
man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, he might reach out his hand and take
also from the tree of life, and eat, and live forever” — *therefore the Lord GOD sent him forth from the
garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. **He drove out the man; and at the east of
the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the
tree of life.



CONGREGATIONAL CAROL ELW 245 Creator of the Stars of Night
Verse 1: All  Verse 2: Women/High Voices  Verse 3: Men/Low Voices  Verses 4 & 5: All
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1 Cre - a - tor of the stars of night, your peo -ple’s ev - er -
2 When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in
3 At  your great name, O Je - sus, now all knees must bend, all
4 Come in your ho - ly might, we pray, re-deem us for e -
5 To God the Fa - ther, God the Son, and God the Spir - it,
0 |
¥y D I
@@ o - . o . o — '
J ® o o
last - ing light, O Christ, re - deem -er of us all,
splen - dor bright, not  as a mon-arch, but the child
hearts must bow: all things on earth with one ac - cord,
ter - nal day; de - fend us while we dwell be - low
Three in  One, praise, hon - or, might, and glo - ry be
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we pray you hear us when we call
of Mar -y, bless - ed moth-er mild.
like those in heav’'n, shall call you Lord.
from all as -saults of our dread foe.
from age to age e - ter - nal - ly. A -  men

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM, plainsong mode IV
Text © 1940 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved.

SECOND LESSON Baruch 5:1-9
'Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the

glory from God. “Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the
diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; *for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. “For
God will give you evermore the name, "Righteous Peace, Godly Glory." *Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon
the height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the
Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. °For they went out from you on foot, led away by
their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. "For God has
ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, to make
level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. ®The woods and every fragrant tree have
shaded Israel at God's command. *For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the
mercy and righteousness that come from him.



Please stand.

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL ACS 902 Come, Now O God

Verse 1: All  Verse 2: Choir  Verse 3: All
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1 Come now, O God, when our love is for-sak - en.
2 Come, when we squan - der the free - dom you gave us.
3 Come, put an end to our self - serv-ing mad - ness.
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Come, when our bed - rock of faith has been shak - en.
Come, break the sys - tems of sin that en-slave  us.
Come, while the world is en - shroud - ed in sad - ness.
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Come, when our deep - est of hopes are mis - tak - en.
Come, though we won - der if you can still save us.
Come, turn the tears of our moum - ing to glad - ness.
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Come, Em - man - u - el Come, Em-man - u - el
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Music: LOST IN THE NIGHT, Finnish folk tune
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.
Please be seated.

THIRD LESSON Luke 3:1-6
'Tn the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, *during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. *He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, “as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah,

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

'"Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.

*Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,

and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;

%and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."



INSTRUMENTAL CAROL Freu dich sehr, O meine Seele, BWV 32

Recorder Ensemble

FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 11:1-9

'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. *The spirit of
the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. *His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; ‘but with righteousness he shall judge the

By J. S. Bach,
Arr. Donna Garzinsky

poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. *Righteousness shall be the belt around his
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. °The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie

down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.

"The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like
the ox. ¥The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on
the adder’s den. *They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Verse 1: All  Verse 2: Women/High Voices  Verse 3: Men/Low Voices  Verse 4: All
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der  stem hath
2 1 - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose I have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with  sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - jor, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; (0] Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flowr so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark-ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when  half-spent was  the night

bore to us a Sav - 1or, when  half-spent was  the night
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.
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Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth,

1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Kéln, 1599; arr. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

FIFTH LESSON Luke 1:26-38

?®In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, *’to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. **And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” ?But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. **The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. *’ And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. **He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” **Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” **The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *And
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. *’For nothing will be impossible with God.” *Then Mary said, “Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.



Please stand.

CONGREGATIONAL CAROL ELW 258 Unexpected and Mysterious

Verses 1 & 2: Choir  Verse 3: All
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ty and time, Mar-y learned that she would car -
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in our cour - age and we doubtwhat we have known, God is
God’s com-pas - sion, of E - liz - a-beth’s great joy, and she
in our long - ing to bringheal -ing to the earth, whilewe
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faith - ful to con-sole us as a moth-er tends her own.
ran  to greet the wom - an who would rec - og-nize her boy.
watchwith ~ joy and won - der for the prom-ised Sav-ior’s birth.

Text: Jeannette M. Lindholm, b. 1961

Music: ST. HELENA, Calvin Hampton, 1938-1984

Text © 2002 Jeannette M. Lindholm, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1977 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.




SIXTH LESSON John 1:1-18

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in the
beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. *He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. *The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

""He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 'He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. “But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth. °(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.””) *From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace. '"The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. '*No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who
has made him known.

Please be seated.

CHOIR CAROL “And Art Thou Come with Us to Dwell” By Allan Bullard
Adult Choir

And art thou come with us to dwell, O come, o come, Emmanuel,

our prince, our guide, our Lord? And ransom captive Israel.

And is thy name Emmanuel, That mourns in lonely exile here,

God present with his world restored? Until the Son of God appear.

The heart is glad for thee: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

it knows no one shall bid it err or mourn, shall come to thee, O Israel, Emmanuel.

And o’er its desert breaks the rose
in triumph o’er the grieving thorn.

Thou bringest all again; with thee

1s light, 1s space, 1s breadth, and room
for each thing fair, beloved and free,
to have its hour of life and bloom.

Each deepest instinct, unconfessed;
each hidden root, each cloud above
and all that life hath long repressed,
unfolds, revealing joy and love.

Thy reign eternal will not cease;

thy years are sure and glad, and strong,
within thy glorious world of peace

the humble creature makes its song.

The world is glad for thee:

the heart is glad for thee,

and all 1s well and fixed, and sure

because thou art,

whose name is called Emmanuel, Emmanuel.



Please stand.

COLLECT

Let us pray. O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus
Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold
him, when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
world without end. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both visitors and
members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring
electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or
scan this code. o

OFFERING MUSIC “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” By Larry Shackley
Please stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN ACS 901 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
Verse 3
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come to bless with fire and fra-grance hours of yearn-ing, hurt,and need.
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Child who comes to grace the man-ger, teach our hearts to wel-come you.
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: SUO GAN, Welsh melody
Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through
Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups.
You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup.
Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 256 Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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1 “Com - fort,com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor - row’s load.
call -ing wus to true re-pen - tance, since the reign of God 1is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.
_9_ _._ _2 -'_ Y IK\J Il -F _2 _._ F _'_ ,\ ra
P I ; —L P lP | | S
2 S TP | —r
| | ] | ~ | =1

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Let all mor - tal flesh keep si - lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand;
King of kings,yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way;
At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep -less eye,
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pon - der noth-ing earth-ly - mind-ed, for with bless-ing in  his hand
Lord of lords in hu - man ves-ture, in the bod - y and the blood,
as the Light of light, de - scend-ing from the realms of end - less day,
veil their fac - es to the  pres-ence, as with cease-less voice they cry:
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to  de - mand.
he will give to all the faith - ful his own self for heav’'n-ly  food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-nessclears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-ia! Al -1le-lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!”

Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-1885, alt.
Music: PICARDY, French folk tune, 17th cent.

Please stand.
BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

O Child of ecstasy and sorrows,

O Prince of peace and pain,
Brighten today’s world by tomorrow’s,
renew our lives again;

Lord Jesus, come and reign!

William Gay




SEVENTH LESSON Revelation 21:1-7, 22:12-13, 16-17, 20

'Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more. >And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. *And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God
himself will be with them; *he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” °Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the
water of life. "Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my
children. *See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. °T am
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” '°It is I, Jesus, who sent my
angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star.” '"The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And
let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.” **The one who
testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

COLLECT AND BLESSING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal,;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant you the fullness of
inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God

Almighty, the Father, the *+ Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.



SENDING HYMN ELW 436 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! he comes  with clouds de scend - ing,
2 Now re - demp - tion, long - ex pect - ed,
3 Yea, a - men, let all a dore thee,
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join to  sing the glad Te - frain:
thrill the trum - pet sound to hear:
claim the king - dom as thine own.
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Im - ia! Christ  the Lord re - turns to Teign.
Iu - ial See the day of God ap - pear!
lm - ial Thou  shalt reign, and thou a - lone!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
usic: HELMSLEY, Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is coming soon! Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Carol Setting on “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” By Emily Maxson Porter

Advent & Christmas Schedule

December 12

December 19

December 24

December 25

December 26

January 2

3" Sunday in Advent (Gaudete)
8:00 & 10:30 AM

4™ Sunday in Advent
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Decorating the Church
Caroling at 4:00 PM

Christmas Eve

3:00 PM Children’s Service

5:00 PM Candlelight Communion with Brass
10:00 PM Candlelight Communion with Brass

Christmas Day
10:30 AM

Christmas 1
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Christmas Lessons & Carols at both services

Epiphany of Our Lord (Transferred)
8:00 & 10:30 AM

All Sunday services at 10:30 AM are livestreamed as will the Christmas Eve 5:00 PM service.

To watch the services, visit St. John’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/StJohnsSummitNJ



December 5, 2021

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Harald & Laura Thieck and RJ Klein.

The 2022 Flower Chart is up! Please sign up. Weekly flowers cost St. John’s $80. Please donate as you
are able.

2022 Pledge Update To date, we have received 80 pledges totaling $410,650 toward our goal of
$450,000. Please be sure to submit your 2022 pledge card to the church office or online.

Join us for Advent intergenerational activities for children and adults, every Sunday in Advent at
9:00AM in Hinman Hall. Sing carols, do crafts, prepare for Bridges Run, and eat special treats specific to
each week.

Facebook Advent Calendar: Check out our online Advent calendar on our Facebook page, where we
will post each day of Advent through Epiphany, recipes, memories, fun facts and more.

Confirmation Class, TODAY at 5:30 PM.
Dinner Church: December 12, 6:00 PM. Join us for Word and sacrament in an intimate dinner setting.

Christmas Chancel Decorations: Suggested donations of $25— $100 may be made to decorate our
church for Christmas. Please sign up in the rear entryway by December 12 to be listed in the Christmas
bulletins.

The Advent Sale, November 28-December 19 in the chapel. We are feeling nostalgic this Advent
Season so our theme for this year is “Awaiting with Nostalgia,” bringing back memories of the past. We
will have items from the past, handmade crafts, a few traditional things, and ELCA Good Gifts will also
be available. All proceeds will go toward local food ministries.

LSMNJ Christmas Gift Cards are due TODAY.

Bridges Outreach: We will be preparing sustainable lunches to give to the homeless on Sunday,
December 12, at 9:00 AM, and doing a run to Newark on Saturday, December 18. Sign-ups are posted
in the rear entryway.

Church Decorating is planned for Sunday, December 19. Sign up in the narthex for the many tasks that
need to be completed to ready St. John’s for Christmas Eve. Pizza will be served!

Caroling, December 19 at 4:00 PM! All are welcome to join us as we carol through town.

Appalachia Service Project July 2-9, 2022 Update: Youth AND adults can still sign up for this
awesome service opportunity. The need in Appalachia is so great, ASP is permitting some all-adults
teams for the summer program usually geared to youth. This is a unique year and a great opportunity for
adults to try ASP. Contact Laura Snyder ASAP: njsnyders5@verizon.net.
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