
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 24, 2023 | 9:15 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen.  

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   Improvisation  Christopher Harlow-Jennings 

   

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, who was and is and is to come. Amen. 
 

Jesus says: I am coming soon.  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

A voice is crying in the wilderness: Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven has come near. 

Surely God is our salvation. Have faith and do not be afraid. 

 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess our sin before God. 
 

The assembly stands or kneels. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We confess 

that we have not expected your kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised 

judgement. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your 

justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to 

seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you ☩ in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Mighty God, your faithfulness is magnified in the coming of  your Son,  

in the long-awaited birth of  the promised Messiah.  

May we, like Mary, proclaim your greatness  
as we rejoice in our Savior, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 1 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 242 Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming 

love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

ADVENT CAROL   ELW 257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Verses 1–4 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of  

cedar, but the ark of  God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 

mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
 4But that same night the word of  the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 

Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house 

since the day I brought up the people of  Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 
about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of  Israel, 

did I ever speak a word with any of  the tribal leaders of  Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 

my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of  cedar?” 8Now therefore thus 
you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of  hosts: I took you from the pasture, 

from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever 

you went, and have cut off  all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great 
name, like the name of  the great ones of  the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people 

Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; 

and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord 

declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be 

made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

 SECOND READING   Romans 16:25–27 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of  

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of  the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is 

now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according 
to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of  faith—27to the only wise 

God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

GOSPEL   Luke 1:26–38 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of  the house of  David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of  greeting this might 

be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of  Jacob forever, and of  his kingdom there 

will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel 
said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of  the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of  God. 36And 

now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary 

said, “Here am I, the servant of  the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 

angel departed from her. 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

 

 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  



NICENE CREED 

With the whole Church, let us  confess our faith: 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 

Please stand. 
OFFERING HYMN   ELW 263 Savior of  the Nations, Come  

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to 

the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we 

share. Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your 

people in the world, announcing your advent among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by 

the power of  the Holy Spirit, ☩ through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 267 Joy to the World  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!  

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Improvisation  Harlow-Jennings 



Christmas Schedule 

 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 

  Festival Prelude with Choir & Brass……….4:30 PM 
  Christmas Eve Service–All-in Pagenant…...5:00 PM 

  Festival Prelude with Choir & Brass……….9:30 PM 

  Christmas Eve Festival Service…………….10:00 PM 
 

Dec. 25 Christmas Day 

  Christmas Morning Service………………..10:30 AM 
 

Dec. 31 Lessons & Carols for Christmas…………...10:30 AM 

Jan. 7  Baptism of Our Lord              8:00 & 10:30 AM 
  Epiphany Party      9:00 AM 
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