
Sunday after the Epiphany 
Baptism of Our Lord 

 

January 8, 2023 | 10:30 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 
Vicar Naeem Harry, Intern vicar@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 

Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Andrew Schanstra, Livestream Coordinator aschanstra@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 
happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 

partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern, BuxWV 223  Dieterich Buxtehude 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of  the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Arise, shine; for your light has come! 

The glory of God has risen upon us. 

Tell the good news throughout the earth: 

The saving grace of Jesus Christ is for all people. 

Come and adore the Savior of  the nations! 

Come let us worship Jesus the light of the world. 

 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

God of life and new life, you are splendid and strong! Your voice thunders above the 

sound of  loud waters. You sit enthroned above the floods of  life. As Jesus heard you 

speak to him in his baptism, may we also hear you calling us your beloved,  
through Jesus Christ, your son, our brother. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 308 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE    



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of  Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their 

calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 60:1–6 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of  the LORD has risen upon you. 2For 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon 

you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of  your dawn. 
 

4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall 
come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall 

see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of  the sea shall be 

brought to you, the wealth of  the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of  camels shall cover 
you, the young camels of  Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring 

gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of  the LORD. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 72   ELW 311 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 



V. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, | the Beloved,*  
with whom I | am well pleased.”  (Matt. 3:17)  

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 3:13–17  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of  God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 
I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SECOND READING     Acts 10:34–43 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 

him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of  Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of  all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 
baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of  Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who 

ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of  the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of  sins 

through his name.” 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

All sing the acclamation; Choir sings the proper verse. 



Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 
 

Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 304 Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized  



CORPORATE AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of  baptism as we come before God to make public 

affirmation of  our baptism. 
 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the 
Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of  your Spirit, and 

nourished us in the community of  faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and 

promises of  baptism, and unite the hearts of  all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask 

this in the name of  Christ. Amen. 
   

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of  the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of  this world that rebel against God? I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of  sin that draw you from God? I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

You have made public profession of  your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of  God 

and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of  God in Christ through word and 
deed, to serve all people, following the example of  Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all 

the earth? I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of  God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?   

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Water is poured into the font. 



HYMN   ACS 957 Take Me to the Water  

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill 

our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto 

you; and then use us, we pray, as you will, but always to your glory and the welfare of your 

people, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of mercy, hear our prayer. Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of  your Holy 

Spirit: the spirit of  wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  counsel and might, the spirit of  

knowledge and the fear of  the Lord, the spirit of  joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. 

Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts 

we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 

OFFERING ANTHEM   Brightest and Best  Paul Sjolund  
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 

Star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; low lies his head with the beasts of the stall. 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, maker and monarch and Savior of all. 

Shall we now give him in costly devotion gifts of incense and offerings divine; 
gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 

Vainly we offer in rarest oblation, vainly with gifts would his favor secure. 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid. 
Star of the east, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.  

Reginald Heber, 1811 
 

Please stand. 

OFFERING HYMN   ELW 454 Remember and Rejoice 

Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

PROPER PREFACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 455 Crashing Waters at Creation 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 451 We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus  

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast 

of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen. 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give your peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 310 Songs of  Thankfulness and Praise  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Improvisation on Salzburg  Christopher Harlow-Jennings 





January 8, 2023 

2023 Offering Envelopes: If  you use offering envelopes for your contributions, 2023 envelopes 

are available for pickup in the church office. 

Christmas Clean-Up TODAY after the 10:30 AM service. Many hands make light work! 

Children’s Choir & Children’s Faith Formation begin TODAY. Choir is open to children ages 

5 and up. Rehearsals begin at 9:30-10:00 AM  in the Choir Room on the lower level. For more 

information speak to Christopher Harlow-Jennings. Children’s Faith Formation is in the Youth 

Lounge at 10:00AM. For more information you can speak with Deacon Linda Walker. 

Confirmation Class, TODAY at 5:30 PM. Please contact Pastor Blake for more information. 

Pastor Blake will be away January 9–13 for continuing education. In the event of  a pastoral 

emergency, please contact Jane Bowman, Council President at (908) 447-8865, or the church 
office at (908) 273-3846 ext 2503.  

Anne Dello Russo’s Retirement Celebration, January 15 following the 10:30 AM service. We 

are collecting a cash purse as part of  our gifts. You can mail checks to the church—CHECKS 

MADE OUT TO JANE BOWMAN. See the weekly email to give online. Please note that these 

contributions are not tax deductible. We are also collecting thank you letters and notes. Mail 

these to St. John’s or email to Jama Bowman by January 8. 

Nursery will be open during church services, but will be unattended until further notice. 

New Members: Have you been worshipping at Saint John’s for a while now? Do you consider 

Saint John’s your spiritual home? Maybe it’s time to become a member! Contact Pastor Blake to 

schedule a meeting and take that next step!   

SAINT JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 and All Creation 

Sings copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress under license #9925-S, OneLicense.net license #A-

722032, and/or Church Copyright License #11453771 which provide 

permission to podcast the music in this service.  


