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@ Q{J‘P(, Everyone is welcome. As people of God, St. John’s welcomes all
Sall I (?@O( regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender,
Y o physical or mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We affirm
[~] . . . . . .
S e that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
LUTHERAN CHURCH nor free, there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)

. This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come.
Share Christ’s Love.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in contact
with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to all and you are
invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their noise and
restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If you are
unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be happy to
commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the mission of the
wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission partners. We are able to
support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. Download
the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use your own
headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon!
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Google Play
Ministers: The People of Saint John’s
Clergy & Staff
The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Vicar Naeem Harry, Intern vicar@stjohnssummit.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org
Andrew Schanstra, Livestream Coordinator aschanstra@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton

We're delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




PRELUDE Von Himmel hoch da komm ich her

WELCOME

Please stand.

Henrich Scheidemann

GATHERING HYMN ELW 269 Once in Royal David’s City
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vids cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the
angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, and
the babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this holy child;
and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on earth; and for the unity and
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially in this, our own community. And because this of
all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the
cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged
and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin
have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater
light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom, in this Lord Jesus Christ, we forevermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer
up to the throne of heaven.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship
of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.




Please be seated.
FIRST LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 The Savior is foretold
’The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined. °For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

CAROL ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Verse 1: All  Verse 2: Upper Voices Verse 3: Lower Voices Verse 4: All
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it, the rose 1 have n
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind;  with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; o Sav - ior, king of glo - ry, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half- spent  was the  night.
bore to us a Sav - ior, when half - spent  was the night.
sin and death he saves us and light-ens ev - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 18451925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876-1948  st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengeséinge, Koln, 1599



SECOND LESSON Matthew 1:18-25  The Birth of Jesus
"Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. '*Her
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. 2’But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2'She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” **All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through

the prophet:

#”Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”**When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord

commanded him; he took her as his wife, *’but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a

son; and he named him Jesus.

CAROL ELW 278 Away in a Manger

0) ™ e
yamar — ———— i i — >
Ge=S = ————'— 2
1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib for  his bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing;  the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; 1 ask you to stay
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head;
but lit - te Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he makes.
close by me for - ev - er and love me, I pray.
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the stars  in the  bright sky  looked down where he lay,
| love you, Lord Je - sus; look down from the sky
Bless all the dear chil - dren in your ten - der care
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing 1S nigh.
and fit us for heav - en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.

Music: CRADLE SONG, William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921



THIRD LESSON Luke 2:21-35  Jesus receives his name

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

2?When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall
be designated as holy to the Lord”), **and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

»Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. *°It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. *’Guided by
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, **Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

#¥”Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word,;

*for my eyes have seen your salvation,

lwhich you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

32a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

3 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. **Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *’so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.

CAROL ELW 292 Love Has Come
n 1
)’ 4

|
b (@ | 1T 1
¥ ]
|
T

(a0 - I Ji_r ‘I

L

[#) | | | |
D i (e " —
J N
1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love i1s God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
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sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love s Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.

name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el.

gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Music: UN FLAMBEAU, E. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.



FOURTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-12  Visit of the Magi

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all
Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. *They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. ®*Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” “When they had heard
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. '?And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
own country by another road.

CAROL ELW 284 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime
Verse 1: All  Verse 2: Upper Voices Verse 3: Lower Voices Verse 4: All
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1 "Twas in the moon of win - ter-time when all the birds had fled, that
2 With-in a lodge of bro-ken bark the ten-der babe was found; a
3 The ear-liest moon of win-ter-time is not so round and fair as
4 O  chil-dren of the for-est free, the an- gel-song is true; the
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*God the Lord of all the earth sent an - gel choirs in - stead; be -
rag - ged robe of rab - bit skin en-wrapped his beau -ty round; but
was the ring of glo - ry on the help - less in - fant there. The
ho - ly child of earth and heav’n is born to - day for you. Come,
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fore their light the stars grew dim, and wan-d’ring hunt-ers heard the hymn:
as the hunt-er braves drew nigh, the an - gel song rang loud and high:
chiefs from far be-fore him knelt with gifts of fox and bea- ver pelt.
kneel be - fore the ra - diant boy, who brings you beau - ty, peace, and joy.
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Je-sus your king is born! Je - sus is born, in ex - cel-sis glo-ri - a!

Text: Jean de Brébeuf, 1593-1649; tr. Jesse E. Middleton, 1872—1960, alt.
Music: UNE JEUNE PUCELLE, French folk tune, c. 16th cent.
Text © 1927 The Frederick Harris Music Company. All rights reserved.



FIFTH LESSON Matthew 2:13-21 Flight into Egypt & Slaughter of the Holy Innocents

“Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for
the child, to destroy him.” “Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt, “and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.”

'*When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all
the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he
had learned from the wise men. '"Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah:

87 A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,

Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and
said, *°Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the
child’s life are dead. * Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.

Please stand.

CAROL ELW 286 Your Little Ones, Dear Lord

Verse 1: All  Verse 2: Harmony  Verse 3: Organ Only  Verse 4: All
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1 Your it - tde ones, dear Lord, are we, and
2 With songs we has - ten you to greet, and
3 Oh, draw  us whol - ly to you, Lord, and
4 Un - al at last we too pro - claim,  with
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come your low - ly  bed to see; en - light-en ev - 'ry
kiss the ground be - fore your feet. Oh, bless - ed hour, oh,
to us all  your grace ac - cord; true faith and love to
all  your saints, your glo - rious name; in par - a - dise our
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soul and mind, that we the way to you may find.
sweet-est night that gave you birth, our  soul’s de - light
us im - part, that we may hold you in our heart.
songs re - new, and praise you as the an - gels do.
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Text: Hans A. Brorson, 1694—1764; tr. Harriet Krauth Spaeth, 1845-1925, alt.
Music: HER KOMMER DINE ARME SMA, Johann A. P. Schulz, 1747-1800




SIXTH LESSON John 1:1-14  The mystery of the incarnation

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in the
beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. ®He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. *The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

""He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. ""He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. “But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth.

CAROL ELW 294 In the Bleak Midwinter
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . . . earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give  him, poor. . .. as I am?
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earth stood hard as i - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On  SNOW, SNOW on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - fter, long a - £0.
the Lord ... God al - might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934



COLLECT

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members alike may
use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution,
you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code.

OFFERING MUSIC Improvisation Christopher Harlow-Jennings

Please stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves
and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us
the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The best held secret in +he cosmos is
the next world is hidden in this world.

fram Twelve and One-Half Keys, Edward Hays




THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are

yours, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON
If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup.
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 298 The Bells of Christmas
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find for you a bed. Your «cra - dle was a
babe  with  shep - herds find, to gaze on  him who
Christ - mas with our king, un - til our song, from
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5 O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song,

O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David’s Son, great David’s Lord:

hyt - ter ned med wnyt - drs - ga - ver: fryd og  fred.

dwell - ings still with new year gifts of peace, good will.

man - ger stall, no pearl nor silk nor king - ly hall.

glad - dens them, the love - liest flowr of  Jes - se’s stem.

lov - ing souls, like rush - ing might -y wa - ter  rolls!
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6 Come, Jesus, glorious heav’nly guest,
and keep your Christmas in our breast;
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
shall swell our jubilee of song.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt.

Music: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C. N. Balle, 1806-1855




Please stand.
BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

COLLECTS
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray.

Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in
every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus Christ:
grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him,
when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world
without end. Amen.

BLESSING

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy
and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the * Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

Lz/t ’t(us 6¢a5’ n to o ,
m a mang v\gcgg&:ﬂll nd an infant

wraff)ed ™5 clothes



SENDING HYMN ELW 867 In Thee Is Gladness
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1 In thee is glad-ness a-mid all sad - ness, Je - sus, sun - shine of my
2 Je-sus is ours! .. We fear no pow -ers, not of earth or sin or

0- | |
R o R E—S———— i —F a
~—2 ! ! } ! ! } ¥ |

heart. By thee are giv - en the gifts of heav - en, thou the
death. He sees and bless - es in worst dis - tress - es; he can
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true re - deem - er  art. Our souls thou wak - est; our bonds thou
change them with a breath.  Where-fore the sto - ry tell of his
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break - est. Who trusts thee sure - ly has built se - cure - ly
glo - ry with heart and voic - es; all heav’'n re - joic - es
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and stands for - ev - err Al -1le - lu - ia! Our hearts are
in hm for - ev - err Al-1le - lu - ia! We shout for
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pin - ing to see thy shin - ing, dy -ing or liv - ing,
glad - ness, ftri-umph o’er sad - ness, love him and praise him
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to thee are cleav -ing; naught can us sev - er: Al-le - lu - ia!
and still shall raise him glad hymns for - ev - er: Al-le - Iu - ia!

Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549-1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: IN DIR IST FREUDE, Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word 1s made flesh and dwells among us.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE In Dir ist Freude, BWV 615

J.S. Bach
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