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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in contact 

with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to all and you are 

invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 
 

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their noise and 

restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers. 
 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If you are 

unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be happy to 
commune you at your pew. 
 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the mission of the 

wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission partners. We are able to 
support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.  
 

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. Download 

the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use your own 
headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of God, St. John’s welcomes all 

regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, 

physical or mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We affirm 
that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 
This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   Von Himmel hoch da komm ich her  Henrich Scheidemann 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

GATHERING HYMN   ELW 269 Once in Royal David’s City  



BIDDING PRAYER  

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the 

angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, and 
the babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of 
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this holy child; 

and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on earth; and for the unity and 
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially in this, our own community. And because this of 

all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the 
cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged 

and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin 
have grieved his heart of love.  
 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater 

light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom, in this Lord Jesus Christ, we forevermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer 

up to the throne of heaven. 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship 

of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  



Please be seated. 

FIRST LESSON   Isaiah 9:2, 6–7 The Savior is foretold 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shined. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His 

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

CAROL    ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  

Verse 1: All     Verse 2: Upper Voices     Verse 3: Lower Voices     Verse 4: All 



SECOND LESSON   Matthew 1:18–25 The Birth of Jesus 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 

 23”Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a 

son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

CAROL   ELW 278 Away in a Manger 



THIRD LESSON   Luke 2:21–35 Jesus receives his name 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 

the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by 
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29”Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

 according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
 and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too. 
 

CAROL   ELW 292 Love Has Come 



FOURTH LESSON   Matthew 2:1–12 Visit of the Magi  
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 
 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard 
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 

 

CAROL   ELW 284 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 

Verse 1: All     Verse 2: Upper Voices     Verse 3: Lower Voices     Verse 4: All 



FIFTH LESSON   Matthew 2:13–21  Flight into Egypt & Slaughter of the Holy Innocents 
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the 

child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 

Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all 
the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet 

Jeremiah: 
 18”A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 

 Rachel weeping for her children;  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 

said, 20Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child’s life are dead. 21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.  
 
Please stand. 

CAROL   ELW 286 Your Little Ones, Dear Lord 

Verse 1: All     Verse 2: Harmony     Verse 3: Organ Only     Verse 4: All 



SIXTH LESSON   John 1:1–14 The mystery of the incarnation 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

CAROL   ELW 294 In the Bleak Midwinter  



COLLECT 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your 

grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members alike may 

use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution, 
you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC   Improvisation Christopher Harlow-Jennings 

 
Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves 

and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us 

the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.  
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 298 The Bells of Christmas 



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

COLLECTS 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in 
every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus Christ: 
grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, 
when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world 

without end. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy 
and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 

and remain with you always. Amen. 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 867 In Thee Is Gladness  
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Word is made flesh and dwells among us.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   In Dir ist Freude, BWV 615  J.S. Bach 


