Lessons and Carols for Christmas
December 26, 2021 | 8:00 & 10:30 AM
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al I I 9 L regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender,
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2. physical or mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We affirm
- that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
LUTHERAN CHURCH

% nor free, there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)
Share Christ’s Love. ®  This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in contact
with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to all and you are
invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their noise and
restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers and a
professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the signs or ask any
member for directions.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If you are
unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be happy to
commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the mission of the
wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission partners. We are able to
support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. Download
the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use your own
headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon!

2 Download on the [cagigel]
@& App Store » Google Play

Ministers: The People of St. John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Donna Garzinsky, Director of Music dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jessica Damrow Sherman, Communications Coordinator jdamrowsherman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton
Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery

We're delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 and A/l Creation Sings copyright SAINT_ JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
© 2020. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under 587 Sprlngﬁeld Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901
license #9925-S, OneLicense.net license #A-722032, and/or Church Copyright www,stjohnssummit,org
License #11453771 which provide permission to podcast the music in this service. 908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604



PRELUDE Setting of “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

WELCOME

Please stand.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 269 Once in royal David’s city

By Timothy Albrecht
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vids cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath-er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876




BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the
angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, and
the babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this holy child;
and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on earth; and for the unity and
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially in this, our own community. And because this of
all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the
cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged
and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin
have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater
light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom, in this Lord Jesus Christ, we forevermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer
up to the throne of heaven.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship
of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.




Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Micah 5:2-5a  The king will come from Bethlehem

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth
for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. *Therefore he shall
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall
return to the people of Israel. “And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the
ends of the earth; *and he shall be the one of peace.

CAROL ELW 279 O Little Town of Bethlehem

Verses 1 & 4
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!

4 O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
cast out our sin, and en - ter 1in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to - night.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



SECOND LESSON Luke 2:1-7 The Birth of Jesus

'Tn those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. “This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to their own
towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

CAROL ELW 276 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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I In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low -1y, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il tll the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all'!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol



THIRD LESSON Luke 2:8-20  The Angels announce the birth to shepherds
®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. *Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. '’But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. "*This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” >And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom God favors!”

CAROL ELW 268 From Heaven Above
Verses 1, 2 & 3
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1 “From heav’'n a - bove to earth I come to bear good
2 “To you this mght is born a  chid of Mar - vy,
3 “This 1s the Christ, God’s Son most high, who hears vour
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bring to all the world, and glad - ly sing:
birth shall be the  joy of all the  earth.
be and from all sin will set you  free”

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: VOM HIMMEL HOCH, attr, Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistliche Lieder, 1539
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



FOURTH LESSON Luke 2:15-20 The shepherds go to see the Savior
*When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” '°So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. '"When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; '*and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. '*But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her

heart. *The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had

been told them.
CAROL ELW 296 What Child Is This
Verses 1 & 2
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I What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
() u . .
Y= T Y f ; :
—> dl .- o J\/ J\/ e N—— 5 I I
~ * == oo

Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?

Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
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This, this  1s  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borme for me, for you;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.



FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:21-35  Jesus receives his name
?1 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
**When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall
be designated as holy to the Lord”), **and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
»Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. *It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. *’Guided by
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
what was customary under the law, **Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

#¥“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word,

*for my eyes have seen your salvation,

S'which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

32a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”
3 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. **Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *’so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a

sword will pierce your own soul too.”

Please stand.
CAROL ELW 273 All My Heart Again Rejoices
Verses 1, 2 & 4
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1 All my  heart a- gain re - joic - es as I  hear, far and
2 Je - sus’ voice from low-1ly man - ger soft -ly thus calls to
4 You, dear Lord, 'l ev -er cher - ish; though my breath fail in
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sing - ing, till the air ev-’ry- where now with joy is ring - ing.
grieves you you are freed; all you need I  will sure-ly give you.”
ter - nal I shall be end-less-ly filled with joy su - per - nal

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: WARUM SOLLT ICH, Johann G. Ebeling, 1637-1676



SIXTH LESSON John 1:1-14  The mystery of the incarnation

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in the
beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. ®He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. *The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

""He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. ""He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. “But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth.

CAROL ELW 294 In the Bleak Midwinter
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . . . earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give  him, poor. . .. as I am?
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earth stood hard as i - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’'n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On  SNOW, SNOW on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - fter, long a - £0.
the Lord ... God al - might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934



COLLECT

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both visitors and
members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring
electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or
scan this code.

OFFERING MUSIC Setting of “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” By Wilbur Held

Please stand.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves
and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us
the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.




THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
0 &
P A T}
i o
‘@_Q [ J o \\_!’/ & o\_/ L E— 5:\__/0
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER



LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
COMMUNION
If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups.
You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup.
Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.
All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 298 The Bells of Christmas
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5 O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song,

O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David’s Son, great David’s Lord:

hyt - ter ned med wnyt - drs - ga - ver: fryd og  fred.

dwell - ings still with new year gifts of peace, good will.

man - ger stall, no pearl nor silk nor king - ly hall.

glad - dens them, the love - liest flowr of  Jes - se’s stem.

lov - ing souls, like rush - ing might -y wa - ter  rolls!
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6 Come, Jesus, glorious heav’nly guest,
and keep your Christmas in our breast;
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
shall swell our jubilee of song.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt.

Music: DET KIMER NU TIL JULEFEST, Carl C. N. Balle, 1806-1855




COMMUNION HYMN ELW 282 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
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I It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’scrush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:

time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’'n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov - ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - wver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
ya o~
T —" ! i b al =| i ‘.' J J n o
Ve o F8 e T, [F8° [, .. o "-F
Em— ! — | — — — ! '
0 | L~
A J— I — I . I N -
7 — P~ m— ] | I — — =
6= s s
The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er oer its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900




Please stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

COLLECT

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus
Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold
him, when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
world without end. Amen.

BLESSING

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy
and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the - Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 292 Love Has Come

S Es=

o

1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love is life ev-er-
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Beth-le- hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
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sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, E. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), ¢/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word is made flesh and dwells among us. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich da By J. S. Bach



