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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in contact 

with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to all and you are 

invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 
 

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their noise and 

restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the ushers and a 

professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the signs or ask any 
member for directions. 
 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If you are 

unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be happy to 
commune you at your pew. 
 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the mission of the 

wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission partners. We are able to 
support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.  
 

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. Download 

the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use your own 
headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of God, St. John’s welcomes all 

regardless of age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, 

physical or mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We affirm 
that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 
This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   Setting of “Go Tell It on the Mountain” By Timothy Albrecht  

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

GATHERING HYMN   ELW 269 Once in royal David’s city  



BIDDING PRAYER  

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the 

angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, and 
the babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of 
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this holy child; 

and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.  
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on earth; and for the unity and 
mission of the Church for which he died, and especially in this, our own community. And because this of 

all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the 
cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged 

and the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin 
have grieved his heart of love.  
 

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater 

light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom, in this Lord Jesus Christ, we forevermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer 

up to the throne of heaven. 
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship 

of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  



Please be seated. 

FIRST LESSON   Micah 5:2–5a  The king will come from Bethlehem 
2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth 

for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall 
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall 

return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the 
ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. 

 

CAROL    ELW 279 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

Verses 1 & 4 



SECOND LESSON   Luke 2:1–7 The Birth of Jesus 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

CAROL   ELW 276 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 



THIRD LESSON   Luke 2:8–20  The Angels announce the birth to shepherds 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great 

joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
  14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom God favors!” 
 

CAROL   ELW 268 From Heaven Above  

Verses 1, 2 & 3 



FOURTH LESSON   Luke 2:15–20 The shepherds go to see the Savior 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 
 

CAROL   ELW 296 What Child Is This  

Verses 1 & 2 



FIFTH LESSON   Luke 2:21–35 Jesus receives his name 
21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name 

given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of 

the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by 
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 

what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
  29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 
  30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

  32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 

Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed — and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 
Please stand. 

CAROL   ELW 273 All My Heart Again Rejoices  

Verses 1, 2 & 4 



SIXTH LESSON   John 1:1–14 The mystery of the incarnation 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the 

will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

CAROL   ELW 294 In the Bleak Midwinter  



COLLECT 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your 

grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both visitors and 

members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring 
electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or 
scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC   Setting of “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” By Wilbur Held 

 
Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves 

and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us 

the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 

If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.  

The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 
You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 298 The Bells of Christmas 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 282 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

COLLECT  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only son, Jesus 
Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold 

him, when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy 

and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 

and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 292 Love Has Come 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. The Word is made flesh and dwells among us. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich da By J. S. Bach  


