Lesson and Carols for Christmas

December 27, 2020
10:30 AM

Join us for our livestream at https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
or https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
THERE WILL BE NO VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR TODAY.



https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ

PRELUDE
“On This Day Earth Shall Ring” from Piae Cantiones
“O Come All Ye Faithful” from John F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi

Calvary Bell Choir, Jeanne Elmuccio — Director of Music
Calvary Lutheran Church, Cranford, NJ

GATHERING HYMN ELW 269 Once in Royal David’s City
Fred Lentz — Soloist, Don Ehrmann — Organist
St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Parsippany, NJ
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to ecarth from heav-en who 18 Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poorlow - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’n a - bove;
we shall see him; but 1n heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil- dren on to the place wherehe 1s  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876



BIDDING PRAYER

Beloved in Christ, in this Christmastide, let it be our care and delight to hear again the message
of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, and the babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story
of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious
Redemption brought us by this holy child; and let us make this place glad with our carols of
praise.

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace and justice on earth; and for the
unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially in this, our own community.
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name
the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and those who
mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those who know not
the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in
a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made
flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus Christ, we forevermore are one. These prayers and
praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath
taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the
fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.



FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:1-15, 17-

HYMN ELW 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Shea Velloso — Minister of Music
Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence, NJ
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ 18  born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ve need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he 1is 1n the man-ger now.
He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er - more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall
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Christ 18 born to - day! Christ is bormn to - day!
Christ was born  for  this! Christ was born  for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818—-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.




SECOND LESSON Isaiah 11:1-11

HYMN ELW 279 O Little Town of Bethlehem
Bob and Steel Burkhadt
Saint Mark Lutheran Church, Morristown, NJ
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le -hem, how still we  see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent - ly, how si - lent-1ly the won - drous gift giv’'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le -hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter 1n, be born In us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tud - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!

where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the

oh,

come to

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

us, a - bide with us, our

dear Christ en - ters

1n.

Lord Im - man - u - el!




THIRD LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

HYMN ELW 267 Joy to the World

Jon Torgrimsen — Director and Rhythm Guitar, Heather Marks — Vocals,
Stan Gergen —Electric Guitar, Jim Dascoli — Guitar, Alex Overzat — Percussion
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Union County, NJ
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the -earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns n -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - 1y heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -
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room and heav'n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse 18 found, far as the curse i1s
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’'n, and  heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing jJoy.
found, far as, far as the curse 18 found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—1872




FOURTH LESSON Luke 1:26-38

HYMN ELW 269 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Good Shepherd Choir, Arnold Osmundsen — Director
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Florham Park, NJ
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new - born Kking;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav’'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a Vvir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in-car-nate de - 1 - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,
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with an - gel - ic  hosts pro-claim, “Christis born in Beth- le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el!
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915



FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:1-7

HYMN ELW 278 Away in a Manger

Donna Garzinsky — Director of Music
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Summit, NJ
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1 A - way mm a man - ger, no crib for  his bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing; the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be ncar me, Lord Je - sus; |1 ask you to stay
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the lit tle  Lord Je - sus laid down his sweet head;
but lit tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing  he makes.
close by me for - ev - er and love me, 1 pray.
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the stars  in the  bright sky looked down where he lay,
I love you, Lord Je - sus; look down from the sky
Bless all the dear chil - dren in your ten - der care
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the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
and stay by my cra - dle till morn - ing 1S nigh.
and fit us  for heav - en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: CRADLE SONG, William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921




SIXTH LESSON Luke 2:8-16

HYMN ELW 290 Go tell it on the Mountain

Carol Beadle — Minister of Music, John Leister — percussion

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Chatham, NJ

Refrain
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Go tell 1t on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual



SEVENTH LESSON Matthew 2:1-12

HYMN ELW 296 What Child Is This
Christ Church Bell Choir
Christ Church (Episcopal), Short Hills, NJ

SO
s 1wt

N
[} )]

s ¢ P

3

J } } A [
._._J_. —‘—‘—4; Hoo- e

==

\f
17

KJ

I What child 18 this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap 1s sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this 18 Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hatl, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ i1s born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.



EIGHTH LESSON John 1:1-14

HYMN ELW 294 In the Bleak Midwinter

Calvary Virtual Choir: Alyssa Gautieri, Bridget Gautieri, Matt Spatz, Meg Spatz,
Pallas Gerszt, Patrice Patterson, Sean Garnhart, Virginia Dearborn
Jeanne Elmuccio, Director of Music, Calvary Lutheran Church, Cranford, NJ
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . . . earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give  him, poor. . . . as I am?
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carth stood hard as 1 - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
It I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW 0N SNOW, SNOW on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - £0.
the Lord ... God al- might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 18741934




COLLECT

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only
son, Jesus Christ: grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure
confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

BLESSING

May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the - Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Three Settings of Divinum Mysterium
Prelude Frederick H. Candlyn (1892-1964)
Of the Father’s Love Begotten Wilbur Held (1914-2015)
Paean John Cook (1918-1984)

Shea Velloso — Minister of Music
Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence, NJ

Participants in Today’s Service

The Rev. Dr. Christa M. Compton, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Chatham, NJ

The Rev. Dr. J. David Knecht, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Union County, NJ

The Rev. Frederick L. Lentz, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Parsippany, NJ

The Rev. Dr. Carol A. Lindsay, Calvary Lutheran Church, Cranford, NJ

The Rev. Jane McCready, Faith Lutheran Church, New Providence, NJ

The Rev. Gladys G. Moore, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Summit, NJ

The Rev. Beau Nelson, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Florham Park, NJ
and St. Mark Lutheran Church, Morristown, NJ

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Summit, NJ

The Rev. Tristan Shin, Christ Church, Episcopal, Short Hills, NJ

Special thanks to Lucas Mohs for video editing of today’s service.



