Second Sunday of Easter
Aprl 7, 2024 | 10:30 AM



All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of race, culture,
ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation,
' o physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration

Saln 9 G path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive

O S % . congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of anti-

racism, social and economc justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from

one another and growing together on this journey of faith, grace, and love.
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Share Christ’s Love.

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35).

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in
contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their
noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please inform an usher if you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew.

Offerings: Saint John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the
mission of the wider church through the New Jersey Synod of the ELCA and to many other
mission partners. We are able to support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network.
Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect.
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[ $ App Store » Google Play

Ministers: The People of Saint John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton

We're delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




Prayer Before Worship
Breathe in this place, O Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit, to open our
minds, unlock our hearts, and enliven our faith so that we may welcome the
risen one among us. Amen.

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 1

ELW FEvangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book
ACS Al Creation Sings: Purple Book

PRELUDE This Joyful Eastertide (Resurrection Suite) Alec Wyton

WELCOME

Please stand.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Look, here 1s water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. We give
you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water became
the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation
through the flood into a new day. Your people danced as they passed through the sea into
freedom’s land. By grace, many have entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here 1s water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the
baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to
you, through the risen Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Look, here 1s water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



GATHERING HYMN ELW 363 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain of tr1 - um - phant glad - ness!

2 "Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright with the day of splen - dor,
4 Nei - ther could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,
5 Al - le - lu - ila! now we cry to our Lord 1m - mor - tal,
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God has brought forth Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness,

and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun  has 1s - en.
with the 1oy - al feast of feasts comes its  joy to ren - der;
nor the watch - ers, nor the seal, hold you as a mor - tal:

who tr1 - um - phant burst the bars of the tomb’s dark por - tal;
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win -ter of our sins, long and dark, 1is fly - ing
comes to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with f(rue af - fec - tion
but to - day, a-mong your own, you  ap - pear, be - stow - ing
Al - le - lu - ia! with the Son God the Fa - ther prais - ing;
0 .
Y !
(>
[§]
- -

led them with un-moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.

wel - comes in un - wea - ried strain  Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!
your deep peace, which ev - er - more pass - es hu - man know -ing.
Al - le - lu - 1a! yet a - gain (o the Spir - it rais - ing.

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 14901547

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be

peo - ple of God.
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

- tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - 1lu - 1a.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the

grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and

do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Please be seated.

FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35

*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. *With
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. **There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. **They laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Risen Lord Barry Rose
Children’s Choir
Risen Lord, give us a heart for simple things:
love, laughter, bread, wine and dreams.
Fill us with green, growing hope.
Risen Lord, make us a people whose song is Alleluia,
whose sign 1s peace and whose name is love.
Risen Lord, give us a heart for simple things
and to sing Alleluia.
-attrib. Rev. John Hencher

SECOND READING 1 John 1:1—2:2
"We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
’this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life
that was with the Father and was revealed to us—>we declare to you what we have seen and
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking
in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; ‘but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. ’If we confess
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. '’If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.

*'My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; “and he is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



Please stand.

GOSPEL PROCESSION
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Al - le -1lu - ia, al - le - lu-1ia, al-le - lu - ia.

V. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.

GOSPEL John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to Yyou, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” *After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so I send you.” *When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. *’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. *So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in
his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” *Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” **Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” *Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.”

*Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to  you, O Christ.



Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet

Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 382 Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!

NICENE CREED

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of mercy, hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring
electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code.




OFFERING ANTHEM This Joyful Eastertide Charles Wood

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow!
My Love, the Crucified, has sprung to life this morrow:

had Christ, who once was slain, not burst his three-day prison,
our faith had been in vain; but now has Christ arisen,
arisen, arisen, but now has Christ arisen!

Death’s flood has lost its chill since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver:

My flesh in hope shall rest and for a season slumber
till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number:
-George Ratcliffe Woodward (1894)

Please stand.
OFFERING HYMN ELW 374 Day of Arising
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Day of a - ris - Ing, Christ on the  road - way,
Lo, I am  with you, Je - sus has spo - ken.
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un-known com - pan-ion walks with his own. Whenthey in - vite him,
This i1s Christ’s prom-ise, this is Christ’s sign:  when the churchgath-ers,
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as fades the first day, and bread 1s bro - ken, Christis made known.
whenbread 1s bro -ken, there Christis with us in bread and wine.
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien
Music: RAABE, Carl F. Schalk
Text © 1996 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est




Blessed are you, O God of the universe . . . With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s
passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died. Christ is ris - en. Christ will come a - gain.

O God of resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on us . . . we praise you, O God,
blessed and Holy Trinity, now and forever.
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
Please be seated.

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON
To receive communion, approach the pastor who will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if
you need a gluten free wafer. Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the
common cup. Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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COMMUNION HYMN

ELW 386 O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing

Q - 1 | —] ! | ! !
" ———* 1o 4 C— (o —
J S~ * I
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a.
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1 O sons  and daugh - ters, let us sing
2 That FEas - ter morn, at break of day,
3 An an - gel clad n white they see,
4 That mght thea - pos -  tes met n fear;
Insert stanzas 5-8 if desired.
9 On this most ho - ly day of days,
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with heav’'n - ly hosts to Christ our king:
the  faith - ful wom - en went their way
who  sits and speaks un - to the three,
a - mong them came their mas - ter dear,
be laud and ju - bi - lee and praise:
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to - day the grave has lost its  stung! Al -le -lu - 1a!
to seek the tomb where Je - sus lay. Al-le -lu - ia!
“Your Lord will go to Gal - 1 - lee” Al-le -lu - ia!
and said, “My peace be with  you here.” Al-le -lu - ia!
to  God your hearts and voic - es raise. Al-le -lu - ia!
After the final stanza
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard,
that they had seen the risen Lord,
he doubted the disciples’” word.
Allelua!

6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see,
and look upon my hands, my feet;

not faithless, but believing be.”
Allelma!

7 No longer Thomas then denied;
he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Allelua!

8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and yet whose faith has constant been,

for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!




Please stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ’'s ho - ly name.
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Send us with your prom-is - es and lead your peo-ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks-giv - ing. Al-le - lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with
your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant
mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ 1s risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Almighty God—the Father, the *+ Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless you now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 537 On Our Way Rejoicing

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Epilogue (Resurrection Suite) Alec Wyton



April 7, 2024
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of Kevin Gahan’s birthday by
the Gahan family.

Children’s Choir TODAY at 9:30 AM and Faith Formation at 10:00 AM. All children are
welcome. Contact Christopher Harlow-Jennings or Deacon Walker for more information.

Reminder: If you signed up to dedicate Easter flowers, please be sure to send your payment
of $25-$50 at your earliest convenience. Designate your contribution as “Easter Flowers”.

Confirmation Class TODAY, 5:30-7:30 PM. Pray for our young people as they continue to
prepare to affirm their baptism.

Worship volunteers needed: We have many opportunities for members to help lead in worship
by reading scripture and helping serve at the altar. Sign up in the weekly email.

Fellowship Time Help Needed: Sign up to provide homemade or store-bought baked goods/
bagels, fruit/veggies, and cheese & crackers, etc. This is a major community building endeavor
of the church that we all enjoy and requires all of us to help. See the weekly email to sign up.

Bridges Collection, April 7-21: We will be preparing 200 sustainable lunches for the May
Bridges Run on May 4. On April 28 at 9:00 AM during Faith Formation, we will pack up the
lunches. Sign up in the weekly email to donate items.

Council Update and Q&A: Our Congregation Council will be holding two forums, the first on
Sunday, April 21 at 9:00 AM to provide the congregation with updates on several ongoing
projects, overall ministry, and answer questions. the second forum will be held on May 12 at
9:00 AM.

“The Black Experience - Portrayed in Opera” on Sunday, April 21 at 7:00 PM, hosted by the
Anti-Racism Committee. Heinz D. Roth will lead us on a journey from Verdi’s Aida to Terence
Blanchard’s Fire Shut Up in My Bones. American composers, both people of color and white,
have written operas dealing with slavery, African folklore and history, the travails of
marginalized people, and today’s black experience.

Afternoon Tea for Cross Roads, April 27 at 3:00 PM: All are welcome and fancy dress 1s
encouraged. Recommended donation for the fundraiser is $50 per person. See the weekly email
to register by April 12.

Choral Vespers for Eastertide, Sunday April 28 at 4:00 PM. Celebrated at the close of the day,
this service of candlelight, chant, hymns, and choral music is the perfect way to start the week.
Join us for contemplative reflection and moving singing by the Saint John’s Choir.
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