
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 14, 2023 | 10:30 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen.  

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   After an Old French Air  Percy Whitlock 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of  baptism, we are welcomed and restored as citizens of  the new 

creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of  baptism. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of  life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the 

firstborn of  the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in these waters we are 
born anew. 
 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that wash us 

clean, quench our thirst, and nurture every living thing. Praise to you for the life-giving water of  
baptism, the outpouring of  the Spirit of  the new creation. 
 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to your 

resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring 

refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We ask this 

through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

Loving God, in whom we live and move and have our being, help us to choose life in you, 
that we may keep the commands of  Jesus, follow the promptings of  the Holy Spirit, and 

witness to the hope that is within us, sharing Christ’s love in the world. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 449 We Know that Christ Is Raised  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. 

In your great mercy receive the prayers of  all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit 

of  your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Acts 17:22–31 
22Paul stood in front of  the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of  your 

worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 

therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of  heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself  gives 

to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 
the whole earth, and he allotted the times of  their existence and the boundaries of  the places 

where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 

him—though indeed he is not far from each one of  us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have 
our being’; as even some of  your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29Since we 

are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image 

formed by the art and imagination of  mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of  human 
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of  

this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING   1 Peter 3:13–22 
13Who will harm you if  you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if  you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15but in 

your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and 
reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for 

your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if  

suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins 
once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death 

in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 

spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of  
Noah, during the building of  the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 

water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of  dirt from the 

body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of  Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of  God, with angels, authorities, and 

powers made subject to him. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM   Risen Lord  Barry Rose 

Children’s Choir 
Risen Lord, give us a heart for simple things: 

Love, laughter, bread, wine and dreams. 

Fill us with green, growing hope. 
Risen Lord, make us a people whose song is Alleluia, 

whose sign is peace and whose name is love. 

Risen Lord, give us a heart for simple things 
and to sing Alleluia.  

         – attrib. Rev. John Hencher  



Please stand. 

GOSPEL PROCESSION James Chepponis 

Refrain sung first by choir, thereafter by all. Verse sung by choir. 

V. I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for God's word. 

GOSPEL   John 14:15–21  

The Holy Gospel according to John.  

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  The Rev. Blake A. Scalet  

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If  you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit 

of  truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by 

my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself  to them.” 

The Gospel of  the Lord.  



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 804 Come Down, O Love Divine  



 

NICENE CREED 

With the whole church, we confess our faith: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



OFFERING MUSIC   Antiphon  (Five Mystical Songs)  Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King! 

The heavens are not too high, God’s praise may thither fly: 
the earth is not too low, God’s praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King! 

The church with psalms must shout. No door can keep them out: 

but above all, the heart must bear the longest part.  

Let all the world in every corner sing, my God and King!  George Herbert (1593-1633)  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Be present Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; make yourself known in the 

breaking of bread that we may be your risen body in the world. Amen. 

Please stand. 

OFFERTORY 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PROPER PREFACE 



Blessed are you, O God of  the universe . . . With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s 
passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 

O God of  resurrection and new life: pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of  bread 
and wine . . . With your holy ones of  all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 613 Thy Holy Wings  



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son, our 

Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his body and 

blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and 

serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Christ, who in rising from the dead has defeated death, bringing us new life and a new future, fill 

you  with all joy and hope in believing; and the blessing of  God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 390 The Risen Christ  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

POSTLUDE   Carillon  Herbert Murrill 



May 14, 2023 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God and in honor of  David Coble’s birthday by 

the Coble family. 

Children’s Choir TODAY at 9:30 AM and Faith Formation at 10:00 AM. All children are 

welcome. Contact Christopher Harlow-Jennings or Deacon Walker for more information. 

Handbells TODAY at 11:45 AM. 

Outreach in Summit: We will be a sponsor for five events this spring/summer at Summit’s 

community programs. The Evangelism committee is organizing members to be representatives 

of  our congregation. See the weekly email to sign up for any of  the upcoming events: Saturday, 

May 20–Asian Pacific Islander Heritage Month; Friday, June 2–Summit Has Pride; Saturday 

June 17–Juneteenth Celebration; Tuesday, July 18–Community Night; Friday, September 15–

Fiesta Latina  

Organ Concert, Sunday, May 21 at 4:00 PM: St. John's Director of  Music, Christopher 

Harlow-Jennings, will play a solo organ concert on the Holtkamp pipe organ entitled “Toccatas 
and Flourishes.” A reception will follow. The concert is free and open to the public.  

In Search of  Paul Forum: Pastor Blake will share what he learned on his continuing education 

trip on June 4 at 9:00 AM. 

Psomi’s Ordination Celebration: We will be hosting a luncheon celebration in honor of  our 

own beloved, the Reverend Psomi Psomas-Jackloski on Sunday, June 4 at Noon. Psomi was 

ordained and installed as the pastor of  St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Parsippany.  

Church Picnic, Sunday, June 11 after the 10:30 AM service for our church picnic. Sign-up in 

the rear entryway or on-line, so we can plan on food and set-up. Bring a side dish, salad or 

dessert to share.  

The Cross Roads Bishops’ Cup will be held on June 12, 2023 at the Copper Hill Country Club 

in Ringoes, NJ. You can sign up as an individual golfer ($250) or as a foursome ($1,000). There 
are also many opportunities to become a sponsor. See the weekly email to sign up. 

Bethlehem Build Collection. Our partner congregation, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, New 

Orleans, is building the 2nd affordable house on their property. We are about $5,000 away from 

our $25,000 goal. Give online or by check, payable to St. John’s, “Bethlehem Build” in the 

memo line. We have collected $20,693 to date. 

We are hiring a Livestream Coordinator for Sunday services  from 7:45–Noon including 

religious holidays. Approximately 5 hours a week. Experience with livestream and audio 
equipment. Open to high school and college students with TV production experience. Please 

contact Linda Mesenbrink at Linda.mesenbrink@verizon.net or 973-202-2773.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094DA8A929A2F58-outreach/94046208
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z43P/campaign/C-1264B


SAINT JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

stjohnssummit.org | 908-273-3846  
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