
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
January 14, 2024 | 10:30 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   Allegretto (Shorter Organ Works Vol. 2)  Florence Price  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, creator of  darkness and light, word of  truth, wind 

sweeping over the waters. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 

The assembly stands or kneels. Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our rock and refuge, we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have 

not always loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not 

always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew 

your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen. 

 

The voice of  the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of  grace is now. In Jesus, 

the reign of  God has come near. By the authority of  ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You 

are God’s beloved. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

You invite us, O God, to live in your ways, and you give us to each other to know and 
to love as we journey in this life. Show us your will for all creation. Help us to listen to 

your urgings with prayerful hearts so that we may honor what you have made,  

in the name of  the holy Trinity, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 1 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

 

GATHERING HYMN   ELW 520 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word  



HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless 

blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and 

follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   1 Samuel 3:1–10 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of  the Lord was rare in 
those days; visions were not widespread. 

 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 3the lamp of  God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of  the Lord, where the ark of  God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and 

he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 

did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” 
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of  the 

Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got 
up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord 

was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if  he calls you, you shall 

say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
 10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 139:1–6, 13–18 

Refrain sung first by choir, thereafter by all. 

Light verses sung by choir. Bold verses sung by all. 

1Lord, you have | searched me out; 

 O Lord, you | have known me. 
2You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 

 you discern my thoughts | from afar. 
3You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 

 and are acquainted with | all my ways. 
4Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 

 but you, O Lord, know it | altogether.    R 
 

5You encompass me, behind | and before, 

 and lay your | hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me; 

 it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it. 
13For you yourself  created my | inmost parts; 

 you knit me together in my | mother’s womb. 
14I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made; 

 your works are wonderful, and I | know it well.    R 
 

15My body was not hid- | den from you, 

 while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths | of  the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;  

 all of them were written | in your book; 

  my days were fashioned before they | came to be. 
17How deep I find your | thoughts, O God! 

 How great is the | sum of  them! 
18If  I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand; 

 to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours.    R  



SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 6:12–20 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 

food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but 

for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of  Christ? Should I therefore take the 

members of  Christ and make them members of  a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 

whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be 
one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! 

Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body 

itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of  the Holy Spirit within you, which you 
have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore 

glorify God in your body. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL   John 1:43–51  

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of  Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael 

and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus son of  Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 

out of  Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 

toward him, he said of  him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael 
asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 

before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of  God! You are the 

King of  Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the 
fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you 

will see heaven opened and the angels of  God ascending and descending upon the Son of  Man.” 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

 
Please stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord  



OFFERING MUSIC  Walk in the Light  André Thomas 

We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light, 
come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright. 

Shine all around us by day and by night, 
Jesus, the Light of the world. 

 

Hark! The herald angels sing,  

Jesus, the Light of the world;  
“Glory to the new-born King,”  
Jesus, the Light of the world. 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Jesus, the Light of the world; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Jesus, the Light of the world.  

 George D. Elderkin/Charles Wesley 

  

APOSTLES CREED 

With the whole Church, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



Please stand. 

OFFERING HYMN   ELW 460 Now the Silence 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup 

you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your 

Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PROPER PREFACE 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ACS 1082 O God, You Search Me  



BLESSING 

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless 

you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast 

of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 841 Lift Every Voice and Sing  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   A Festal March (Shorter Organ Works Vol. 2)  Florence Price 





January 14, 2024 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God. 

Children’s Choir TODAY at 9:30 AM and Faith Formation at 10:00 AM. All children are 

welcome. Contact Christopher Harlow-Jennings or Deacon Walker for more information. 

Luther Ringers, TODAY at 11:45. 

Confirmation Class, TODAY at 5:30 PM. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Evening Service, tomorrow at 7:00 PM, Fountain 

Baptist Church, 116 Glenside Ave. The guest speaker will be the Rev. Otis Moss III, senior 

pastor of  Trinity United Church of  Christ in Chicago, IL. 

MLK Day of Service: Please see the bulletin board for a full listing of  all the activities taking 

place in and around Summit tomorrow.  

Guest Preacher and Forum, January 21: The Rev. Maristela Freiberg, Assistant to the Bishop 

and Director of  Evangelical Mission of  the NJ Synod, will be our guest preacher and forum 

leader. A native of  Brazil, Pastor Freiberg helps congregations think about growth and 

evangelism, with a particular emphasis on reaching out to immigrant and minority communities. 

Annual Congregation Meeting, February 11, immediately following the 9:30 AM service. Please 

note that there is only one service on this Sunday. 

2024 Flower Chart is posted on the rear bulletin board and available for you to sign up. Weekly 

flowers cost St. John’s $85 per week. Please give as you are able. 



SAINT JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

stjohnssummit.org | 908-273-3846  
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All Creation Sings copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. 
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#9925-S, OneLicense.net license #A-722032,  

&/or Church Copyright License #11453771 which  
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