
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

January 23, 2022 | 8:00 & 10:30 AM 



Ministers: The People of St. John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Donna Garzinsky, Director of  Music  dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jessica Damrow Sherman, Communications Coordinator jdamrowsherman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   Chorale Prelude on Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier  By J. S. Bach 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

The Lord is our light and our salvation! 

Whom shall we fear? 

 

The Sun of  righteousness shall rise with shining beams of  healing. Let us gather under the 

wings of  God’s mercy. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to 

us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that before 

you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of 

sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

With a heart full of  mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our sins. Christ, the 
dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of  the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the 

way of  peace. In the name of  ☩ Jesus, you are forgiven. Amen 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Holy One, we thank you for the gift of  the Bible, for its psalms and poems, myths and stories, 

histories, teachings, and prophecies. May the Holy Spirit who called out those ancient writings 

continue to call us out today, that our lives may reflect the first sermon of  Jesus, our crucified 
and risen Christ, who brings good news to the poor and lets the oppressed go free.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 1 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 314 Arise, Your Light Has Come!  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 



HYMN OF PRAISE   (10:30 ONLY) 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the 

nourishment of  your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 

digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the 

hope of  eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 
1All the people [of  Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 
scribe Ezra to bring the book of  the law of  Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 
2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all 

who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of  the seventh month. 3He read 
from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the 

presence of  the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of  all the 

people were attentive to the book of  the law. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of  all the 
people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood 

up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 

lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to 
the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of  God, with interpretation. They gave 

the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 

  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn 

or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of  the law. 10Then he said to them, 

“Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of  them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of  

the Lord is your strength.” 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM 19:8–11   (10:30 ONLY) 

Refrain sung first by cantor, thereafter by all. 

Verses sung by cantor. 

The law of  the LORD is perfect; it revives the soul. 
The decrees of  the LORD are steadfast; they give wisdom to the simple. 
 

The precepts of  the LORD are right; they gladden the heart. 

The command of  the LORD is clear; it gives light to the eyes. 
 

The fear of  the LORD is pure, abiding forever. 

The judgements of  the LORD are true; they are, all of  them, just. 
 

They are more to be desired than gold, than quantities of  gold. 
And sweeter are they than honey, than honey flowing from the comb. 



SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 12:12–31a 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of  the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of  one Spirit. 

  14Indeed, the body does not consist of  one member but of  many. 15If  the foot would say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part 

of the body. 16And if  the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 

that would not make it any less a part of  the body. 17If  the whole body were an eye, where would 
the hearing be? If  the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of  smell be? 18But as it is, 

God arranged the members in the body, each one of  them, as he chose. 19If  all were a single 

member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of  you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need 

of  you.” 22On the contrary, the members of  the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
23and those members of  the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and 
our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the 

inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have 
the same care for one another. 26If  one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if  one member 

is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

  27Now you are the body of  Christ and individually members of  it. 28And God has appointed 
in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of  power, then gifts of  

healing, forms of  assistance, forms of  leadership, various kinds of  tongues. 29Are all apostles? 

Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of  healing? Do all 
speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts. 
   

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL   Luke 4:14–21 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of  the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 

spread through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was 

praised by everyone. 
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on 

the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of  the prophet Isaiah 

was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
 18“The Spirit of  the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of  sight to the blind, 

   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favor.” 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of  all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 510 Word of  God, Come Down to Earth  



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both 
visitors and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a 

one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit 
www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC    

8:00   Setting of  Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier  By Wayne H. Dietterick 
 

10:30   The Heavens Are Telling (Psalm 19:1-4)                          By Wayne H. Dietterick 

Jody Mullen, soprano 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

 
Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. 

Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts 

we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 

If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 496 One Bread, One Body  



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 514 O Word of  God Incarnate 



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast 

of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen. 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Variation on Festal Song  Arr. Wayne H. Dietterick 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 



January 23, 2022 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God by Laura and Ray Snyder. 

2022 Offering Envelopes: If  you use or would like to use offering envelopes for your 

contributions, 2022 envelopes are available for pickup after the service. 

In the interest of the health and safety of all our members and staff, St. John's has pushed all 

January activities to February and March. These activities include Confirmation Class, Youth 

Group, musical ensembles, Dinner Church, Fellowship Time food & coffee, and the Anti-

Racism forums. Please contact the Church Office with questions.  

Ibram X. Kendi Book Club Talk: Our Anti-Racism Committee invites you to join a talk by the 

author of  Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of  Racist Ideas in America on 

Wednesday, February 2, from 7:00-8:00 PM. Because we know people, we have been invited to 

attend. Register on their website at blackauthorsbookclub.org.   

Souper Bowl of Caring Summit-Wide: We are joining with other Summit groups for this year's 

collection. Please bring to St. John’s by February 6 adult diapers, feminine hygiene products, 

and cleaning supplies. 

Budget Forum, February 6 at 9:00 AM: Come learn about the 2022 Spending Plan. 

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE, February 13 at 9:30 AM with the Annual Congregation Meeting 

immediately following the service.  

Bishop’s Challenge Book Study: Join Bishop Bartholomew on Tuesday, February 22 or 

Thursday, February 24 from 7:30-9:00 PM for a discussion of  Isabel Wilkerson’s book, The 

Warmth of  Other Suns, about why millions of  Black Americans left the South between 1915 and 

1970. Both evenings will be similar in content. Sign-up at njsynod.org/bishopschallengeevents. 

Lutheran Disaster Response Tornado Relief: Gifts to LDR designated for “U.S. Tornadoes” 

will be used entirely (100%) to assist those affected by tornadoes until the response is complete. 

Together, we can support those who are on the long road to recovery. You may give to St. John's 

with the memo: “LDR Tornadoes” or you may give online at elca.org/disaster.  

Appalachia Service Project July 2–9, 2022 Update: Youth AND adults can still sign up for this 

awesome service opportunity. The need in Appalachia is so great, ASP is permitting some all-
adults teams for the summer program usually geared to youth. This is a unique year and a great 

opportunity for adults to try ASP. Contact Laura Snyder ASAP: njsnyders5@verizon.net.  

Lutheran Summer Music Winter Session will run January 9–February 11, 2022 and will be 

held completely via Zoom. The LSM Winter Session aims to remove the barriers of  distance, 
tuition cost, and time commitment so that we can welcome even more young musicians into our 

community! For more information about the program, visit LSMacademy.org.  

Cross Roads Youth Retreats in April & May: Retreats are available for both Elementary and 

Middle School students. Both retreats run from Friday evening at 7:00 PM through Sunday 
10:30 AM after a worship service. The cost for the weekend retreat is $95. Go to 

www.crossroadsretreat.com/youth-retreats to learn more and to register. 

http://www.blackauthorsbookclub.org
http://www.njsynod.org/bishopschallengeevents
http://www.elca.org/disaster
mailto:njsnyders5@verizon.net
http://www.LSMacademy.org
http://www.crossroadsretreat.com/youth-retreats
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