Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
January 28, 2024 | 10:30 AM



All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of race, culture,
ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation,

e& physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration
Saln , 6'0@ path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive
9, congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and
‘~ learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to
do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for
a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from
one another and growing together on this journey of faith, grace, and love.
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Share Christ’s Love.

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35).

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in
contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their
noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please inform an usher if you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the
mission of the wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network.
Download the free WaveCast app to your phone Tap ST_JOHNS_

Ministers: The People of Saint John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton

We're delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




Prayer Before Worship
Holy Spirit, your people call out for understanding. Bring to our yearning hearts and
minds the truth of your Word; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 1

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ELW Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book
ACS Al Creation Sings: Purple Book

PRELUDE Schmiicke dich, o liebe Seele, BWV 654 J.S. Bach

WELCOME

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, *F one God, creator of darkness and light, word of truth, wind
sweeping over the waters. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly stands or kneels. Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge, we pour out our hearts before you. We have known you but have
not always loved you. We have wounded one another and sinned against you. We have not
always recognized the Holy Spirit dwelling in each of us. Remember your covenant. Renew
your creation. Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. God has spoken: The time of grace is now. In Jesus,

the reign of God has come near. By the authority of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You
are God’s beloved. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 310 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -1-fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -1-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod - y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-1 - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il’s might;
graceto 1m - 1 - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;
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branchof rtoy - al Da-vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - 1 - fest in pow’r di - vine, chang-ing wa - ter 1n - to wine;
man - 1 - fest 1in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

flesh made man-1 - fest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Music: SALZBURG, Jakob Hintze, 1622-1702

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.



All
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - 1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and
continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that 1s broken and speak truth
to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.



Please be seated.
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20

[Moses said:] "The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. °This is what you requested of the Lord your God
at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God
any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” "Then the Lord replied to me: “They are
right in what they have said. '*I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own
people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything
that I command. '*Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my
name, I myself will hold accountable. *’But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods,
or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to
speak—that prophet shall die.”

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 111
Refrain sung first by choir, thereafter by all.
Light verses sung by choir. Bold verses sung by all.
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The fear of the Lorp is the be - gin-ning of wis-dom.

"Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with ' my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the ' congregation.
’Great are your ' works, O Lord,
pondered by all who de- ' light in them.
*Majesty and splendor ' mark your deeds,
and your righteousness en- ' dures forever.
“You cause your wonders to ' be remembered;
you are gracious and full ' of compassion. R
*You give food to ! those who fear you,
remembering forev- | er your covenant.
°You have shown your people the power ' of your works
in giving them the lands ' of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithful- ' ness and justice;
all of your pre- ' cepts are sure.
*They stand fast forev- ' er and ever,
because they are done in ' truth and equity. R
*You sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever;
holy and awesome ' is your name.
'"The fear of the Lord is the begin- ' ning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- ' dures forever. R



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

"Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet
have the necessary knowledge; *but anyone who loves God is known by him.

‘Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really
exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” °Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in
heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—°yet for us there is one
God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

’It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed
to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 3“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off
if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. *But take care that this liberty of yours does not
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. '°For if others see you, who possess
knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be
encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? ''So by your knowledge those weak
believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. '*But when you thus sin against members of your
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. *Therefore, if food
1s a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

0y

6~ c o :
o

o
=
L)
o

¢

N

Al-le - Tnu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL Mark 1:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

?I[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught.”’They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes. *Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean
spirit, **and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” *But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be
silent, and come out of him!” *And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud
voice, came out of him. ?’They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 665 Rise, Shine, You People

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet
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1 Rise, shine, you peo - ple! Chnst the Lord has en - tered
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high un - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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our hu-man sto -ry; God in him is cen - tered. He comes to
he brings us free - dom, light and life and heal - ing. All men and
your songs and prayers a - gainst the dark-ness hurl - ing. To all the
Tell of the Son, who life and free-dom gave us. Tell how the
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us, by death and sin sur-round - ed, with grace un - bound-ed.

wom -en, who by gult are driv - en,
sto - 1y
na - tion

world go  out
Spir - it

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.

Music: WOITKIEWIECZ, Dale Wood, 1934-2003

Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

and tell
calls from ev - 'ty

the

now are for - giv - en.
of Je-sus’ glo - v
God’s new cre - a - tion.



APOSTLES CREED
With the whole Church, we confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of mercy, hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring
electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 5
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OFFERING MUSIC There is a Balm in Gilead arr. William Dawson

There is a balm in Gilead

To make the wounded whole
There is a balm in Gilead

To heal the sin-sick soul

Sometimes I feel discouraged
And think my work's in vain
But then the Holy Spirit
Revives my soul again.

Don't ever feel discouraged
For Jesus is your friend

And if you lack of knowledge
He'll ne'er refuse to lend.

If you cannot sing like angels,
If you cannot preach like Paul
You can tell the love of Jesus
And say, “He died for all.”

—Traditional Spiritual



Please stand.

OFFERING HYMN ELW 460 Now the Silence
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NOW the si - lence Now the peace Now the emp -ty hands up-lift - ed
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NOW the kneel-ing Now the plea Now the Fa - ther’s arms in wel - come
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Now the hear - ing Now the pow’r Now the ves - sel brimmed for pour - ing
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Now the bod - y Now the blood Now the joy - ful cel - e-bra - tion
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NOW the wed -ding Now the songs Now the heart for-giv - en leap - ing
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Now the Spir - it’s vis - 1 - ta - tion Now the Son’s e-piph - a - ny
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Now the Fa - ther’s bless - ing Now Now Now

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: NOW, Carl E Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. In bread and cup
you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek and follow your
Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.



Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
i 5
(> O A —
~Y — }
Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.
RECEPTION OF COMMUNON
If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup.
Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world, grant us peace, grant us  peace.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 462 Now We Join in Celebration
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2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er,
3 Lord,we share in this com-mu-nion as one fam-’ly
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our Sav-1or's in-vi - ta - tion,

fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!
of God’s chil - dren,

Now we join in cel - e - bra - tion at
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.
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for the Lord of all ex-1s - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v’ry, of your liv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life tofeed wus.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice, love,and mer - cy till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990

Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress



Please stand.
BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Thank-ful hearts and  voic-es raise; tell ev-ry-one what God has done. Let
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ev - ty-one who seeks the Lord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
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Send us with your prom-is-es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu -1a, al - le-lu - 1a.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast
of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,  bless
you and remain with you always. Amen.



SENDING HYMN ELW 507 O God of Light
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1 O God of Ilight, your word, a lamp un - fail - ing,
2 From days of old, through blind and will-ful a -  ges,
3 Un - dimmed by time, those words are still re - veal - ing
4 To all  the world your sum-mons you are send - ing,
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shall pierce the dark - ness of our earth - bound way
though we re - belled, you gent - ly sought a - gain,
to sin - ful hearts your  jus - tice and your  grace;
through all  the earth, to ev - 1y land and race,
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and show your grace, your plan for wus un - veil - ing,
and spoke through saints, a - pos - tles, proph-ets, sa - ges,
and quest - Ing spir - its, long-ing for your heal - ing,
that myr - iad tongues, in one great an - them blend - ing,
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and guide our foot-steps to  the per - fect day.
who wrote with ea - ger or r1e - luc - tant pen.
see your com - pas - sion in  the Sav - ior’s face.
may praises and cel - e - brate your  gift of grace.

Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883-1954, alt.
Music: ATKINSON, H. Barrie Cabena, b. 1933

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carel Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Piece pour le Grand Orgue

Joseph Jongen



January 28, 2024
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Lois and Rodger Kopf.

Forum, TODAY at 9:00 AM: Beth Gebhardt, Director of Community Relations & Volunteers
at Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey, will be leading a forum about the robust and
diverse ministries of Lutheran Social Ministries—a ministry partner of which our congregation
has long supported.

Children’s Choir TODAY at 9:30 AM and Faith Formation at 10:00 AM. All children are
welcome. Contact Christopher Harlow-Jennings or Deacon Walker for more information.

Luther Ringers, TODAY at 11:45.

Budget Forum, February 4 at 9:00 AM: Please join us to review the 2024 Proposed Ministry
Spending Plan and ask any questions in preparation for the Annual Meeting on February 11.

Meals Needed for Summit Warm Hearts on February 8. Meals need to serve 16 people and
contain no pork. They should be dropped off in the kitchen by 7:30 PM. You can bring an entire
meal or just a portion. See the weekly email to sign up.

Souper Bowl of Caring, Sunday, February 11 We will have our “Noisy Offering” collection for
ELCA World Hunger. Don’t forget to bring your change, although we will also take larger
denominations if you forget!

Annual Congregation Meeting, February 11, immediately following the 9:30 AM service. Please
note that there is only one service on this Sunday.

Fellowship Time Help Needed: Food donations for our fellowship time (Sundays from 9:00 AM
—Noon). They can be homemade or store-bought — baked goods/bagels, fruit/veggies, and
cheese & crackers are just some ideas. This is a major community building endeavor of the
church that we all enjoy — therefore, we all need to pitch in and support this ministry. See the
weekly email to sign up.

2024 Flower Chart is posted on the rear bulletin board and available for you to sign up. Weekly
flowers cost St. John’s $85 per week. Please give as you are able.
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