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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s welcomes all 

regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic background, gender, 
physical or mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We affirm that in 

Christ “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 

there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 
This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 
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PRELUDE   Prelude in B-Flat Minor  By J. S. Bach  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

The Lord is our light and our salvation! 

Whom shall we fear? 

 

The Sun of  righteousness shall rise with shining beams of  healing. Let us gather under the 

wings of  God’s mercy. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Gracious God, we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to 

us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that before 

you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of 

sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for 

the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
With a heart full of  mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our sins. Christ, the 

dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of  the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the 

way of  peace. In the name of  ☩ Jesus, you are forgiven. Amen 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

God of life, in Christ you resurrect all things. Raise us from death to life, 

that our transformation may bear witness to the power of  your grace in our lives  

through Jesus Christ, the firstborn from the dead. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 1 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 715 Christ, Be Our Light  

 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE    



 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Jeremiah 17:5–10 
5Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their 
strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 6They shall be like a shrub in the desert, and 

shall not see when relief  comes. They shall live in the parched places of  the wilderness, in an 

uninhabited salt land. 7Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8They 
shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when 

heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of  drought it is not anxious, and it does 

not cease to bear fruit. 9The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse— who can understand 
it? 10I the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways, 

according to the fruit of  their doings. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty of  our nature 

by the riches of  your grace, and in the renewal of  our lives make known your glory, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 15:12–20 
12Now if  Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of  you say there is no 
resurrection of  the dead? 13If  there is no resurrection of  the dead, then Christ has not been 

raised; 14and if  Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith 

has been in vain. 15We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of  God 
that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if  it is true that the dead are not raised. 16For if  the 

dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17If  Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

futile and you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. 19If  
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of  all people most to be pitied. 

  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of  those who have died. 
   

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 19:8–11 

Refrain sung first by choir, thereafter by all. 

Light verses sung by choir. Bold verses sung by all. 

1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of  the wicked, 

 nor lingered in the way of  sinners, nor sat in the seats | of  the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law | of the LORD, 

 and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night.   
3They are like trees planted by streams of  water, bearing fruit in due season,  

 with leaves that | do not wither; 

 everything they | do shall prosper.    R 
4It is not so | with the wicked; 

 they are like chaff which the wind | blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes, 

 nor the sinner in the council | of  the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way | of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed.    R 



GOSPEL   Luke 6:17–26 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
17[Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of  his 

disciples and a great multitude of  people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of  Tyre and 
Sidon.18They had come to hear him and to be healed of  their diseases; and those who were 

troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for 

power came out from him and healed all of  them. 
  20Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 

 “Blessed are you who are poor, 

  for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21“Blessed are you who are hungry now, 

  for you will be filled. 

 “Blessed are you who weep now, 
  for you will laugh. 

  22“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame 

you on account of  the Son of  Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward 
is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 

 24“But woe to you who are rich, 

  for you have received your consolation. 
 25“Woe to you who are full now, 

  for you will be hungry. 

 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 
  for you will mourn and weep. 

  26“Woe to you when all speak well of  you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false 

prophets.” 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 710 Let Streams of  Living Justice 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both 
visitors and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a 

one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit 
www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC   Guide My Feet African American Spiritual 

 
Guide my feet while I run this race. 
Hold my hand... 

Stand by me... 
I'm your child... 
Search my heart... 

...for I don't want to run this race in vain. 

 
Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is sure. 

Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace. Receive the gifts 

we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding love in our communities and in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 

If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ACS 966 Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 



COMMUNION HYMN   ACS 1000 God’s Work, Our Hands 



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through this feast 

of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that we may do justice, love 

kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN   ELW 313 O Lord, Now Let Your Servant 

POSTLUDE   Meditation on Kuortane  Arr. by Wayne H. Dietterick 

The annual meeting will begin immediately following the postlude.  


