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Charles Thomas Connelly 

 

Born 

September 24, 1931 

Summit, New Jersey 

 

Baptized 

1931 

St. Teresa of  Avila Roman Catholic Church 

Summit, New Jersey 
 

Confirmed 

St. Teresa of  Avila Roman Catholic Church 
Summit, New Jersey 

 

Marriage 

Millie A. Kuchta 
November 29, 1952 

St. Teresa of  Avila Roman Catholic Church 

Summit, New Jersey 
 

Died 

September 22, 2023 
Summit, New Jersey 

 

Funeral Service 

October 14, 2023 
Saint John’s Lutheran Church 

Summit, New Jersey 

 

Family 

Children: Charles Connelly, Jr (deceased), Frances and Vaughn Rice,  

Susan and Dominick Colombo, George and Beth Connelly 

Grandchildren: Clayton Reilly, Benjamin Frazier, Marie Colombo,  
Rebecca Connelly, Rachel Frazier 

Great-Granddaughter: Abigail Hughes 



PRELUDE   Chorale Prelude on Olivet  Mark C. Jones 

 Chorale Prelude on Land of  Rest  George Shearing 

 Chorale Prelude on Down Ampney  Mark Sedio 

 Sweet Hour of  Prayer  William Bolcolm 

 

GATHERING 

Welcome in the name of  Jesus, the Savior of  the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim 
Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our brother Charlie, to give thanks for his 

life, to commend him to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.  
 

Please stand. 
INVOCATION AND OPENING SENTENCES 

In the name of  the Father, the ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Our help is in the name of  the Lord,  

Who made Heaven and Earth 

We brought nothing into the world,  

And we take nothing out.  

The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away;  

Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

If  we live, we live to the Lord, and if  we die, we die to the Lord; 

So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 
of  God the Father, we too might live a new life. For if  we have been united with him in a death 

like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 

Eternal God, maker of  heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of  the earth, who by 

your breath gave us life, we glorify you. We glorify you. 
 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from 

the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. We praise you. 
 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of  life, the comforter of  all who sorrow, our sure confidence and 

everlasting hope, we worship you. We worship you. 
 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 423 Shall We Gather at the River 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God of  grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother Charlie. We 
thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 

In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been 

swallowed up in the victory of  our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and 
hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of  all your 

saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

MILITARY HONORS 



Please be seated. 
WORDS OR REMEMBRANCE 

 

FIRST READING   Ecclesiastes 3: 1–8 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time to be born, 

and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a 

time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time to 

lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; 8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 

peace.  

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 36:5–10 Spoken responsively. 
5Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, 

and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
6Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; 

you save humankind and animals alike, O LORD. 
7How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

All people take refuge under the shadow of  your wings. 
8They feast upon the abundance of your house; 

you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9For with you is the well of  life, 

and in your light we see light. 
10Continue your lovingkindness to those who know you, 

and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

 

SECOND READING   Acts 10: 34–43 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of  Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of  all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of  Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 
41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 

that he is the one ordained by God as judge of  the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of  sins through his name.”   

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GRADUAL HYMN   ELW 864 Praise, My Soul, the God of  Heaven 

GOSPEL   John 11:21–27 

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if  you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even 

now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of  him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of  God, 
the one coming into the world.”  

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



Please be seated. 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 
 

Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 



APOSTLES CREED 

Let us confess the faith of  the Church, the faith of  our Baptism: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 

at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one communion 
of  saints in the body of  Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth your light and 

your peace. God of  mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin and 

rise to share the new life in Christ. God of  mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, that, 

casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. God of  mercy, hear 

our prayer. 
 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where this world 

groans in grief  and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. God 

of  mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Help us, in the midst of  things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the communion of  

saints, the forgiveness of  sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. God of  mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed the 
power of  death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of  heaven to all believers. Make 

us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things pre-

sent nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

OFFERING MUSIC   Improvisation on Jesus Loves Me  Christopher Harlow-Jennings 



Please stand. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who rose from 

the dead, and in whom our hope of  resurrection dawns. The sting of  death has been removed by 

the glorious promise of  his risen life. And so, with all the choirs of  angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of  heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 574 Here I Am, Lord 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 595 Jesus Loves Me! 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have given us a foretaste 

of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction and 

a pledge of our inheritance of life eternal where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, 

but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of  the Father, and of  the  ☩ 

Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

COMMENDATION 

Let us commend Charlie to the mercy of  God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

Silence is kept 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Charlie. Acknowledge, we 

humbly beseech you, a sheep of  your own fold, a lamb of  your own flock, a sinner of  your own 
redeeming. Receive him into the arms of  your mercy, into the blessed rest of  everlasting peace, 

and into the glorious company of  the saints in light. Amen. 

 

CANTICLE 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 856 How Great Thou Art 



DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth in peace,  

in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE   Allegro maestoso e vivace (Sonata IV, op. 65, no. 4)  Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 

Please proceed to the Memorial Garden for the interment. 

A reception follows today’s service in Hinman Hall. 
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Charles T. Connelly, aka “Charlie”, passed away 
peacefully in his sleep on September 22, 2023. He was 

born on September 24, 1931 to John and Madeline 

Connelly; the baby of  5 brothers and 2 sisters, all of  
whom predeceased him. Most of  his life he lived in 

Summit, NJ. Charlie met his wife, Millie, when they 

were 7 years old, as she was “the girl downstairs”, and 
they were married November 29, 1952. Together they 

raised 4 children, Charles Jr., deceased 7/23/02, 

Frances Rice, (Vaughn), Susan Colombo, (Dominick), 
and George Connelly, (Beth). His grandchildren, 

Clayton Reilly, Benjamin Frazier, Marie Colombo, 

Rebecca Connelly, and Rachel Frazier, and great-

granddaughter, Abigail, were special blessings in his life. 

Before graduating from Summit High School, Charlie enlisted in the Army National 

Guard. After turning 18 during his senior year, he was deployed to Korea. Upon his 
return, he earned his Diploma in 1951 and became an apprentice with the Plumbers and 

Steamfitters Union. After earning his plumber’s license, he founded Charles T. Connelly 

Plumbing, a well-known local business. 

The family would like to thank the following people and organizations for their care and 

compassion: the staff  of  Overlook Hospital, the Summit Medical Group, the Springfield 

First Aid Squad, the Atlantic Health Visiting Nurses, and Amada Senior Care of  

Cranford . 

The family requests that in lieu of  flowers, donations be made to St. John’s Lutheran 

Church Major Maintenance Fund.  

Charles Thomas Connelly 


