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Shirley Ann Paulson 

 

Born 

September 24, 1922 

Chicago, Illinois 

 

Baptized 

1929 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

East Orange, New Jersey 
 

Confirmed 

1935 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

East Orange, New Jersey 

 

Died 

November 21, 2022 

Springfield, New Jersey 

 

Family 

Parents: George and Anna Paulson 

Sister: Margaret Paulson   
 

Funeral Service 

November 26, 2022 
Saint John’s Lutheran Church 

Summit, New Jersey 



PRELUDE   Jesu, Joy of  Man’s Desiring Johann Sebastian Bach 

 Largo for New World Symphony Antonin Dvorak 
 Ode to Joy Ludwig van Beethoven 

  

GATHERING 

Welcome in the name of  Jesus, the Savior of  the world. We are gathered to worship, to proclaim 
Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister Shirley, to give thanks for her life, 

to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief.  
 

Please stand. 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of  God the Father, we too might live a new life. For if  we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
 

Eternal God, maker of  heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of  the earth, who by 

your breath gave us life, we glorify you. We glorify you. 
 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from 

the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. We praise you. 
 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of  life, the comforter of  all who sorrow, our sure confidence and 

everlasting hope, we worship you. We worship you. 
 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God of  grace and glory, we remember before you today our sister Shirley. We 
thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In 

your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been 

swallowed up in the victory of  our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and 
hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of  all your 

saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
FIRST READING   Micah 6:6–8 
6“With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself  before God on high? Shall I come 

before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will the LORD be pleased with 
thousands of  rams, with ten thousands of  rivers of  oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of  my body for the sin of  my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what is 

good; and what does the LORD require of  you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?  
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

MUSIC   Flute Interlude  

Emma Miller, flutist 

 

SECOND READING   I Corinthians 13:1–13 
1If  I speak in the tongues of  mortals and of  angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2And if  I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if  I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3If  I give away all my possessions, and if  I hand over my body so that I may boast, but 

do not have love, I gain nothing.  

4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but 

rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we prophesy 

only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a 

child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, 
I put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 

face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And 

now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of  these is love.  
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GRADUAL HYMN   ELW 759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 



GOSPEL John 13:1–17 

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

1Now before the festival of  the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of  Judas son of  Simon Iscariot to betray him. 
And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 

he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off  his outer robe, 

and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not 

know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter 

said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One 

who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 
clean, though not all of  you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 

“Not all of  you are clean.” 
12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 
them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord — and you are 

right, for that is what I am. 14So if  I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If  you know these things, you are blessed if   

you do them.  
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Nearer My God to Thee 



APOSTLES CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 

     I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

OFFERTORY   Improvisation  Christopher Harlow-Jennings  



Please stand. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who rose from 

the dead, and in whom our hope of  resurrection dawns. The sting of  death has been removed 

by the glorious promise of  his risen life. And so, with all the choirs of  angels, with the church 
on earth and the hosts of  heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 838 Beautiful Savior 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

Amen. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have given us a foretaste of  

your heavenly banquet. Grant that this sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction and a 

pledge of  our inheritance of  life eternal where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but 

the fullness of  joy with all your saints; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

COMMENDATION 

Let us commend Shirley to the mercy of  God, our maker and redeemer. 
 

      Silence is kept 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Shirley. Acknowledge, we 

humbly beseech you, a sheep of  your own fold, a lamb of  your own flock, a sinner of  your own 
redeeming. Receive her into the arms of  your mercy, into the blessed rest of  everlasting peace, 

and into the glorious company of  the saints in light. Amen. 

 

CANTICLE 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of  the Father, and of  the  ☩ 

Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 890 Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 



DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth in peace,  

in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE  Allegro maestoso e vivace (Sonata in C, op. 65, no. 2)  Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy  

Reception & Fellowship 
 

You are invited to a light reception following today’s service in Hinman Hall.  

It was Shirley’s wish that everyone have a glass of  champagne in her memory. 
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