
First Sunday in Lent 
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Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen.  

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior  arr. Jacob Weber 

 O Lord, We Praise You  arr. Jacob Weber 
The Luther Ringers 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us 

with the gift of  grace. Amen. 
 

If  we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if  we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the 

Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Wild God of  wilderness, as we devote these forty days to you, shape us by your Holy 

Spirit into the image of  Christ our Lord, so that we may be ready, by your grace, 

to confront the power of  death with the promise of  eternal life. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 320 The Glory of  These Forty Days  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

KYRIE 





Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around 

us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us 

steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Genesis 2:15–17; 3:1–7 
 

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 

the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of  every tree of  the garden; 17but of  

the tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of  it you 
shall die.” 

 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of  the fruit of  the trees in the garden; 3but God said, 

‘You shall not eat of  the fruit of  the tree that is in the middle of  the garden, nor shall you touch 

it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows 
that when you eat of  it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of  its fruit and ate; and she 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of  both were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 

loincloths for themselves. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 32 

Choir sings light verses, congregation bold verses. 

1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 

 and whose sin is | put away! 
2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 

 and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 

 because of my groaning | all day long. 
4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 

 my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.    
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 

 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” 

 Then you forgave me the guilt | of  my sin. 
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of  trouble; 
 when the great waters overflow, they shall | not reach them. 
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 

 you surround me with shouts of de-| liverance. 
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 

 I will guide you | with my eye.    
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 

 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not | stay near you.” 
10Great are the tribulations | of  the wicked; 
 but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 

 shout for joy, all who are | true of  heart.    



SECOND READING   Romans 5:12–19 
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death 
spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not 

reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over 

those whose sins were not like the transgression of  Adam, who is a type of  the one who was to 
come. 

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if  the many died through the one man’s trespass, 

much more surely have the grace of  God and the free gift in the grace of  the one man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect of  the one man’s sin. For 

the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 

trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of  the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion 
through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of  grace and the free 

gift of  righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of  
righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s disobedience 

the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



V. You are the Word who calls us out of  darkness; you are the Word who leads us into light, 
you are the Word who brings us through the desert: glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

GOSPEL   Matthew 4:1–11 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty 

days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If  

you are the Son of  God, command these stones to become loaves of  bread.” 4But he answered, 
“It is written,  

 ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of  God.’ ” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of  the temple, 
6saying to him, “If  you are the Son of  God, throw yourself  down; for it is written,  

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so 

that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of  the 

world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if  you will fall down 
and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  

 ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Refrain sung first by choir, thereafter by all. Verse sung by choir. 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 624 Jesus, Still Lead On  



NICENE CREED 

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of mercy, hear our prayer.  

Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 

alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 
electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING ANTHEM   Call to Remembrance  Richard Farrant 
Call to remembrance, O Lord, 

thy tender mercies 
and thy loving kindness, 
which hath been ever of old, 

O remember not the sins and offences of my youth: 
but according to thy mercy 

think thou on me, O Lord, 
for thy goodness. –Psalm 25:5-6 

 
Please stand. 

OFFERTORY   ELW 188 Create in Me a Clean Heart 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

PROPER PREFACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 325 I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 666 What Wondrous Love Is This  



 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 

Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and 

our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 



BLESSING 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of  good courage; hold fast to that which 

is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 

afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of  the Holy Spirit. And 

may Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 319 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Fugue in C minor, BWV 537  J.S. Bach  



SAINT JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 and All Creation 

Sings copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress under license #9925-S, OneLicense.net license #A-

722032, and/or Church Copyright License #11453771 which provide 

permission to podcast the music in this service.  

February 26, 2023 

Turkey/Syria Earthquake Relief: Donations can be made to St. John’s with gifts designated for 

“Turkey Earthquake” in the memo line. Your gifts will be used entirely (100%) to provide long-
lasting support for those whose lives have been impacted by disasters in the region.  

The Lenten devotional, Seeking: Honest Questions for Deeper Faith, is available in the narthex. The 

Lenten brochure was mailed to members’ homes or can be downloaded from the weekly email. 

Lent Forums, 9:00: TODAY: Create in Me a Clean Heart: Lenten Themes & Images, March 5: 

Bethlehem Build Update, March 12: Final Witness: Christian Funeral Planning, March 19: 

Sage Eldercare: Resources and Opportunities  

Soup for a Cause, February 26 - March 26: We will be selling homemade soups and breads 

between Sunday services during Lent. All proceeds will go toward the Bethlehem Build Project. 

If  you are interested in making soup or bread for the sale contact Jane Bowman at (908) 447-8865. 

Lenten Midweek Worship: Beginning March 1, services on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, Soup 

Suppers and Fellowship at 6:00 PM. Please sign up on the rear entry bulletin board to bring 

food to ensure we have enough. 

ARC Theater Outing: The Anti-Racism Committee has purchased a block of  16 tickets for The 

Old Settler play for Friday, March 3 at 8:00 PM at The Summit Playhouse at a discounted price 

of  $22.50. Featuring an all black cast, The Old Settler paints a poignant picture of  two women 

testing the bonds of  sisterhood and finding the strength and forgiveness only family can offer. 

Contact Pat Bennett to reserve your tickets by February 27 at 973-600-9256 or via email.  

Still I Rise, Sunday, March 5 at 4:00 PM: Christ Church and Fountain Baptist are presenting 

Still I Rise: A Musical Celebration of  Black History Month at Christ Church, 561 Springfield Ave., 

Summit. Suggested donation is $20 for adults and $10 for children (12 and under). 

Cereal for Loaves & Fishes Lent Collection. A traditional Lenten discipline is to give to those 

in need. We have been asked to collect boxed cereal for Loaves and Fishes. We ask everyone to 
bring at least one box of  cereal for each of  the six weeks of  Lent. Can we collect 200 boxes?  

Bethlehem Build Lent Collection. Our partner congregation, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

New Orleans, is building the 2nd affordable house on their property in partnership with Tulane 

University. Our Council has challenged us to raise  $25,000 between now and Easter. Give online 

or by check, payable to St. John’s, “Bethlehem Build” in the memo line. 

First Communion Instruction: Any age is welcome to join. Parents and children who desire to 

join should speak to Pastor Scalet or Deacon Linda Walker.  

Help us decorate the church by donating for Easter. To have your dedications or memorials 

included in the Easter bulletins, you must sign up or contact the church office by March 26.  

mailto:pbpattib@gmail.com?subject=The%20Old%20Settler%20tickets
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z43P/campaign/C-1264B
mailto:pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org?subject=First%20Communion%20Instruction

