


Hear Gods Everyone is welcome. As people of God, St. John’s

° A & welcomes all regardless of age, economic status, ethnic
Saln 6\’%0 background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or
9 ‘@ sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is
[#]

S o neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there 1s neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)

n
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% This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come.
o

Share Christ’s Love.

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in
contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their
noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the
ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the
signs or ask any member for directions.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If
you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be
happy to commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s 1s a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the
mission of the wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network.
Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use
your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon!
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Ministers: The People of St. John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Donna Garzinsky, Director of Music dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jessica Damrow Sherman, Communications Director jdamrowsherman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton
Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery

We're delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




Prayer Before Worship
Your glory and power, O God, surround us in the sanctuary. We lift up our hands and call on
your name. We are your people, thirsty for the living water you alone can give. When we
consider how you have helped us, giving us a spring that gushes up to eternal life, we cling to
you, singing praises with joyful lips; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 1

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Meditation on “Near the Cross” Arr. Wayne H. Dietterick

Jesus, keep me near the cross, there’s a precious fountain;
free to all, a healing stream flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever;

till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river.

WELCOME

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins to God, seeking forgiveness in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our *+ Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you 1n all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.



Please stand.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 323 God Loved the World
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.

Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-va-tion, letus pray to the Lord.
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For this ho-ly house, and for all who of - fer here their wor-ship and praise,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life,
death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your

saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.




Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

Please be seated.
FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-9
'"Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
*Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
*Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
>See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
5Seek the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
*For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
’For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 63:1-8
Choir sings the lightface verses. All sing the boldface verses.
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O God, you are my God; eager- ' 1y I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there ! is no water.
*Therefore I have gazed upon you in your ' holy place,
that I might behold your power ' and your glory.
*For your steadfast love is better than ' life itself:
my lips shall ' give you praise.
*So will I bless you as long ' as I live
and lift up my hands ' in your name.
"My spirit is content, as with the rich- ' est of foods,
and my mouth praises you with ! joyful lips,
when I remember you up- ' on my bed,
and meditate on you in ' the night watches.
"For you have ' been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I ' will rejoice.
*My whole being ' clings to you;
your right hand ' holds me fast.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
'T do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, *and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea, “and all ate the same spiritual food, “and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank
from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. *Nevertheless, God was not
pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

*Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they
did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat
and drink, and they rose up to play.” *We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of
them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. "We must not put Christ to the test, as
some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. '’And do not complain as some of them did,
and were destroyed by the destroyer. !'These things happened to them to serve as an example,
and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. *So if you
think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. *No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but
with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.
The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



Please stand.
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GOSPEL Luke 13:1-9
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

'At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices.’[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans
suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?’No, I tell you; but unless
you repent, you will all perish as they did. *Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in
Jerusalem? *No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking
for fruit on it and found none. ’So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?’ *He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on
it. °If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” *

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet



Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 331 As the Deer Runs to the River
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Je -sus, source of liv-ing wa - ter, may we drink  of you and live!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923
Music: JULION, David Hurd, b. 1950

Text © 2002 GIA Publications. Inc.
Music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All riehts reserved. Used bv permission.




APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of mercy, Hear our prayer.
Response at the conclusion of the prayer: Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission through this congregation. Both visitors
and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time
or recurring electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummiit.org or scan this code.

OFFERING MUSIC O Lamb of God By Petri Laaksonen

Adult Choir

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us; grant us peace.



Please stand.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
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Please be seated.

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON
If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups.
You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup.
Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.



LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN

ACS 963 Jesus Christ Our Blessed Savior
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546, after Jan Hus, c. 1369-1415; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951, and Paul Westermeyer, b. 1940

Music: JESUS CHRISTUS, UNSER HEILAND, Hohenfurt, 1410; Enrichidion, Erfurt, 1524

Text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 335 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915




Please stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE ELW 811 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
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1s my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, all my glo-ry and sal-va - tion!

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 18561921, alt.
Music: DER AM KREUZ, Johann B. Kénig, 1691-1758

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and
our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world,

BLESSING

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which
1s good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And
may Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN ELW 618 Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
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feed me now and ev - er - more, feed me now and ev - er - more.
shield me with your might-y arm, shield me with your might-y arm.
I will raise for - ev - er - more, I will raise for - ev - er - more.

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Setting of “Trumpet Tune on Cwm Rhondda” By Michael Helman



March 20, 2022

Intergenerational Faith Formation continues TODAY at 9:00 AM: Everyone is invited! This
Sunday’s theme is “The Practices of Lent.”

Lent midweek services, Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. Join us each week for Evening Prayer .

Worship Assistants Needed: Altar Guild volunteers, Greeters, Counters, Readers, Ushers and
Livestream Crew members. MANY hands are needed to offer the worship services and events
that we do. Please email Pastor Blake or Bev Kaczmarski.

First Communion instruction begins in Lent, with new communicants receiving their first
communion on Easter Sunday. Contact Pastor Blake for more information!

Boxes of Cereal for Loaves & Fishes: We have been asked to collect boxed cereal for Loaves
and Fishes during Lent. We ask everyone to bring at least one box of cereal each week of Lent to
reach our goal of 300+ boxes. We have collected approximately 180 boxes so far!

Let Us Build a House—Bethlehem Build: Our partner congregation, Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, New Orleans, is building new affordable housing rentals on their property in
partnership with Tulane University. Our Council has challenged St. John’s to raise $22,500, or
10% of the needed funds to make this project possible during Lent. Give online or by check
payable to St. John’s with “Bethlehem Build” in the memo line. Our current total: $8700!

Missing our Lenten soup suppers? We will be selling homemade soups and breads between
services for you and your family to purchase and enjoy during Lent. All proceeds will go toward
the Bethlehem Build Project. If you are interested in making soup or bread for the sale — please
contact Jane Bowman or Jama Bowman.

Easter Flowers: We are collecting donations for Easter flowers; suggested donations of $25-50
All dedications must be received by April 3. Sign up in the entryway.

Lutheran Disaster Response is providing refugees and those affected by the crisis in Ukraine
with immediate financial support (100% of all donations are given) as well as food, blankets,
water and hygiene kits. You can mail or drop off a check at the church office, or donate online
and type “Ukraine” under the “Special Giving” field or in the memo line.
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