Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2023 | 10:30 AM



All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of race, culture,
ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation,

@(? physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration
Saln , Gf‘( path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive
O, congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and
‘~ learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to
do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for
a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from
one another and growing together on this journey of faith, grace, and love.
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Share Christ’s Love.

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35).

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in
contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their
noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please inform an usher if you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the
mission of the wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network.
Download the free WaveCast app to your phone T ap ST _JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use
your own headphones to listen. . :
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Ministers: The People of Saint John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Vicar Naeem Harry, Intern vicar@stjohnssummit.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman(@stjohnssummit.org
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton

We’'re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




Prayer Before Worship
As children of God’s light, we are called to do what is pleasing to the Lord: to participate in
what is good and right and true, and expose what is unfruitful and evil.
Knowing that we turn from the light, we bring our confession to God, so that what is hidden in
us becomes visible, and the shadows of our hearts may be illumined by grace.

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ELW Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book
ACS Al Creation Sings: Purple Book

PRELUDE When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Al Roberts
Andrew Larsen, tenor saxophone

WELCOME

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us
with the gift of grace. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 1s not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sin before God and one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




GATHERING HYMN ELW 673 God, Whose Almighty Word
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-va-tion, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho-ly house, and for all who of - fer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra - cious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13

'The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears
of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the Lord.’ *Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” “Samuel did what the Lord commanded,
and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you
come peaceably?” *He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves
and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

*When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before
the Lord.” 'But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” ®*Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” *Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” °Jesse made seven of
his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of
these.” ""Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we
will not sit down until he comes here.” ?He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one.” ®Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramah.

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23 Choir sings light verses, congregation bold verses.

CRELES e

© Saint Meinrad Archabbey

'The Lord is my ' shepherd;
I shall not ' be in want.
>The Lord makes me lie down ' in green pastures
and leads me be- ' side still waters.
’You restore my soul, ' O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for ' your name’s sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ' fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my en-'emies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.
SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ' Lord forever.

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14
%0nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '°Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. "Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. *For it
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; *but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, *for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Refrain
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Praise to you, O Christ, our Sav-ior, Word of the Fa-ther, call-ing us to life;
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Son of God who leads us to free-dom: glo-ry to you, Lord Je-sus Christ!

© 1986, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

V. You are the Word who binds us and unites us; you are the Word who calls us to be one;
you are the Word who teaches us forgiveness: glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL John 9:1-41
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. *His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. “We must
work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. *As
long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” *When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, "saying to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came
back able to see. *The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask,
“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” *Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” '°But they kept asking
him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” "He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and
received my sight.” *They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
BThey brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it was a sabbath
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. "Then the Pharisees also began to ask him
how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” ®Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe
the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your
eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

®The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called
the parents of the man who had received his sight '*and asked them, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?” *’His parents answered, “We know that this is
our son, and that he was born blind; *'but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” **His parents said
this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who



confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. >*Therefore his parents
said, “He 1s of age; ask him.”

S0 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” *He answered, “I do not know whether he is
a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” **They said to him, “What
did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” *’He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” **Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
*We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.” **The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes
from, and yet he opened my eyes. *We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *’If this man were not from God, he
could do nothing.” *They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to
teach us?” And they drove him out.

#Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe
in the Son of Man?” **He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”
Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” *He said,
“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. *Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so
that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” **Some of the
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” *Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin
remains.”

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet



Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 611 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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1 I heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un -to me and rest;
2 1 heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
31 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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I came to Je -sus, and I drank of  that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and [ found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
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and in that light

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
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NICENE CREED

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith:

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Response at the conclusion of the prayer. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring
electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code.




OFFERING ANTHEM The Lord 1s My Shepherd

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
God maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
God leadeth me beside the still waters.

Please stand.

God restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Thomas Matthews

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. —Psalm 23

OFFERTORY ELW 188 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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and up - hold me with your free Spir - it.
OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.




Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
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Please be seated.

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION
If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup.
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 782 My Shepherd, You Supply My Need
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1 My Shep-herd, you sup-ply my need; most ho - ly 1is your name.

2 Whenl walk through the shades of death, your pres-ence 1s my stay;

3 The sure pro - vi - sions of my God at - tend me all my days;
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In pas - tures fresh you make me feed, be - side the liv-ing stream.
one word of your sup-port-ing breath drives all my fears a - way.
oh, may your house be a - bode and all my work be praise.
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You bring my wan-dring spir -it  back when [  for - sake your ways,
Your hand, in sight of my foes, does still my ta - ble spread;
Here would 1 find a set - tled rest, while oth-ers go and come;
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Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt., based on Psalm 23
Music: RESIGNATTON, North American traditional
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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2 "Twas  grace that taught  my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
Q ] | i i\
7 4TS )
& e
4 ' — :
saved a wretch  like me! | once was lost, but
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have al - read - y come; t1s grace has brought me
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now am found; was blind, but Nnow I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



Please stand.

BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and
our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world,

BLESSING

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which
1s good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. And
may Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 339 Christ, the Life of All the Living
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1 Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark -est depths of woe:
e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful - ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f’ring,death,and mer-it life e-ter - nal I in- her - it.
for you chose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.

thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last @i - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Fugue in g minor, BWV 542

J.S. Bach
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March 19, 2023
Lent Forum, TODAY at 9:00: Sage Eldercare: Resources and Opportunities.

Children's Choir at 9:30 AM and Faith Formation at 10:00 AM. All children are welcome
and encouraged to join in the fun. Contact Deacon Walker for more information.

Dinner Church, TONIGHT, 6:00 PM. Join us for Word and Sacrament in a dinner setting.

Soup for a Cause, through March 26: We will be selling homemade soups and breads between
Sunday services during Lent. All proceeds will go toward the Bethlehem Build Project. If you
are interested in making soup or bread for the sale contact Jane Bowman at (908) 447-8865.

Lenten Bridges Collection: We will be preparing 200 sustainable lunches for the April Bridges
Run on March 26 at 9:00 AM during Faith Formation. Sign up in the narthex to donate items.

Help us decorate the church by donating for Easter. To have your dedications or memorials
included in the Easter bulletins, you must sign up or contact the church office by March 26.

Lenten Midweek Worship Services on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, Soup Suppers and Fellowship
at 6:00 PM. Sign up on the rear entry bulletin board to bring food to ensure we have enough.

Cereal for Loaves & Fishes Lent Collection. A traditional Lenten discipline is to give to those
in need. We have been asked to collect boxed cereal for Loaves and Fishes. We ask everyone to
bring at least one box of cereal for each of the six weeks of Lent. Can we collect 200 boxes?

Bethlehem Build Lent Collection. Our partner congregation, Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
New Orleans, is building the 2™ affordable house on their property in partnership with Tulane
University. Our Council has challenged us to raise $25,000 between now and Easter. Give online
or by check, payable to St. John’s, “Bethlehem Build” in the memo line. We have raised $2,200 to date.

Cross Roads Summer Camp: Campers encounter God in nature, worship, and in relationships
while at summer camp. Contact the office for church member scholarships.

First Communion Instruction: Any age is welcome to join. Parents and children who desire to
join should speak to Pastor Scalet or Deacon Linda Walker.

Faith, Hope & Love: Building Safer & More Welcoming Congregations for LGBTQ+ Youth
Workshop, Saturday, April 22 at Abiding Presence, 2220 Pennington Rd, Ewing Township, NJ
from 8:45 AM - 3:30 PM. The day will include three workshop slots filled with topics
surrounding youth, parent resources, advocacy, LGBTQ+ 101, and mental health. Breakfast and
lunch will be provided. Suggested donation of $20/attendee or $40/family (3 or more members
of the same family). Registration link can be found in the weekly email.

Afternoon Tea for Cross Roads, April 29, 3:00 PM at St. John’s. Recommended donation,
$45 per person. There will be additional opportunities to give to Cross Roads at the fundraiser.
All are welcome and fancy dress is encouraged—bowties and hats are expected while white
gloves and mink stoles optional. Register by April 14 online or call the office with number
attending. Space 1s limited.


https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z43P/campaign/C-1264B
mailto:pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org?subject=First%20Communion%20Instruction

