
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 6, 2023 | 9:15 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen.  

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   Prelude in G  William Henry Harris  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the Father, and of  

the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

Life-changing God, you have touched us and transformed us to reach out to all who 
hunger for what only you can give. Keep our feet in your paths  

through Jesus Christ our Redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   



HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, 

and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 55:1–5 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of  the Lord your God, the Holy One of  Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 145 



SECOND READING   Romans 9:1–5 
1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 
Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself  

were accursed and cut off  from Christ for the sake of  my own people, my kindred according to 

the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of  the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, 

according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL   Matthew 14:13–21 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of  John the Baptist], he withdrew from there in a 

boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 

from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them 
and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 

deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 

villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate 

and were filled; and they took up what was left over of  the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 
21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON  The Rev. Dámaris E. Porsch-Ortega 

 

 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ACS 966 Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken  



OFFERING MUSIC   You Satisfy the Hungry Heart David Cherwien 

Andrew Larsen, saxophone 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

Please stand. 

OFFERTORY 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 474 Bread of  Life from Heaven  



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us 

with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the 

world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many 

peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 542 O Living Bread from Heaven  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Festal Flourish  Gordon Jacob  



August 6, 2023 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God in memory of  their parents, Don & Miriam 

Peterson by the Peterson Family.  

We welcome the Reverend Dámaris E. Porsch-Ortega as our supply pastor today. 

Applications are now being accepted for the Hinman Scholarship Fund. For any questions, 

please contact Linda Mesenbrink.   

Pastor Blake will be on vacation July 24–August 14. Please contact Carmen Johnson, Council 

President or the church office in the event of  a pastoral emergency. 

LSMNJ BACKPACKS due TODAY.  

Summer Movie Night: Join us August 21 at 7:00 PM for another movie night screening, 

Nomadland. Released in 2020, this American drama is about a widow who leaves to travel 

around the United States in her van as a nomad. It won Best Picture, Best Director and Best 
Actress at the 93rd Academy Awards. 

Dialogue Circles on Race are facilitated conversations about race and the history of  systemic 

racism in American society. A Dialogue Circle (6-15 participants) meets for five weeks, for two 

hours at a time. Co-led by trained facilitators, the group members discuss challenging readings, 

learn to listen deeply to one another’s experiences, and move forward in their individual 
journeys toward understanding and dismantling structural racism. A shared commitment to 

attending all five sessions ensures that participants will experience the full curriculum and can 

develop trust and connection within the group. See the weekly email to register by August 27 

Cross Roads Women’s Retreat, October 20–22: The Women’s Retreat at Cross Roads is 

designed to provide a sanctuary for women to reconnect with themselves, foster meaningful 
connections with like-minded individuals, and embark on a journey of  self-discovery and 

renewal. This retreat is a unique opportunity for you to prioritize self-care, gain valuable 

insights, and create lasting memories. See the weekly email for more information.  

We are hiring a Livestream Coordinator for Sunday services from 7:45–Noon, including 

religious holidays, approximately 5 hours a week. Open to high school and college students with 

TV production experience. Contact Linda Mesenbrink at 973-202-2773 or Linda.mesenbrink@verizon.net. 
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