
August 9, 2020 
10:30 AM 

Join us for our livestream at https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/  
or https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ  

Zoom Coffee Hour: URL: https://zoom.us/j/753360733 

Tenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
https://zoom.us/j/753360733


August 9, 2020 

In-Person Worship: We will begin having ~30-minute in-person worship services every 

other Sunday at 7:00 PM. Please bring your own chairs--spots will be marked on the front lawn. 

Masks must be worn and social distance must be observed. Restricted bathroom usage. At-risk 

individuals or anyone feeling unwell, should not attend. Please use discretion. Please 

RSVP here so that we can plan for attendance. Our next live service will be August 16. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors: Please give generously to the emergency fund sponsored by the 

Summit Interfaith Council to help Summit immigrant neighbors adversely affected by COVID-
19. You may make your tax-deductible donation to the Relief  Fund here, by either check or 

PayPal. Checks should be made out to and mailed to Beacon UU Congregation in Summit,  

4 Waldron Ave., Summit, NJ 07901.   

Zoom Children’s Time is on hiatus. 

Evening Prayer: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM on both our Facebook and YouTube pages.  

Hymns of Faith is on hiatus.  

Worship Live Stream at 10:30 AM on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit or our 

YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ Worship bulletins are 

located: https://www.stjohnssummit.org/bulletins.  

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust 

ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church.  

Social Ministry Highlight: Lutheran Social Ministry of New Jersey Backpacks 

LSM has asked only for financial contributions this year to minimize the risk of  COVID 

infection. A completed backpack costs approximately $35, and we hope to match last year’s 

collection of  at least 65 backpacks. We have collected enough money for 62 backpacks to date! 

Pledge your contribution at https://forms.gle/wjWYCme11qDWXsD77 All pledges must be 

paid by check or online, include “LSM Backpacks” in the memo line by TODAY. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. 

John’s welcomes all regardless of  age, economic 
status, ethnic background, gender, physical or 

mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We 

affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid  
you come. 

https://forms.gle/T3rpHKYdUACbpd8V7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfi1K_S3t_XCwWX_BEJkVtk3hvC5YeJpMgQIibCnM5EwJvaSA/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit
http://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/bulletins
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving
https://forms.gle/wjWYCme11qDWXsD77
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


PRELUDE   Prelude in C  By J. S. Bach (1685–1750) 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the 

Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Gracious God, we listen for you in wind, earthquake, and fire. Unexpectedly, you speak in 

the sound of  silence. We pray that by the power of  the Holy Spirit, you will silence in us all 

the storms, doubts, and fears that overwhelm so that we may hear what you have to say.  
Your still small voice. Thin. Quiet. Yet compelling, commanding, all the same.  

We ask it in the name of  Christ. Amen.  

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your 
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of  

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING   1 Kings 19:9–18  
9At [Horeb, the mount of  God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of  the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He 

answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of  hosts; for the Israelites have 

forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 

  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to 

pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking 
rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an 

earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but 

the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of  sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, 
he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of  the cave. Then 

there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the LORD, the God of  hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 

and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your 

way to the wilderness of  Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 
Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of  Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint 

Elisha son of  Shaphat of  Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the 

sword of  Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of  Jehu, Elisha shall 
kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and 

every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 



READING   Romans 10:8b–15  

 “The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of  faith that we proclaim); 9because if  you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For one 
believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 

saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no 

distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of  all and is generous to all who call 
on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of  whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to 
proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of  those who bring good news!” 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   174 Celtic Alleluia 



GOSPEL   Matthew 14:22–33  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of  the Sea of  
Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 

mountain by himself  to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the 

boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in 
the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking 

on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
  28Peter answered him, “Lord, if  it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He 

said, “Come.” So Peter got out of  the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 

Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 

him, “You of  little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of  God.” 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY   755 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord in your mercy, . . . Hear our prayer. Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

And now let us pray as our Savior taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about 
mailing checks, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org/giving. You may also contact the church office  

for more options. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. O God, we long for the time when the meek shall inherit the earth and all who 

hunger and thirst after justice shall be satisfied, and we believe that, despite the persistence 

of evil, now is always the time when more good can be done and we can make a difference. 

May it be so, by the presentation of these gifts and the offering of our lives through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 
O give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good. 

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Praise and thanks to God. 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

OFFERING DUET   “My Life Flows on in Endless Song”   By Richard Walters (b. 1956) 

Kirsten Meyer, soprano     Nick Meyer, tenor    

My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentation.  

I hear the real, though far off hymn that hails a new creation. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging. 

It sounds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing? 

 

What though the tempest round me rears, I know the truth, it liveth. 

What though the darkness round me close, songs in the night it giveth. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging. 

Since love is lord of Heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing? 

 

When tyrants tremble, sick with fear and hear their death knells ringing; 

When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing? 

In prison cell and dungeon vile our thoughts to them are winging. 

When friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing. 

 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging. 

It sounds an echo in my soul. how can I keep from singing? 



SENDING HYMN   785 When Peace like a River 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Setting of  Ville du Havre By Ken Medema (b. 1943) 

 

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR: URL: https://zoom.us/j/753360733 

Ministers: The People of St. John’s 

  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Gladys G. Moore, Pastor pastorggmoore@stjohnssummit.org 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 
Donna Garzinsky, Director of  Music  dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org 

Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Harry Kocotos, Visitation Pastor 

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     
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