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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

PRELUDE   Variations for organ on Nettleton  By Albert L. Travis  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our 

hearts through faith. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

God of justice and mercy, by your Holy Spirit inspire us through your word,  
and shape our lives according to your will. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 2 

  



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 521 O Day of  Rest and Gladness  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures surrounded by 

great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us strength of  mind and body, so that 

even when we suffer because of  human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 58:9b–14 
9bIf  you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of  the finger, the speaking of  evil, 10if  
you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of  the afflicted, then your light shall rise 

in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The Lord will guide you continually, and 

satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of  water, whose waters never fail.12Your ancient ruins shall be 

rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of  many generations; you shall be called the repairer 

of  the breach, the restorer of  streets to live in. 
     13If  you refrain from trampling the sabbath, from pursuing your own interests on my holy 

day; if  you call the sabbath a delight and the holy day of  the Lord honorable; if  you honor it, 

not going your own ways, serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; 14then you 
shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride upon the heights of  the earth; I will feed 

you with the heritage of  your ancestor Jacob, for the mouth of  the Lord has spoken. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 103:1–8 Spoken responsively 
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

 and forget not all God’s benefits— 
3who forgives all your sins 

 and heals all your diseases; 
4who redeems your life from the grave 

 and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy; 
5who satisfies your desires with good things 
 so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
6O LORD, you provide vindication 

 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7You made known your ways to Moses 
 and your works to the children of  Israel. 
8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

SECOND READING   Hebrews 12:18–29 
18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, 

and a tempest, 19and the sound of  a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg 
that not another word be spoken to them. 20(For they could not endure the order that was given, 

“If  even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was 

the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of  the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
23and to the assembly of  the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of  all, 

and to the spirits of  the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of  a new covenant, 
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of  Abel. 

  25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if  they did not escape when they 

refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if  we reject the one 
who warns from heaven! 26At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet 

once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” 

indicates the removal of  what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken 
may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give 

thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; 29for indeed 

our God is a consuming fire. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL   Luke 13:10–17  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

10Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of  the synagogues on the sabbath. 11And just then there 

appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and 

was quite unable to stand up straight. 12When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, 
“Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” 13When he laid his hands on her, immediately she 

stood up straight and began praising God. 14But the leader of  the synagogue, indignant because 

Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work 
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” 15But the Lord 

answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of  you on the sabbath untie his ox or 

his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? 16And ought not this woman, a 
daughter of  Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage 

on the sabbath day?” 17When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire 

crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing. 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ACS 1021 O God, to You I Cry in Pain 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  Deacon Linda Walker 



APOSTLES CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

ORDER FOR HEALING 

Our Lord Jesus healed many as a sign of  the reign of  God come near and sent the disciples to 

continue this work of  healing—with prayer, the laying on of  hands, and anointing. In the name 

of  Christ, the great healer and reconciler of  the world, we now entrust to God all who are in 
need of  healing.  

 

LITANY 

Let us pray. Loving God, we give you thanks for the gifts of  life on earth, for our human bodies 

and all you have created. In your great mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, by the wounds of  your Son we are healed. Bring your saving health to all people. 

In your great mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Restoring God, your Son Jesus brought the gift of  healing and wholeness. Bring your healing 

presence now to us and all who are in any distress. In your great mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Almighty God, source of  human knowledge, give skill, wisdom, and compassion to all who 

provide medical care. In your great mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Sustaining God, give gentleness and courage to family members, friends, and caregivers. In your 

great mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of great and abundant mercy, with your presence sustain us and all for whom we pray; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
All are invited to come forward for the laying on of  hands and anointing with oil as sign of  healing.  

You may come seeking healing in body, mind, spirit, or relationship. 

Come down the center aisle, returning by the side aisles.  
You may wish to kneel in prayer once you return to your seat. 

 

 Name , in the name of  our Savior Jesus Christ, be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that 

you may know the healing power of  the Spirit. Receive this oil as a sign of  forgiveness and 

healing in Jesus Christ. Response: Amen. 

 



HYMN   ELW 617 We Come to You for Healing, Lord 



PRAYER 

Let us pray. Living God, through the laying on of  hands and anointing, grant comfort in 

suffering to all who are in need of  healing. When we are afraid, give us courage; when afflicted, 

give us patience; when dejected, give us hope; and when alone, assure us of  the support of  your 

holy people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and 

obey, be now and evermore our sure defense, and help us to know that the name given to us for 

health and salvation is the name of  our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

HYMN   ACS 1019 Lord Jesus Christ, Lover of  All 



OFFERING MUSIC   “There is a Balm in Gilead” Arr. Fred Bock 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and 

fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless 

and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your 

Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, Hear our prayer.  

Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission through this congregation. Both visitors 

and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. A collection plate can be found at the 
entrance of  the sanctuary. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution, you 
may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  
 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke light into 

darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being.  

For your Word of  life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of  your wonderful gifts: freedom from 

captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you.  

For your Word of  life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: forgiveness 

through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of  your self-giving love.  

For your Word of  life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Send your Spirit of  truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our 

hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of  a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw 

near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The God of  peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless us, comfort us, and show us the path of  

life this day and always. Amen. 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 860 I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Variation 4, “Toccata” for organ on Nettleton  By Albert L. Travis 



August 21, 2022 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God and in memory of  George Leelike by Susan, 

Chris, and John Leelike. 

We welcome Deacon Linda Walker as our guest preacher today and Connie Schmalz as our 

guest musician. 

Reconciling in Christ: The Social Justice Social Ministry (SJSM) Committee is proposing that 

St. John’s becomes a “Reconciling in Christ” church. For nearly 50 years, ReconcilingWorks: 

Lutherans for Full Participation has advocated for the full welcome, inclusion, and equity of  
LGBTQIA+ Lutherans in the life of  their Church, congregation, and community. Over the next 

several months, our congregation will offer several educational opportunities. Their goal is to 

present a motion at the February congregational meeting to adopt a welcome statement and 
officially become an RIC church. More details to come! 

Many library books are overdue or missing from our church library. Please check your shelves 

and return the books to the library or the church office. Thank you.  

Anti-Racism Committee Summer reading books available with discussions after Labor Day. 

Small Great Things, recommended donation $10. Sum of  Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How 

We Can Prosper Together recommended donation $15. Books available in the church office. 

The Hinman Scholarship Fund applications are now being accepted. Applications can be found 

in the church office. Contact Linda Mesenbrink with questions. 

Homecoming Sunday, September 11: Join us as we kick-off  the fall program year. This is an 

exciting time to re-engage in worship, education, music and service. Services will be held at 8:00 

AM and 10:30 AM followed by a picnic at Noon. Sign-up sheet is in the entryway. We ask that 

you bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share. 

Congregational Retreat—September 30–October 2: Join us for a fun weekend at Cross Roads 

for activities for all ages, faith formation, building connections with other church members, or 
simply to connect with nature. We have reserved the entire Christ Center, a modern hotel-like 

retreat space with private bathrooms. Speak to Pastor Scalet or Jane Bowman with questions.  

Lutheran Disaster Response for those affected by the crisis in Ukraine with immediate financial 

support (100% of all donations are given). You can mail or drop off  a check at the church office, 

or donate online and type “Ukraine” under the “Special Giving” field or in the memo line. 



Join the Music Ministry this Fall 
Help lead worship, sing and play inspiring music from across the centuries, and 

build community with fellow musicians and members of  St. John’s. 
 

St. John’s Choir begins September 7 

 Open to high school through adults 

 Rehearsal Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 PM, Sings most Sundays at 10:30 

Handbell Choir begins September 18  

 Open to Middle School through Adults 
 Rehearsal Sundays 11:45 to 12:45 PM, Plays occasionally at 10:30 

Recorder Choir begins September. 21 (6:30 to 7:15 PM)  

 Open to high school through adults – Rehearsals Wednesdays 6:30-7:15 p.m.,  

 plays  occasionally at 10:30 

Coming Soon: Children’s Choir and Drumming Ensemble  

 Watch this space for more info 

 
Sign up here: https://forms.gle/oCj4qdsWGyQAqXCz9 

For more info email Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music at 

charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org. 

O God, we pray for those who are suffering pain or illness.  Heal them with your saving grace 
and mercy.  Amen.  

Art Bauer, Lois Damato, RJ Klein, Shirley Paulson, Corey Sanders, Margaret Sherman, Hedy 

Stark, and Wayne Dietterick 

https://forms.gle/oCj4qdsWGyQAqXCz9
mailto:charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
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