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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   “Ave Maria” By Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the 

Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

God our Living Father, we give you thanks for sending our Lord Jesus Christ  

to give his life as bread for the world. Fill us now with your Spirit that we may make the 

most of  the time, understanding your will and expressing your wisdom in the midst of  the 
people you have chosen. Amen. 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, in choosing the virgin Mary to be the mother of  your Son, you 
made known your gracious regard for the poor, the lowly, and the despised. Grant us grace to 

receive your word in humility, and so to be made one with your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 61:7–11 

 7Because [the] shame [of  God’s people] was double, 
  and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, 

 therefore they shall possess a double portion; 

  everlasting joy shall be theirs. 
 8For I the Lord love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of  salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of  righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself  with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself  with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM 34:1-9 

Spoken responsively. 

 
1I will bless the Lord at all times; 
 the praise of  God shall ever be in my mouth. 
2I will glory in the Lord; 

 let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
3Proclaim with me the greatness of  the Lord; 

 let us exalt God’s name together. 
4I sought the Lord, who answered me 

 and delivered me from all my terrors. 
5Look upon the Lord and be radiant, 

 and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me 

 and saved me from all my troubles. 
7The angel of  the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord 

 and delivers them. 
8Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

 happy are they who take refuge in God! 
9Fear the Lord, you saints of  the Lord, 
 for those who fear the Lord lack nothing. 

 

SECOND READING   Galatians 4:4–7 
4When the fullness of  time had come, God sent his Son, born of  a woman, born under the 

law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of  his Son into our hearts, 

crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if  a child then also an heir, 

through God. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

GOSPEL   Luke 1:46–55  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
46Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of  his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 
  from generation to generation. 

 51He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of  their hearts. 
 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 

 53he has filled the hungry with good things, 
  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of  his mercy, 
 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON The Rev. Robert Kriesat 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Sing we of  the Blessed Mother  

TEXT: George B. Timms (1910–1997) , alt. 
MUSIC: RUSTINGTON, Charles Hubert Hastings Perry (1848–1918) 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both 

visitors and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a 
one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit 
www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC    

8:00 AM 

Praeludium 1  By J. S. Bach 

  (1685–1750) 

10:30 AM 

My Soul does Magnify the Lord (ELW 882) By Grayson Warren Brown 

   (b. 1948) 

Summer Choir 

Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 

the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 

If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 295 Of the Father’s Love Begotten  

10:30 Service ONLY 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 487 What Feast of  Love  

10:30 Service ONLY 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have 

seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: a light to reveal you 

to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, 

strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 

honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 424 Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of  Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   “Lasst uns Erfreuen” Arr.  Michael Burkhardt 



August 15, 2021 

Today we welcome The Rev. Robert Kriesat as our supply pastor. 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God by Paula and Taylor Cerdas in honor of  

their 3rd wedding anniversary. 

Pastoral Emergencies: Pastor Blake will be on vacation from August 9–22. In the event of  a 

pastoral emergency, please contact Andrew Larsen, Council President, or the church office. 

Sing with the Summer Choir: TODAY. Join Connie Schmalz around the Kawai piano in the 

front of  the sanctuary at 9:30 AM. All are welcome. 

Rally for Social Ministry UPDATE: We are THRILLED to announce that our collection for 

five local aid organizations brought in $15,000!! This is triple our original goal of $5,000, 

allowing us  to donate $3,000 per organization! THANK YOU to the generous people of  St. 

John’s!  

LSMNJ Backpack Collection! LSMNJ will once again supply students in our affordable 

housing with school supplies. You may either donate funds to St. John’s by TODAY, and we 

will send the combined contributions to LSMNJ Education Fund to buy needed school items, 

or you can purchase items on your own and ship/deliver directly to the LSMNJ Burlington 

office at 3 Manhattan Drive, Burlington, NJ 08016 (Monday–Friday only) by AUGUST 20. A 

list of  needed items can be found in the narthex. 

Outdoor Movie Nights: St. John’s Social Ministry & Social Justice committee have two 

outdoor movie nights planned at St. John’s, where we’ll gather outside the church to watch 

social justice-themed movies beneath the stars! We’ll begin on Saturday, August 28 at 7:00 PM 

to watch David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet. Screening will begin at about 7:30, and we’ll 

have popcorn as well. After the movie, we’ll discuss the issues addressed in the film. Our second 

movie night will be on Saturday, September 11 at 7:00 PM. Hope to see you there!   

Summer Reading: The Anti-Racism Committee has two recommendations for your summer 

reading list, both of  which will be discussed in the fall. The Color of  Law by Richard Rothstein 

and The Warmth of  Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson. Books will be available in the office for $10. 

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust 

ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church.  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     
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