
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

August 22, 2021 
8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 



Ministers: The People of St. John’s 

  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Donna Garzinsky, Director of  Music  dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jessica Damrow Sherman, Communications Coordinator jdamrowsherman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   “Rigaudon” By Georg Böhm (1661–1733),  

 Adapted by James Biery 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the 

Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Holy God, you have the words of  eternal life. By your Holy Spirit, let your words pierce our 

darkness, strengthen our faith, and illumine our witness for you. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 876 Let the Whole Creation Cry  



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices 
and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of  Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of  Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua 

said to all the people, 14”Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and 
serve the Lord. 15Now if  you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of  the 

Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.” 

  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 

gods; 17for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of  Egypt, 
out of  the house of  slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all 

the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the Lord 

drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 
serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM 34:15–22 

Spoken responsively. 

 
15The eyes of  the Lord are upon the righteous, 
 and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
16The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, 

 to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
17The righteous cry, and the Lord hears them 

 and delivers them from all their troubles. 
18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted 

 and saves those whose spirits are crushed. 
19Many are the troubles of  the righteous, 

 but the Lord delivers them from every one. 
20God will keep safe all their bones; 

 not one of them shall be broken. 
21Evil will bring death to the wicked 

 and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
22O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, 

 and those who put their trust in you will not be punished. 

 

SECOND READING   Ephesians 6:10–20 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of  his power. 11Put on the whole armor of  God, so 

that you may be able to stand against the wiles of  the devil. 12For our struggle is not against 

enemies of  blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of  this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of  evil in the heavenly places. 
13Therefore take up the whole armor of  God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil 

day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of  truth 
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of  righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on 

whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of  peace. 16With all of  these, take the 

shield of  faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of  the evil one. 
17Take the helmet of  salvation, and the sword of  the Spirit, which is the word of  God. 

  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 

always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a 
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of  the gospel, 20for 

which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

GOSPEL   John 6:56–69  

The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 [Jesus said,] 56”Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as 

the living Father sent me, and I live because of  the Father, so whoever eats me will live because 
of  me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, 

and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he 

was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
  60When many of  his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept 

it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does 

this offend you? 62Then what if  you were to see the Son of  Man ascending to where he was 
before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you 

are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the 

first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And 
he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the 

Father.” 

  66Because of  this many of  his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So 
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 

whom can we go? You have the words of  eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that 

you are the Holy One of  God.”  
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON The Rev. Arden Krych 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 810 O Jesus, I Have Promised 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both 

visitors and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a 
one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit 
www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC   8:00 AM Pastorale on “Holy Manna” By Gordon Young 

 10:30 AM “Your Words to Me Are Life and Health 

   By Robert Hobby (b. 1962) 

Kim Kanefke, soprano 

Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 

the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 

If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 620 How Sweet the Name of  Jesus Sounds  

10:30 Service ONLY 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 818 O Master, Let Me Walk with You  

10:30 Service ONLY 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have 

seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: a light to reveal you 

to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, 

strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 

honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of  Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   “Processional in D” By David N. Johnson (20th C.) 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 805 Lead On, O King Eternal  



August 22, 2021 

Please welcome our guest pastor today, The Rev. Arden Krych. 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God by Paula Cerdas in celebration of  the 

anniversary of  her nonprofit Lace for Love. 

Our Nursery TODAY will be located in the Adult Lounge due to our new floor installation. 

Pastoral Emergencies: Pastor Blake will be on vacation from August 9–22. In the event of  a 

pastoral emergency, please contact Andrew Larsen, Council President, or the church office. 

Outdoor Movie Nights: St. John’s Social Ministry & Social Justice committee have two 

outdoor movie nights planned at St. John’s, where we’ll gather outside the church to watch 

social justice-themed movies beneath the stars! We’ll begin on Saturday, August 28 at 7:00 PM 

to watch David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet. Screening will begin at about 7:30, and we’ll 

have popcorn as well. After the movie, we’ll discuss the issues addressed in the film. Our second 

movie night will be on Saturday, September 11 at 7:00 PM. Hope to see you there!  

Blessing of Backpacks & Briefcases, Sunday, September 5 at the 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 

worship service. Bring your backpack or briefcase to church and receive a blessing tag and a 

prayer as we return to work and school.  

Upcoming Music Ensemble Rehearsals: Adult Choir: Wednesday., September 15, 7:45 PM, 

Lutherringers: Sunday, September 26, 12:00 PM, Recorder Ensemble: Wednesday, September 

29, 7:00 PM. Specific rehearsal locations in the church to be announced closer to the above 

dates. Please join us!  

Save the Date for St. John’s Rally Day/Homecoming, September 19. Help us kick off  the new 

church year and properly celebrate Pastor Moore’s retirement with a festive meal following the 

10:30 AM service. Don’t miss this opportunity for fellowship and fun!  

Summer Reading: The Anti-Racism Committee has two recommendations for your summer 

reading list, both of  which will be discussed in the fall. The Color of  Law by Richard Rothstein 

and The Warmth of  Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson. Books will be available in the office for $10. 

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust 

ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     
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