
August 30, 2020 
10:30 AM 

Join us for our livestream at https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/  
or https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ  

Zoom Coffee Hour: URL: https://zoom.us/j/753360733 

Thirteenth Sunday After 
Pentecost 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
https://zoom.us/j/753360733


Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. 

John’s welcomes all regardless of  age, economic 
status, ethnic background, gender, physical or 

mental ability, race or sexual orientation. We 

affirm that in Christ “there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid  
you come. 

August 30, 2020 

In-Person Worship TONIGHT: Join us for ~30-minute in-person worship services every 

other Sunday at 7:00 PM. This service will include the reception of  Holy Communion. Please 

bring your own chairs—spots will be marked on the front lawn. Masks must be worn and social 
distance must be observed. Restricted bathroom usage. At-risk individuals or anyone feeling 

unwell should not attend. Please use discretion. Please RSVP here so that we can plan for 

attendance. 

St. John’s Anti-Racism Committee Book Club Dialogue finishes this Tuesday, September 1, 

at 5:00 PM. We will discuss Part 5 and the Epilogue of  Stamped from the Beginning by Ibram X. 

Kendi. Please join us at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82859241168 even if  you missed the first 

sessions or haven’t finished the book.  

Kick-Off Sunday, September 13: Mark your calendars as we kick-off  our program year. 

Calling all musicians: Join us in our virtual music-making this fall! The pandemic has 

temporarily changed St. John’s music ministry, but it can’t take away our spirit and enthusiasm. 
Email Donna Garzinsky (dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org) to find out how you can get involved.  

Neighbors Helping Neighbors: Please give generously to the emergency fund sponsored by the 

Summit Interfaith Council to help Summit immigrant neighbors adversely affected by COVID-

19. You may make your tax-deductible donation to the Relief  Fund here, by either check or 

PayPal. Checks should be made out to and mailed to Beacon UU Congregation in Summit,  
4 Waldron Ave., Summit, NJ 07901. 

Zoom Children’s Time is on hiatus. 

Evening Prayer: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM on both our Facebook and YouTube pages.  

Hymns of Faith: Wednesdays at 10:30 AM is on hiatus.  

Worship Live Stream at 10:30 AM on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit or our 

YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ Worship bulletins are 

located: https://www.stjohnssummit.org/bulletins.  

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust 

ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ka__YqEA4XrCkW8rj1uisri5hEe7nKuaUcTAohZur4k/edit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82859241168
mailto:dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfi1K_S3t_XCwWX_BEJkVtk3hvC5YeJpMgQIibCnM5EwJvaSA/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
http://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit
http://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/bulletins
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


PRELUDE   Setting of  Seelenbräutigam    By Nancy Raabe (b. 1954)  

  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the 

Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Almighty God, in the self-giving love of  Christ you have revealed the path of  salvation;  

give us courage to deny our selfish desire and bear the cross of  discipleship,  

that we may live as those who have no fear of  death and receive the joy of  everlasting life;  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of  suffering for the sake of  the world. 
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of  obedience, and give us strength to follow your 

commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN   836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

READING   Romans 12:9–21 
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of  

the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of  all. 18If  it is possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath 

of  God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if  your enemies 
are hungry, feed them; if  they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you 

will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 26:1–8 

Spoken responsively 
1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 
 I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
2Test me, O LORD, and try me; 

 examine my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
 I have walked faithfully with you. 
4I have not sat with the worthless, 

 nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
5I have hated the company of  evildoers; 

 I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 

 that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of  thanksgiving 

 and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 

 and the place where your glory abides. 



GOSPEL   Matthew 16:21–28 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 

disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief  priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to 

you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If  any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if  they 

gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

  27”For the Son of  Man is to come with his angels in the glory of  his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 

not taste death before they see the Son of  Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   174 Celtic Alleluia 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord in your mercy, . . . Hear our prayer. Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

And now let us pray as our Savior taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   624 Jesus, Still Lead On  



GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about 

mailing checks, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org/giving. You may also contact the church office  
for more options. 

 

OFFERING MUSIC  Setting of  “Children of  the Heavenly Father”  By Wayne Dietterick 

(b. 20th C.) 
(Dedicated to my long-time friend Joan Smedberg) 

Ringers:  Corey Sanders, Robin Roth, Alana Coble, Carol Groote, Judith Cook 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. O God, we long for the time when the meek shall inherit the earth and all who 

hunger and thirst after justice shall be satisfied, and we believe that, despite the persistence 

of evil, now is always the time when more good can be done and we can make a difference. 

May it be so, by the presentation of these gifts and the offering of our lives through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 
O give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good. 

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Praise and thanks to God. 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN   537 On Our Way Rejoicing  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Setting of  Hymn to Joy     Arr. John Carter (b. 1930) 

 

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR: URL: https://zoom.us/j/753360733 

Ministers: The People of St. John’s 

  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Gladys G. Moore, Pastor pastorggmoore@stjohnssummit.org 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 
Donna Garzinsky, Director of  Music  dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org 

Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
The Rev. Dr. Harry Kocotos, Visitation Pastor 

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright ©2006. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license #9925-S, OneLicense.net license #A-722032, and 

Church Copyright License #11453771. OneLicense.net License #A-

722032 and Church Copyright License #11453771 provide permission 

to podcast the music in this service. 

https://zoom.us/j/753360733


Children’s Bulletins 
















