
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 4, 2022 | 9:15 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 
Vicar Naeem Harry, Intern vicar@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 

Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 
Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

PRELUDE   Setting of  “Now the Silence”  By Walter L. Pelz 

Now the silence Now the peace Now the empty hands uplifted 

Now the kneeling Now the plea Now the Father's arms in welcome 

Now the hearing Now the pow'r Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 
Now the body Now the blood Now the joyful celebration 

Now the wedding Now the songs Now the heart forgiven leaping Now the Spirit's visitation 
Now the Son's epiphany Now the Father's blessing  Now Now Now 

Text by Jaroslav J. Vajda, ELW 460 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  word and sacrament in the church of  Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Holy and merciful God, we have come to hear your word. Help us to bear it. Break down in us 

all that resists your will and plant in us a willingness to turn, for we would live; we would be 

your disciples. By your Spirit, come to us, now, in ancient texts, in everyday visions, in the need 

of  our neighbor; we pray in the name of  Jesus, our light. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our 

works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your 

mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If  you obey the 
commandments of  the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord 

your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, 

then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that 
you are entering to possess. 17But if  your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led 

astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; 

you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings 

and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, 

obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of  days, so that you 
may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 

Jacob. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 1 Spoken responsively 
1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of  the wicked, 

 nor lingered in the way of  sinners, nor sat in the seats of  the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
3They are like trees planted by streams of  water, bearing fruit in due season,  

 with leaves that do not wither; 

 everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; 

 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

 nor the sinner in the council of  the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

 

SECOND READING   Philemon 1–21 
1Paul, a prisoner of  Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow 

soldier, and to the church in your house: 
  3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of  your love 

for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of  your faith may 
become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed 

received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of  the saints have been 

refreshed through you, my brother. 
  8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I 

would rather appeal to you on the basis of  love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now 

also as a prisoner of  Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father 
I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 

useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted 

to keep him with me, so that he might be of  service to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that 

your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he 

was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a 
slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, 

both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

  17So if  you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If  he has 
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing 

this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 
20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21Confident of  your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I 

say. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL   Luke 14:25–33  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 28For which of  you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 

estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a 

foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This 
fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against 

another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose 

the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If  he cannot, then, while the other is 
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of  peace. 33So therefore, none of  you 

can become my disciple if  you do not give up all your possessions.” 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND BLESSING OF BACKPACKS 

 

SERMON  Vicar Naeem Harry 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



Please stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 799 Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 



OFFERING MUSIC   Chant de Paix (Song of  Peace) By Jean Langlais 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and 

fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless 

and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your 

Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, Hear our prayer.  

Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission through this congregation. Both visitors 

and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. A collection plate can be found at the 
entrance of  the sanctuary. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution, you 
may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 810 O Jesus, I Have Promised  



BLESSING 

The God of  peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the 

path of  life this day and always. Amen. 

 

 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace: your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have 

seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of every people: a light to reveal you 

to the nations and the glory of your people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 

to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

VERSICLE 

O give thanks unto the Lord, for the Lord is good. 

God’s mercy endures forever. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 660 Lift High the Cross  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Andante By John Stanley 



September 4, 2022 

We welcome Diane Pivarnik as our guest musician today. 

Upcoming Forum: The Social Justice Social Ministry (SJSM) Committee will be hosting their 

first educational forum on September 25 at 9:00AM as part of  the RIC process, addressing 

definitions, terminology, and some key historical events. Come learn about this ever-evolving 
topic and bring your questions! The goal is to present a motion at the February congregational 

meeting to adopt a welcoming statement and officially become an RIC church.  

Worship Assistants Needed! Fall brings the return of  two services and the Worship Committee 

needs YOU to serve as Ushers, Greeters, Readers, Assisting Ministers or to be on Altar Guild. 
All these jobs are essential to worship at St. John’s and all are very simple to do! If  you are 

interested, please reach out to Bev Kaczmarski.  

New Members: Have you been worshipping at Saint John’s for a while now? Do you consider 

St. John’s your spiritual home? Maybe it’s time to become a member! Contact Pastor Blake to 

schedule a meeting and take that next step!   

The Hinman Scholarship Fund applications are now being accepted. Applications can be found 

in the church office. Contact Linda Mesenbrink with questions. 

Funeral for Peter Larsen, September 10 at 11:00 AM. Keep the Larsen family in your prayers. 

Homecoming Sunday, September 11: Join us as we kick-off  the fall program year. This is an 

exciting time to re-engage in worship, education, music and service. Services will be held at 8:00 

AM and 10:30 AM followed by a picnic at Noon. Sign-up sheet is in the entryway. We ask that 

you bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share. 

We are in need of volunteers to help with set up and clean up for Homecoming Sunday. We will 

begin setting up at 9:00 AM on September 11. Please contact Jama Bowman. 

We will welcome the Reverend Dr. R. Guy Erwin, President and Ministerium of  Pennsylvania 

Chair at the United Lutheran Seminary to Saint John's on September 18. Dr. Erwin will be the 

guest preacher at both services and will lead an adult forum at 9:00 AM.  

Bridges Outreach Streets to Homes 5K Run and Walk, Sunday, September 25 at 9:00 AM on 

the Village Green. It would be great to see some members running or walking in the race, which 

supports one of  our longtime ministry partners. Visit Bridgesoutreach.org to register and join the 
“St. John’s Team.” Email Brett Tomlinson with questions. You can do the run/walk and still 

come to worship at 10:30—we don't mind if  you are sweaty or still wearing running shoes! 

Shirley Paulson is turning 100! We ask that everyone send her a birthday card for this 

momentous occasion. Cards can be sent to: 93 Colfax Road, Springfield, NJ 07081. Everyone is 

invited to an open house at Shirley's home on Sunday, September 25 from 12:00 - 3:00 PM.  

Congregational Retreat—September 30–October 2: Join us for a fun weekend at Cross Roads 

for activities for all ages, faith formation, building connections with other church members, or 
simply to connect with nature. We have reserved the entire Christ Center, a modern hotel-like 

retreat space with private bathrooms. Speak to Pastor Scalet or Jane Bowman with questions.  



Join the Music Ministry this Fall 
Help lead worship, sing and play inspiring music from across the centuries, and build 

community with fellow musicians and members of  St. John’s. 
 

St. John’s Choir begins September 7 

 Open to high school through adults 

 Rehearsal Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 PM  

 Sings most Sundays at 10:30 service 

Handbell Choir begins September 18  

 Open to Middle School through Adults 

 Rehearsal Sundays 11:45 to 12:45 PM 

 Plays occasionally at 10:30 service 

Recorder Choir begins September. 21  

 Open to high school through adults 

 Rehearsals Wednesdays 6:30-7:15 PM 

 Plays occasionally at 10:30 service 

Coming Soon: Children’s Choir and Drumming Ensemble  

 Watch this space for more info 

 
Sign up here: https://forms.gle/oCj4qdsWGyQAqXCz9 

For more info email Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music at 

charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org. 

Lutheran Disaster Response for those affected by the crisis in Ukraine with immediate 

financial support (100% of all donations are given). You can mail or drop off  a check at the 
church office, or donate online and type “Ukraine” under the “Special Giving” field or in the 

memo line. 

https://forms.gle/oCj4qdsWGyQAqXCz9
mailto:charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
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