
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 11, 2022 | 10:30 AM 

Homecoming Sunday 



Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 
Vicar Naeem Harry, Intern vicar@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 

Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Andrew Schanstra, Livestream Coordinator aschanstra@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   Præludium in C, BuxWV 137  Dieterich Buxtehude 

 

WELCOME 

 

REMEBRANCE OF 9/11 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  word and sacrament in the church of  Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name 

of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

Merciful Lord, in Christ we see the lengths and depths to which you go to save us.  
Make us glad in our salvation, so that we may share this good news with friends and neighbors 

and with all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 731 Earth and All Stars  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 





PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself  all those 

who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary 

to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Exodus 32:7–14 
7The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of  the 
land of  Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of  a calf, and have worshiped it and 

sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of  the land of  
Egypt!’ ” 9The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 

me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of  you I 

will make a great nation.” 
  11But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of  the land of  Egypt with great power and with a 

mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of  the earth’? Turn from your 

fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13Remember 

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of  heaven, and all this land that I have 

promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And 

the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING   1 Timothy 1:12–17 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and a man of  violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, 14and the grace of  our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of  full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that 

in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example 
to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of  the ages, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 

 in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 

 and cleanse me | from my sin. 
3For I know | my offenses, 

 and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 

 so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.    R 
5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 

 a sinner from my | mother's womb. 
6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 

 and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 

 wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 

 that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 
9Hide your face | from my sins, 

 and blot out | all my wickedness. 
10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spir- | it within me.    R 

PSALM 51:1–10 

Refrain sung first by choir; all other times by all. Boldface verses sung by all. 



GOSPEL   Luke 15:1–10  

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees 

and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

  3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of  you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of  
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 

finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

  8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if  she loses one of  them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 

lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of  the angels of  God over one sinner who 
repents.” 

 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLES AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

 

 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All sing the acclamation; Choir sings the proper verse. 

V. There is joy in the presence of  the an-/gels of  God 
 over one sinner / who repents.  



Please stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 807 Come, Thou Fount of  Every Blessing  



APOSTLES CREED 

With the whole Church, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of  baptism and for these people, one with us in the body 

of  Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of  this congregation. 

 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of  Christ and sent to share in the mission of  God. 

We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of  God and share in the 

Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of  God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 
people, following the example of  Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of  your baptism among 

God’s people in this place? 

Response: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

People of  God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in 

Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

Congregation President: Let us welcome these sisters and brothers in Christ to this community of  

faith. We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to 

God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 
 



INSTALLATION OF THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Members of  the Search Committee: After prayerful deliberation, we, of  Saint John’s Lutheran 

Church in Summit, New Jersey, have appointed Christopher Harlow-Jennings to serve in the 
position of  Director of  Music. 
 

Our Lord Jesus, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith and a life of  loving service to 

our neighbor. You come among us as one invited to render a particular service, a gift from God 
to inspire us to love and good works. 
 

Christopher, in the presence of  this assembly will you commit yourself  to this new trust and 

responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you carry out this ministry in accordance with the holy scriptures and with the confessions 

of  the Lutheran church and in harmony with the constitutions of  the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Will you be diligent in your study of  the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of  the means of  

grace and in prayer? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Trusting in God’s care, will you seek to grow in love for those you serve, strive for excellence in 
your skills, and adorn the gospel of  Jesus Christ with a godly life? 

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength 

and compassion to perform them. Amen. 
 

People of  God, will you receive Christopher into this ministry as one sent to serve in the church 

of  Jesus Christ? We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work’s sake, and in all things strive to live 

together in the peace and unity of  Christ? 

We will, and we ask God to help us. 
 

Christopher, I now declare you installed as Director of  Music. Almighty God bless you, and 

direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be a faithful servant of  Christ. Amen. 
 

Let us pray. O God of  majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship: Strengthen and bless 
your servant Christopher, who, through your gift of  music, seeks to enliven our praises and 

proclaim your word with power. Through this ministry give us new awareness of  your beauty 

and grace, and join our voices with all the choirs of  heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

People of  God, I present to you Christopher Harlow-Jennings, your Director of  Music. Let us 

welcome him in the name of  Christ. 



Please stand. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord, listen to the prayers of  your people, gathered this day. 
 

Here, where we celebrate how Christ gave us his body to be our food, listen as we pray for his 

body the Church, spread throughout the world.  

Unite all Christians. Help us all to grow in love and service to God and neighbor. 
 

Here, where we recognize the presence of  Christ, who takes away the sin of  the world, listen 
as we pray for that world and for its peoples for whom his blood was shed.  

Bring an end to warfare, violence, and strife. Grant peace on earth. 
 

Here, where we come together as Christ gathered with his friends to give us this meal of  holy 

fellowship, listen as we pray for all whom you have given us, our friends and all whose lives 
are joined with ours. 

Bless our families, our friends, our communities, and this congregation. 
 

Here, where we remember the night of  Christ’s agony and trial, listen as we pray for all who 

share his sufferings through fear or pain or distress of  any kinds.  

Heal the sick, comfort the afflicted, support the poor, and free all in bondage. 
 

Here, where we join our praises with the whole company of  heaven, listen as we pray for all 

who have trusted Christ’s promise of  resurrection on the last day commemorated in this meal 

and sealed by his blood. 

May we feast this day with all the saints in glory until at last we all join in the great and 

promised feast Jesus has prepared for all who love—the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

All these prayers and whatever else remains on our hearts, we commend to your mercy 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission through this congregation. Both visitors 

and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. A collection plate can be found at the 
entrance of  the sanctuary. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring electronic contribution, you 

may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



OFFERING MUSIC  For the Beauty of  the Earth  By John Rutter 

OFFERING HYMN    ELW 695 As Saints of  Old 

Verse 3 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 

have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

For the beauty of the earth for the glory of the skies 
For the love which from our birth over and around us lies 

Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of praise. 

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night 
Hill and vale and tree and flow'r sun and moon and stars of light 

For the joy of human love brother, sister, parent, child 
Friends on earth and friends above for all gentle thoughts and mild 

For each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given 

Graces human and divine flow'rs of earth and buds of heav’n 

Text: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1864) 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PROPER PREFACE 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The vicar serves the wine from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ACS 977 Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table  



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and 

blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves 

away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Toccata in G  Théodore DuBois  



September 11, 2022 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God and in honor of  Laura Snyder by Ian Noble 

and Kirsten Russler. 

New Members joining TODAY at 10:30: We will be receiving Erin and Mark Lagatic, and 

their daughter Thea, as well as Linda and Craig Clark into membership. Please welcome them! 

Congregational Retreat—September 30–October 1: Join us for a fun weekend at Cross Roads 

for activities for all ages, faith formation, building connections with other church members, or 

simply to connect with nature. We have reserved the entire Christ Center, a modern hotel-like 
retreat space with private bathrooms. Speak to Pastor Scalet or Jane Bowman with questions. 

Initial head count numbers are needed by September 16. 

Fiesta Latina: We are a sponsor for Summit’s annual celebration of  Hispanic Heritage Month. 

On Friday, September 16 from 6:00–9:00 PM on Summit's Village Green there will be a free 

concert and dance party music from Latin and South America, highlighting different cultures, 

dance and musical demonstrations, and have food trucks selling all types of  delicacies.  

We will welcome the Reverend Dr. R. Guy Erwin, President and Ministerium of  Pennsylvania 

Chair at the United Lutheran Seminary to Saint John's on September 18. Dr. Erwin will be the 

guest preacher at both services and will lead an adult forum at 9:00 AM.  

Upcoming Forum: The Social Justice Social Ministry (SJSM) Committee will be hosting their 

first educational forum on September 25 at 9:00AM as part of  the RIC process, addressing 

definitions, terminology, and some key historical events. Come learn about this ever-evolving 

topic and bring your questions! The goal is to present a motion at the February congregational 
meeting to adopt a welcoming statement and officially become an RIC church.  

The Hinman Scholarship Fund applications are now being accepted. Applications can be found 

in the church office. Contact Linda Mesenbrink with questions. 

Bridges Outreach Streets to Homes 5K Run and Walk, Sunday, September 25 at 9:00 AM on 

the Village Green. It would be great to see some members running or walking in the race, which 

supports one of  our longtime ministry partners. Visit Bridgesoutreach.org to register and join the 

“St. John’s Team.” Email Brett Tomlinson with questions. You can do the run/walk and still 
come to worship at 10:30—we don't mind if  you are sweaty or still wearing running shoes! 

Shirley Paulson is turning 100! We ask that everyone send her a birthday card for this 

momentous occasion. Cards can be sent to: 93 Colfax Road, Springfield, NJ 07081. Everyone is 

invited to an open house at Shirley's home on Sunday, September 25 from 12:00 - 3:00 PM. A 

group will head over around 1:00 PM to visit and sing for Shirley. 

Lutheran Disaster Response for those affected by the crisis in Ukraine with immediate financial 

support (100% of all donations are given). You can mail or drop off  a check at the church office, 

or donate online and type “Ukraine” under the “Special Giving” field or in the memo line. 



SAINT JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 and All Creation 

Sings copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress under license #9925-S, OneLicense.net license #A-

722032, and/or Church Copyright License #11453771 which provide 

permission to podcast the music in this service.  

Join the Music Ministry this Fall 
Help lead worship, sing and play inspiring music from across the centuries, and build 

community with fellow musicians and members of  St. John’s. 
 

St. John’s Choir 

 Open to high school through adults 

 Rehearsal Wednesdays 7:30-9:00 PM  
 Sings most Sundays at 10:30 service 

Lutherringers Handbell Choir begins September 18  

 Open to Middle School through Adults 

 Rehearsal Sundays 11:45 to 12:45 PM 
 Plays occasionally at 10:30 service 

Recorder Choir begins September. 21  

 Open to high school through adults 

 Rehearsals Wednesdays 6:30-7:15 PM 
 Plays occasionally at 10:30 service 

    NEW Children’s Choir begins September 18  

     Open to all children ages 5 and up 

     Rehearsal 9:30 to 10:00 AM on 9/18, 9/25, 10/20, 10/9;  

     Sing on 10/16 @ 10:30 Service 
     Have fun, learn basic vocal technique and  

     musical fundamentals, and sing in worship  

Coming Soon: Drumming Ensemble  

 Watch this space for more info 

 

Sign up here: https://forms.gle/oCj4qdsWGyQAqXCz9 
For more info email Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music at 

charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org. 

https://forms.gle/oCj4qdsWGyQAqXCz9
mailto:charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org

