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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   “What Wondrous Love is This” Arr. Craig Phillips  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of  

creation. Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of  your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of  your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God, and all are now justified by God’s grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
 

Therefore, let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing 

our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach 

us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ 

our Savior. Amen. 

 

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection 

of  ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of  mercy and might strengthen you 

in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Let the words of  our mouths and the meditations of  our hearts  

be acceptable to you, O Lord. Be our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 864 Praise, My Soul, the God of  Heaven  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the 

glory of  the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of  the gospel we may turn 

from the lure of  evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 50:4–9a 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of  a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are 

taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I 

gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did 
not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like 

flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt 

is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 116:1–9 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1I love the LORD, who has | heard my voice, 
 and listened to my | supplication, 
2for the LORD has given | ear to me 

 whenev- | er I called. 
3The cords of  death entangled me;  
 the anguish of  the grave | came upon me; 

 I came to | grief  and sorrow. 
4Then I called upon the name | of the LORD: 

 “O LORD, I pray you, | save my life.”   R 
5Gracious is the | LORD and righteous; 
 our God is full | of  compassion. 
6The LORD watches o- | ver the innocent; 

 I was brought low, | and God saved me. 
7Turn again to your rest, | O my soul. 

 for the LORD has dealt | well with you. 
8For you have rescued my | life from death, 

 my eyes from tears, and my | feet from stumbling; 
9I will walk in the presence | of  the LORD 

 in the land | of  the living.   R  



SECOND READING   James 3:1–12 
1Not many of  you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of  us make many mistakes. Anyone who 

makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If  

we put bits into the mouths of  horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or 
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are 

guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of  the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a 

small member, yet it boasts of  great exploits. 
  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed 

among our members as a world of  iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of  

nature, and is itself  set on fire by hell. 7For every species of  beast and bird, of  reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the 

tongue—a restless evil, full of  deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it 

we curse those who are made in the likeness of  God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and 
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the 

same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield 

olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

GOSPEL   Mark 8:27–38 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of  Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; and still others, one of  the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that 

I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell 

anyone about him. 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of  Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief  priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 

again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 

are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If  any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want 

to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of  the 

gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of  me and of  my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of  them the Son of  Man will also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of  his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of  baptism and for these people, one with us in the body 

of  Christ, whom we welcome as new members into the life and ministry of  this congregation. 

Anne Crawford and Beth van de Beek have come to our congregation from King of  Kings 
Lutheran Church in Mountain Lakes, New Jersey. 

 

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of  Christ and sent to share in the mission of  God. 

We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of  God and share in the 
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of  God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 

people, following the example of  Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 

Sisters in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of  your baptism among God’s people 

in this place? I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of  God, do you promise to support and pray for these new members in their life in 

Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

Congregation President/ Let us welcome these sisters in Christ to this community of  faith. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both 
visitors and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a 
one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit 

www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC   “Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake”  Arr. Donald Busarow 

 (1934–2011) 

Nicholas Meyer: Trombone     Kirsten Meyer: French Horn 
 

“Come, follow me,” the Savior spake, “all in my way abiding; 
deny yourselves, the world forsake, obey my call and guiding. 

Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide; take my example for your guide.” 
 

“I teach you how to shun and flee what harms your soul’s salvation; 
from ev’ry guile your heart I free, from sin and its temptation. 

I am the refuge of  the soul and lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 
 

Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, and take the cross appointed, 
and, firmly clinging to his word, in suff ’ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle’s strain the crown of  heav’nly life obtain. 
 

 Johann Scheffler, ELW 799 

Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 

have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

PROPER PREFACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 

If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 338 Beneath the Cross of  Jesus  



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, 

strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 

honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 660 Lift High the Cross 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. And the blessing of  almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   “Lift High the Cross”  Arr. John A. Behnke  
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Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God.  

Book Discussion: The Anti-Racism Committee is holding discussions about our summer book 

reads. Discussion of  The Warmth of  Other Suns will be held on Tuesdays, September 14 & 21 

at 7:00 PM on Zoom. Discussion of  The Color of  Law will be held in November.  

Upcoming Music Ensemble Rehearsals: Adult Choir: Wednesday, September 15, 7:45 PM, 

Lutherringers: Sunday, September 26, 12:00 PM, Recorder Ensemble: Wednesday, September 

29, 7:00 PM. Specific rehearsal locations in the church to be announced closer to the above 

dates. Please join us!  

Homecoming Sunday, September 19. Help us kick off  the program year. Pastor Moore will be 

back with us, leading in worship on this day. We will have a picnic and activities following the 

10:30 AM service. Set up at 9:00 AM. Bring a side or dessert to share. RSVP in the rear entry. 

Family Promise Volunteer Opportunity, September 19–26: St. John’s will be virtually hosting 

Family Promise families currently in temporary shelter apartments during COVID. Meal 

preparation/deliveries and gift cards are needed. Please contact Marifel Calis for information 

on how you can help support this very important ministry. 

Hurricane Relief: Hurricane Ida hit home, in more ways than one. Among the many impacted 

were three of  our sister organizations: Family Promise of  Union County, St. Stephan’s in 
Newark and Bethlehem New Orleans. Send a donation to St. John’s either online or by check, 

earmarked “Hurricane Ida Relief,” and St. John’s will match your contribution dollar for dollar, 

splitting the total contribution three ways among the organizations. Every dollar helps!  

Transforming White Privilege: NJ Synod will be offering a three-session training (via Zoom) 

to better identify, talk productively about, and address white privilege. This is an introductory 

experience designed to increase awareness of  how white privilege operates. This is a free 

offering however, it is intended that participants attend all three trainings. Dates: September 18, 

25 & October 2 from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM OR October 7, 14 & 21 from 6:30-9:30 

PM. Register at https://tinyurl.com/28dkuf3t. For information contact Rev. Sara Lilja 

at slilja@leamnj.org or Dr. Dianne Browne at drbrowne22@gmail.com.   

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust 

ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving
mailto:slilja@leamnj.org
mailto:drbrowne22@gmail.com
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving

