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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



PRELUDE   “Jesu, Joy of  Man’s Desiring” BWV 147 By J. S. Bach  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of  

creation. Amen. 

 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of  your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone. Give us the power of  your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

All have sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God, and all are now justified by God’s grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 

 
Therefore, let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing 

our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach 

us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ 

our Savior. Amen. 

 

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection 

of  ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of  mercy and might strengthen you 

in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

Prayer Before Worship 

Faithful God, we give you thanks that nothing can separate us from your love.  

Receive us as beloved children so that we may enter your presence this day and abide 

with you forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year B, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 835 All Creatures, Worship God Most High  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. 

Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we 

may reflect the image of  your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Genesis 2:18–24 
18The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as 
his partner.” 19So out of  the ground the Lord God formed every animal of  the field and every 

bird of  the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the 

man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to 
the birds of  the air, and to every animal of  the field; but for the man there was not found a 

helper as his partner. 21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 

then he took one of  his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God 
had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23Then the man 

said, “This at last is bone of  my bones and flesh of  my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, 

for out of  Man this one was taken.” 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one 

flesh. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 8 

 

 

 

 

 

1O | LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens  

 out of the mouths of in- | fants and children; 

 you have set up a fortress against your enemies,  

 to silence the foe | and avenger. 
3When I consider your heavens, the work | of  your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

 human beings that you should | care for them?    R 
5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

 with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

 you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
7all | flocks and cattle, 

 even the wild beasts | of  the field, 
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

 and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
9O | LORD our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!    R 



SECOND READING   Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of  all things, through whom he 

also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of  God’s glory and the exact imprint of  God’s very 

being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of  the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to 

angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But 
someone has testified somewhere, 

 “What are human beings that you are mindful of  them, 

  or mortals, that you care for them? 
 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 

yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 

lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of  the suffering of  death, so 
that by the grace of  God he might taste death for everyone. 

  10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of  their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the 
one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not 

ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, 

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of  the congregation I will praise you.” 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

GOSPEL   Mark 10:2–16  

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a 
man to write a certificate of  dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because of  

your hardness of  heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of  

creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7’For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 

two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

  10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if  she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

  13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 

“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 

of  God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of  God as a little child 
will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed 

them. 

 

The gospel is proclaimed, concluding: The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ACS 1049 Before the Waters Nourished Earth  



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF A NEW MEMBER 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of  baptism and for this person, one with us in the body 

of  Christ, whom we welcome as a new member into the life and ministry of  this congregation. 

Helen Shue has come to our congregation from Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Mountainside, 
New Jersey. 

 

In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of  Christ and sent to share in the mission of  God. 

We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of  God and share in the 
Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of  God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all 

people, following the example of  Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 
 

Sister in Christ, do you intend to continue in the covenant of  your baptism among God’s people 

in this place? I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

People of  God, do you promise to support and pray for this new member in her life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

Congregation President/ Let us welcome this sister in Christ to this community of  faith. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 



Please stand. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. Response at the conclusion of  the prayer: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission and this congregation’s ministry. Both 
visitors and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a 

one-time or recurring electronic contribution, or want information about mailing checks, you may visit 
www.stjohnssummit.org/giving or scan this code. 

OFFERING MUSIC   “Beloved, God’s Chosen”  By Robert A. Hobby 
 

Beloved, God’s chosen, put on as a garment 
Compassion, forgiveness and goodness of heart. 
Above all, before all, let love be your raiment 

that binds into one ev’ry dissonant part. 
Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly; 

let peace rule your hearts and that peace be of Christ. 
And from the heart’s chamber, beloved and holy, 

let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise. 
Susan Palo Cherwien 

Please stand. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 

have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

PROPER PREFACE 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNION 

If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 879 For the Beauty of  Earth  



COMMUNION HYMN   ACS 1041 God Is Love  

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 

nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, 

strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 

honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. And the blessing of  almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 836 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Setting of  Lasst uns erfreuen (Let us rejoice)  By David A. Schack 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

www.stjohnssummit.org   
908-273-3846 | Fax: 908-273-9604     

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006 and All Creation 

Sings copyright © 2020. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of 

Augsburg Fortress under license #9925-S, OneLicense.net license #A-

722032, and/or Church Copyright License #11453771 which provide 

permission to podcast the music in this service.  

October 3, 2021 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God by the Boyd family in memory of  Hilda 

Boyd. 

We welcome new member, Helen Shue TODAY. Please introduce yourself  to her. 

First Communion Reception: We welcome to the Lord’s Table, Juliette Medenica. 

Black Lutheran History Forum Series, Sundays, TODAY & October 10, 9:00 AM in Hinman 

Hall, hosted by the Anti-Racism Committee. We will be digging into the untold, story of  the 

Black Lutherans and the Lutheran Church’s complicated relationship with people of  African 

descent. This forum is part of  the Bishop’s Jehu Jones Challenge.  

Confirmation Class begins on TODAY at 5:30 PM! Please pray for our confirmands as they 

explore their Lutheran faith. For more information, contact Pastor Blake.  

Dinner Church, October 10 at 6:00 PM. Everyone is welcome. 

St. John’s Youth Group Meeting: October 17, 7:00–8:30 PM in the Youth Lounge. We will be 

discussing climate change and environmental issues. All teens in middle and high school are 
welcome to attend! Pizza will be provided so please RSVP to Kirsten Meyer to ensure we order 

enough! 

Consecration Sunday, October 24: Join us for a brunch at 9:00 AM on this important day. 

Appalachia Service Project (ASP) 2022! We have requested the week of  July 3–9, 2022 

(leaving St. John’s Saturday, July 2). Now, we are looking for teens and college students to 
participate.  Youth volunteers must be at least 13 years old and have graduated 8th grade by the 

time of  the trip.  Please contact Laura Snyder at njsnyders5@verizon.net for more information 

or to sign up your child. 

Hurricane Relief: Hurricane Ida hit home, in more ways than one. Among the many impacted 

were three of  our sister organizations: Family Promise of  Union County, St. Stephan’s in 

Newark and Bethlehem New Orleans. Send a donation to St. John’s either online or by check, 

earmarked “Hurricane Ida Relief,” and St. John’s will match your contribution dollar for dollar, 
for the first $6000 given, splitting the total contribution three ways among the organizations. 

Every dollar helps!  

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust 

ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church. 

Summit Feeding Ministries: St. John’s continues to support food ministries here in Summit. 

The need continues to be great. Loaves and Fishes is always in need of  pasta, pasta sauce 
canned tuna/chicken, Dinty Moore beef stew, hearty soups, rice, canned vegetables, instant 

coffee, cereal, oil, dried or canned beans, peanut butter, jelly, cake mix. Pick up extra supplies 

during your next trip to the store and leave your donations in the rear entry. 

mailto:kktracht@gmail.com
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving
https://www.stjohnssummit.org/giving
https://www.servingsummit.org/pathways-copy

