
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
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Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 
Vicar Naeem Harry, Intern vicar@stjohnssummit.org 

Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available from the 

ushers and a professionally staffed nursery is available from 7:45 AM to 11:45 AM. Follow the 

signs or ask any member for directions. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. If  

you are unable to come forward for communion, please inform an usher and the pastors will be 

happy to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen. Individual wired devices coming soon! 

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

Everyone is welcome. As people of  God, St. John’s 

welcomes all regardless of  age, economic status, ethnic 
background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or 

sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28) 

This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come. 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   Setting of  “Steal Away” Arr. Marianne Kim  
 

Steal away, steal away, steal away to Jesus! 
Steal away, steal away home, I ain’t got long to stay here. 

My Lord calls me; he calls me by the thunder; 
the trumpet sounds within my soul, I ain’t got long to stay here. 

Green trees are bending; poor sinner stands a-trembling, 

the trumpet sounds within my soul, I ain’t got long to stay here. 

Tombstones are bursting; poor sinner stands a-trembling, 

the trumpet sounds within my soul, I ain’t got long to stay here. 

 

 

WELCOME 

Commemoration of the Emanuel Nine and Juneteenth 

Prayer before Worship 

O God, you form all humanity to bear your divine image, and you intend for everyone to 

live together in harmonious dignity. We pray for all people, whether ourselves or others, 

who suffer the cruelties of  racial or ethnic prejudice. Grant your Spirit of  power to all who 
are oppressed. Give healing to victims of  violence, protection to the vulnerable and 

abused, better housing and worthy employment to the mistreated, courage to the fearful, a 

remedy for rage, strength to parents and caregivers, and hope to children and youth. Purge 
the privileged of  their sense of  superiority, and lead church and society to foster 

communities of  equity and diversity; through Jesus Christ, our loving Savior. Amen. 
  

From All Creation Sings 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 650 In Christ There Is No East or West 

Please stand. 

CONFESSION 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

We remember the names, the lives, the potential, that great multitude of  martyrs. 
 

As church, we confess the sin of  racism and condemn racist rhetoric and the ideology of  white 

supremacy. God, have mercy. God, have mercy.  
 

As church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when this church has been silent in the 

face of  racial injustice. God, have mercy. God, have mercy.  
 

Racism is deeply ingrained within the ELCA, a predominantly white church. It is deeply 
embedded within the individual congregations whose members continue to foster stereotypes 

and support polices that actively hurt people of  color. God, have mercy. God, have mercy.  
 

As church, we declare that the enslavement of  black bodies and the removal of  indigenous 
peoples established racism in the United States, a truth this nation and this church have yet to 

fully embrace. God, have mercy. God, have mercy.  
 

Rooted in slavery, racism is manifested through the history of  Jim Crow policies, racial 

segregation, the terror of  lynching, extrajudicial killings by law enforcement, and the 

disproportionate incarceration of  people of  color. God, have mercy. God, have mercy.  
 

As church we lament the institutional racism of  discriminatory treatment within the call 

process; inequitable compensation of  clergy of  color; racial segregation; divestment from black 
communities and congregations; systemic policies and organizational practices; and a failure to 

fully include the gifts of  leadership and worship styles of  black people, indigenous people, and 

people of  color. God, have mercy. God, have mercy.  
 

Confessions are empty promises without meaningful actions—actions that are grounded in 
prayer, education, and soul-searching repentance. The sin of  racism separates us from one 

another. Though we trust that we are reconciled to God through Christ’s death and resurrection, 

we seek such life-giving reconciliation with one another. As we repent, let us not turn back to 
ideologies that promote white supremacy. We believe God forgives our sins and reconciles us 

and the whole world by his cross. We trust that God can make all things new. Amen. 



LITANY FOR JUNETEENTH 

Celebration rises, up from the deep places, finding voice in the light and air no longer denied.  

Lift every voice and sing, sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty.  
 

Celebration rises, not blind to the suffering, not blind to the sorrow. Celebration comes at a cost.  

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope unborn had 

died; yet with a steady beat have not our weary feet come to the place for which our parents 

sighed.  
 

Celebration rises, remembering the way we have come, the paths taken that have brought us here 

now to this place and time of  celebration. Celebration rises, up and up, full of  remembering 
Remembering the ones led to freedom by Harriet; remembering lives and freedom stolen. 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; we have come treading our path 

through the blood of the slaughtered, out from the gloomy past till now we stand at last 

where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.  
 

Celebration rises, recognizing what has been done and left undone, knowing there is still and yet 

much to do, so much further to go. Celebration rises, naming the victories, recognizing the 

challenges yet ahead. Celebration rises on voices offering unfinished praise.  

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God where we met thee; lest our hearts drunk with 

the wine of the world we forget thee;  
 

Celebration rises, resisting illusions, to be embraced by the real and abiding presence of  God 

who breaks our chains, and sets us free for freedom, in power and love and joy.  

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears thou who hast brought us thus far on our 

way; thou who has by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the path, we pray.  
 

Celebration rises, with the power of  healing wings and promise to endure. Celebration rises, 
celebrating that by God’s grace, I am because You are, You are because I am; Celebrating that 

the fullness of  my humanity does not diminish yours and the fullness of  your humanity does not 

diminish mine.  

Shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land. 

True to who we are, True to who we have been and who we are becoming, thanks be to God. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of  a sorrowing world. In your mercy set 

us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 65:1–9 
1I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did not seek 
me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that did not call on my name. 2I held out my 

hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way that is not good, following their 

own devices; 3a people who provoke me to my face continually, sacrificing in gardens and 
offering incense on bricks; 4who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places; who eat 

swine’s flesh, with broth of  abominable things in their vessels; 5who say, “Keep to yourself, do 

not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns 
all day long. 6See, it is written before me: I will not keep silent, but I will repay; I will indeed 

repay into their laps 7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the Lord; 

because they offered incense on the mountains and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into 
their laps full payment for their actions. 8Thus says the Lord: As the wine is found in the cluster, 

and they say, “Do not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it,” so I will do for my servants’ sake, 

and not destroy them all. 9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors 
of  my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



 PSALM 37:1–8, 24–29    

Spoken responsively. 
1Do not be provoked by evildoers;  
 do not be jealous of  those who do wrong. 
2For they shall soon wither like the grass,  

 and like the green grass fade away. 
3Put your trust in the LORD and do good;  

 dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
4Take delight in the LORD,  

 who shall give you your heart’s desire. 
5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 

 and see what God will do. 
6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 

 and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 

 Do not be provoked by the one who prospers,  

 the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 
8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;  

 do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
24If  we stumble, we shall not fall headlong,  

 for the LORD holds us by the hand. 
25I have been young and now I am old, 

 but never have I seen the righteous forsaken,  

 or their children begging bread. 
26The righteous are always generous in their lending,  
 and their children shall become a blessing. 
27Turn from evil, and do good, and dwell securely forever. 
28For the LORD loves justice, and will never forsake those who are faithful; 

 they shall be kept safe forever,  

 but the offspring of  the wicked shall be destroyed. 
29The righteous shall inherit the land and dwell in it forever. 

 

SECOND READING   Galatians 3:23–29 
23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 

justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for 

in Christ Jesus you are all children of  God through faith. 27As many of  you as were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 

longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of  you are one in Christ Jesus. 
29And if  you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL   Luke 8:26–39 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of  the Gerasenes, which is opposite 

Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of  the city who had demons met him. For a long 

time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw 
Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of  his voice, “What have you to do with 

me, Jesus, Son of  the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had 

commanded the unclean spirit to come out of  the man. (For many times it had seized him; he 
was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be 

driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 

“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back 
into the abyss. 

  32Now there on the hillside a large herd of  swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus 

to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons came out of  the man 
and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

  34When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off  and told it in the city and in the 

country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they 
found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of  Jesus, clothed and in his 

right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been 

possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then all the people of  the surrounding country of  the 
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat 

and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; 

but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done 
for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



OFFERING MUSIC   Setting of  “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” Arr. Wayne H. Dietterick 

I want Jesus to walk with me: I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me; in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
when my heart is almost breaking, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; when I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when my head is bowed in sorrow, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 

 

SERMON  The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

 
Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 614 There Is a Balm in Gilead  

 

APOSTLES CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present monetary, food, and other offerings for God’s mission through this congregation. Both visitors 

and members alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time 
or recurring electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, growth in grace, and 

fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless 

and multiply these gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of your 

Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
The assisting minister serves the wine/grape juice in pre-filled individual cups. 

You may pick up your personal cup, being careful to only touch that cup. 

Step aside and drink the wine, placing the used cup in the return tray.  

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



COMMUNION HYMN   TFF 213 We Shall Overcome 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 721 Goodness Is Stronger than Evil  



BLESSING 

The God of  peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the 

path of  life this day and always. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 841 Lift Every Voice and Sing  

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, in your divine mystery you embrace difference in unity, and you call your 

people to live in peace with all. We pray for an end to racial and ethnic prejudice. Free us 

from the dread of difference. Free the church from constricting traditions. Free our society 

from centuries of violence against the other. Break down the walls that separate your people 

by color, culture, or religion. Call us to repentance for our sins of racism and prejudice, 

known and unknown. Transform discrimination into a passion for justice. Guide us to 

nurture a society that embodies reconciliation and cooperation among all, for the sake of the 

one who embodies your love, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Setting of  “Every Time I Feel the Spirit Traditional Spiritual, 

 Arr. Marianne Kim 

Ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

Yes, ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

Upon the mountain when my God spoke, out of  God’s mouth came fire and smoke. 

All around me, it looked so fine, I asked my Lord if  all was mine. 

Jordan River, chilly and cold, it chills the body, but not the soul. 
There ain’t but one train that’s on this track, it runs to heaven and runs right back. 

 

 



June 19, 2022 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God and in celebration of  Oslo’s birth by Darcy 

& John Tierney. 

Dinner Church, TODAY at 6:00 PM: Join us for Word and sacrament in an intimate dinner setting. 

Youth Group Meeting, Monday, June 20 at 7:00 PM: This is the last meeting of  the year so 

please join us! 

Blood Drive at St. John’s! On June 24, St. John’s will host a blood drive from 12:00 to 6:00 

PM. Please sign up at nybc.org using sponsor code 12199. See the rear entry bulletin board. 

Pride Sunday, June 26: Next Sunday we will be honoring Pride month in worship. We serve an 

inclusive God who call us to fully embrace LGBTQIA+ people in the life of  the Church. Our 

Social Justice Social Ministry Committee will be making a special announcement. 

ASP Training, June 26, 11:00 AM, in the parking lot. 

ASP Fundraiser: For the month of  June, ASP volunteers will be on hand on Sundays to assist 

you in participating in the Piece by Peace Fundraiser, our only fundraiser this year. Come help us 

“repair a house” (model) by “purchasing” siding, windows, decking, roofing, etc. to make it 

warmer, safer, and drier! Items are $10 and up, but any donation will be accepted.  

The Church Office will be closed on July 4 & 5 in observance of  July 4th. 

Rummage Sale, July 8–9: Donations will be accepted starting July 3. If  you would like to drop 

off  items any earlier, please make prior arrangements with Jane Bowman or the church office. 

All money raised supports the Youth Missions Fund. Then, make sure to come to the Rummage 

Sale on July 8 & 9 from 8-4:00 to buy some new treasures! 

Anti-Racism Committee Summer reading books available with discussions after Labor Day. 

Small Great Things, recommended donation $10. Sum of  Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How 

We Can Prosper Together recommended donation $15. Books available in the church office. 

Congregational Retreat—Save the date, September 30–October 2: Join us for a fun weekend at 

Cross Roads for activities for all ages, faith formation, building connections with other church 

members, or simply recharge by connecting to nature. We have reserved the entire Christ Center, 
a modern hotel-like retreat space with private bathrooms. Speak to Pastor Scalet or Jane 

Bowman with questions or put your name on the list. 
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