
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 15, 2023 | 10:30 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen.  

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   A Fancy   William Byrd  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  word and sacrament in the church of  Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name 

of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

Holy God, you set before us every day a bounty of  good things. Bring us to your feasting 

table, hungry for your Word, eager to rebuild the cities you have made, and ready to receive 

strangers so that we celebrate at all times and in all places the peace which is life in you. 
Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 873 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 





PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Lord of  the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your 

life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and 

pure, and transform us into a people of  righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 25:1–9 
1O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done wonderful 
things, plans formed of  old, faithful and sure. 2For you have made the city a heap, the fortified 

city a ruin; the palace of  aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. 3Therefore strong 

peoples will glorify you; cities of  ruthless nations will fear you. 4For you have been a refuge to 
the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from 

the heat. When the blast of  the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 5the noise of  aliens like heat 

in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of  clouds; the song of  the ruthless was 
stilled. 6On this mountain the Lord of  hosts will make for all peoples a feast of  rich food, a feast 

of  well-aged wines, of  rich food filled with marrow, of  well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he 

will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread 
over all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears 

from all faces, and the disgrace of  his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord 

has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he 
might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 

salvation. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING   Philippians 4:1–9 
1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in 
this way, my beloved. 

 2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of  the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you 

also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of  
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of  my co-workers, whose names are in the book 

of  life. 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of  

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if  there is any excellence and if  there is 

anything worthy of  praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of  peace will be with you. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 23  

Refrain sung first by choir; all other times by all. Boldface verses sung by all. 

1The [LORD is] my shepherd; I 
shall not [be] in want. 

2The LORD makes me lie [down in] green 

and leads me be-[side] still  
3You restore my [soul] O LORD , 

and guide me along right pathways for your [name’s] sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, … 

I shall [fear] no v  

for you are with me; … 

your rod and your [  ] they comfort me.   Antiphon 

5You prepare a table before me in the presence [of  ] my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil, … and my cup is [run]-ning over. 

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the [days  ] my  

and I will dwell in the house of the [LORD] forever.   Antiphon 
 

Text from Evangelical Lutheran Worship  ©2006. Music by Thomas Pavlechko  

© 2004, 2012 admin. Augsburg Fortress. 



GOSPEL   Matthew 22:1–14 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of  heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those 

who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent other 
slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 

my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5But they made light of  it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest 
seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 

ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone 
you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 

they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ 

And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and 

throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of  teeth.’ 14For 
many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON  The Rev. Blake A. Scalet 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

All sing the acclamation; Choir sings the proper verse. 

V. This is the Lord for whom | we have waited;*  
let us be glad and rejoice in | God’s salvation. (Isa. 25:9)  



Please stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 827 Arise, My Soul, Arise  



OFFERING MUSIC  Rejoice in the Lord Alway  Anonymous (16th cent.) 
 

Rejoice in the Lord alway,  

and again I say rejoice. 

Let your oftness be known unto all: 
the Lord is e’en at hand. 

Be careful for nothing,  

but in all prayer and supplication 
let your petitions be manifest unto God,  

with giving of  thanks. 

And the peace of  God which passeth all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu, 

keep your minds through Christ Jesu. Amen.  

      –  Introit, Third Sunday of  Advent (Philippians 4:4–7) 

APOSTLES CREED 

With the whole Church, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please stand. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



OFFERING HYMN    ELW 681 We Plow the Fields and Scatter  

Verse 3 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 

have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PROPER PREFACE 



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 362 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and 

blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give ourselves 

away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 



BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 632 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Postlude in C  Henry Smart  



October 15, 2023 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God and memory of  Charlie Connelly by the 

Connelly family. 

We need food donations for our fellowship time: Store-bought or homemade–baked goods/

bagels, fruit/veggies, and cheese & crackers are just some ideas. See the weekly email to sign up. 

Forum Series TODAY at 9:00 AM on Civic Life and Faith. 

Children’s Choir TODAY at 9:30 AM and Faith Formation at 10:00 AM. All children are 

welcome. Contact Christopher Harlow-Jennings or Deacon Walker for more information. 

Luther Ringers, TODAY 11:45: Handbells is open to middle/high school youth and adults.  

Partnership Sunday, St. Stephan’s Grace, 7 Wilson Avenue, Newark, TODAY at 3:00 PM. 

Leaders from the Brazilian Lutheran Church will be in attendance. Park at 227 Ferry Street, 

carpooling is encouraged. If interested, contact Jama Bowman. 

Market Street Mission Coat Drive: Please donate new and gently used coats, scarves and 

gloves by leaving them in the marked bin in the Church Narthex by October 22. 

Forum, October 22: Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City, by author Matthew Desmond 

on October 22 at 9:00 AM. Books are available in the church office for $12. 

Dunkin’ or Starbucks Gift Cards are needed for college care packages. Please drop off $10 cards in the 

church office by October 22. If you have a college student, please contact Jama Bowman with their address. 

All Saints Day, November 5: Names of  loved ones or friends who have died in the past year can 

be submitted to the church office by October 29. 

Forum October 29 at 9:00 AM with member Katie Sharpe, behavioral therapist on the Opioid Crisis. 

Reformation Sunday, October 29: Along with our morning observances, we will have a special 

Choral Vespers at 4:00 PM. Join us for contemplative reflection and moving singing by the St. 

John’s Choir on this festival day. Wear red!  

Multiple Burial Plots at Restland Cemetery in East Hanover have been donated to St. John’s. 

Please contact the church office if  you are interested in purchasing a plot/plots. 

Check out our new Church Library which is open for your use any time the church is open, 

Sundays, & Tuesday through Friday. To check out a book, fill out the date and your name on the 
card located on the inside back cover (plus phone if  not a member), place card in the box next to 

the card catalog. Books may be borrowed for up to one month and returned to the labeled basket. 





SAINT JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

587 Springfield Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901 

stjohnssummit.org | 908-273-3846  
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