Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 18, 2023 | 9:15 AM



All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of race, culture,
ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation,

e& physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration
Saln , 6'0@ path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive
9, congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and
‘~ learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to
do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for
a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from
one another and growing together on this journey of faith, grace, and love.
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Share Christ’s Love.
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Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35).

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in
contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their
noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please inform an usher if you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the
mission of the wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network.
Download the free WaveCast app to your phone Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use
your own headphones to listen. 5 7

Ministers: The People of Saint John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton

We're delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ELW FEvangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book
ACS Al Creation Sings: Purple Book

PRELUDE Chorale Prelude on Hankey Dale Wood

WELCOME

Please stand.

INVOCATION AND CONFESSION
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Save us, O God, from ourselves, from racism often cloaked in pious words, from the
machinations of white supremacy hidden in calls for civility, from micro aggressions thinly
veiled in arrogance, from apologies when they don’t give way to action, from forgiveness
without facing the truth, from reconciliation without reparation. Deliver us, O God, from
expecting siblings of color to continue to bear this emotional work, which is not theirs to do.
Grateful for the long arc that bends toward justice, we pray: Grant us wisdom, give us
courage for the facing of these days, by the power of the Spirit, all for the sake of the kin-
dom that we share in Christ Jesus. Amen.

God forgives us and brings us to new life. Almighty God, create in us new hearts that we may
live the words we confess, the mercy of Jesus Christ heal us and restore us to abundant life, and
the bond of the Holy Spirit unite all earth’s peoples into one body.

Thanks be to God. Amen.

LITANY FOR JUNETEENTH
Celebration rises, up from the deep places, finding voice in the light and air no longer denied.
Lift every voice and sing, sing till earth and heaven ring, ring with the harmonies of liberty.

Celebration rises, not blind to the suffering, not blind to the sorrow. Celebration comes at a cost.
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, felt in the days when hope unborn had
died; yet with a steady beat have not our weary feet come to the place for which our parents
sighed.

Celebration rises, remembering the way we have come, the paths taken that have brought us here
now to this place and time. Celebration rises, up and up, full of remembering. Remembering the
ones led to freedom; remembering lives and freedom stolen.

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; we have come treading our path
through the blood of the slaughtered, out from the gloomy past till now we stand at last
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.



Celebration rises, recognizing what has been done and left undone, knowing there is still and yet
much to do, so much further to go. Celebration rises, naming the victories, recognizing the
challenges yet ahead. Celebration rises on voices offering unfinished praise.

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God where we met thee; lest our hearts drunk with
the wine of the world we forget thee;

Celebration rises, resisting illusions, to be embraced by the real and abiding presence of God
who breaks our chains, and sets us free for freedom, in power and love and joy.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears thou who hast brought us thus far on our
way; thou who has by thy might led us into the light, keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Celebration rises, with the power of healing wings and promise to endure. Celebration rises, that
by God’s grace, I am because You are, You are because I am; Celebrating that the fullness of my
humanity does not diminish yours and the fullness of your humanity does not diminish mine.
Shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, true to our God, true to our native land.
True to who we are, True to who we have been and who we are becoming, thanks be to God.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 841 Lift Every Voice and Sing

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

All
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;

A _J J\f_ ] — _J I —
S | — = ¢ -

you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most

High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself.
Pour your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings of
your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

Please be seated.
FIRST READING Exodus 19:2-8a
?[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in
the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.’Then Moses went up to God; the
Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the Israelites: *You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, “but
you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall
speak to the Israelites.”

’So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that
the Lord had commanded him. **The people all answered as one: “Everything that the Lord has
spoken we will do.”

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 100 Spoken responsively.
"Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands!
*Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song.
’Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong;
we are God’s people and the sheep ' of God’s pasture.
“Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise;
give thanks and bless God’s holy name.
Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.

SECOND READING Romans 5:1-8
'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, *through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of
sharing the glory of God. *’And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
*and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

SFor while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. "Indeed, rarely will
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually
dare to die. *But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - Tu - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

GOSPEL Matthew 9:35—10:8
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

#Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. **When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. *’Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; **therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

""IThen Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to
cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. “These are the names of the twelve
apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and
his brother John; *Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son
of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; “‘Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed
him.

*These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, ‘but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. ’As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.” *Cure the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give
without payment.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet



Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW 381 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling
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1 Hark, the voice of Je - sus call - ing, “Who will go and work to - day?
2 If you can-not speak like an - gels, 1if you can-not preach like Paul,
3 If you can-not be a watch-man, stand-ing high on  Zi - on’s wall,
4 Let none hear you 1 - dly say - ing, “There is noth-ing I can do,”
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Fields are white and har - vests wait-ing, who will bear the sheaves a- way?”

you can tell the love of Je-sus; you can say he died for all.
point-ing out the path to heav-en, of-f’ring life and peace to all,
while the mul - ti - tudes are dy-ing and the mas-ter «calls for you.
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Loud and long the mas - ter calls you; rich re-ward he of - fers free.
If you can - not rouse the wick-ed with the judg-ment’s dread a - larms,
with your prayers and with your boun-ties you can do what God de-mands;

Take the task he gives you glad-ly; let his work your plea-sure be.
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Who will an - swer, glad -1y say-ing, “Here am 1. Send me, send me”?
you can lead the lit - tle chil-dren to the Sav-ior’s wait - ing arms.
you can be like faith-ful Aar-on, hold-ing up the proph-et’s hands.

An - swer quick-ly when he

Text: Daniel March, 1816-1909, alt.
Music: GALILEAN, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896

calls you,“Here am

I. Send me,

send me
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of mercy, Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring

OFFERING MUSIC Improvisation Christopher Harlow-Jennings



Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Meal

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san -na in the high-est, ho - san-na in the high-est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Please be seated.

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON

If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup.
Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you

take a-way the sin

of the world; have mer - cy on
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 614 There Is a Balm in Gilead

Refrain
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There 18 a balm 1in Gil-e-ad to  make the wound-ed whole;
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there 1s a balm i Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times [ feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all.”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual




Please stand.

BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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pared in the sight of ev-ry peo -ple: a light to re-veal you to the
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na - tions and the glo-ry of your peo - ple Is - ra - el

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us
with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the
world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many
peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world,

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord

look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN ELW 661 I Love to Tell the Story
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11 love to tell the sto - ry of un - seen things a - bove,
2 1 love to tell the sto - ry:how pleas-ant to re - peat
31 love to tell the sto - ry, for those who know it best
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of Je - sus and his glo - ry, of Je - sus and his love.
what seems, ecach time [ tell it, more won-der-ful - ly sweet!
seem hun - ger-ing and thirst-ing to hear it like the rest.
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I love to tell the sto - ry, be - cause I know it’s true;
I love to tell the sto-ry, for some have nev - er heard
And when, in scenes of glo - ry, I sing the new, new  song,
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it sat - is - fies my long-ings as noth - ing else would do.
the mes-sage of sal - va-tion from God's own ho - ly word.
'l sing the old, old sto-t1y that 1 have loved so long.
Refrain
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Toccato

Florence Price



June 18, 2023
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God.

TODAY we will observe the commemoration of the Emanuel 9 and Juneteenth. These two
observances are recent national and ELCA additions to our church calendar. They complement
our ongoing work of racial reconciliation.

ASP Stock Sale: Sundays in June, our ASP volunteers will be on hand to purchase stock to
support our teams and our neighbors in Blountville, Sullivan County, TN. Help us equip our
teams to rent vans, pay for gas, purchase food and supplies, etc. Stock is available for purchase
starting at $10, but any donation, cash or check, is welcome. Shares available in increments of $1.

Join us on Pride Sunday, June 25, as we celebrate the diversity that God has created. June is
LGBTQIA+ Pride Month, therefore on this last Sunday of June we too will be joining in
celebrating Pride for the first time as an RIC Congregation!

Commissioning of ASP will take place on June 25.

Sprucing Up Help Needed: Our property needs some landscaping projects that are in need of
funding. Please direct questions to Jane Bowman or give, noting “landscaping” in the memo.

Rummage Sale, July 14 & 15 to support Youth Missions. Donations accepted starting July 9.

Family Promise and Share My Meals are partnering to help fight food insecurity by recovering
and delivering healthy meals locally. Bristol Myers Squibb will be donating meals from their
cafeterias and volunteers are needed to deliver the food to Family Promise. Please see the weekly
email to find out how you can support this mission.

We are hiring a Livestream Coordinator for Sunday services from 7:45-Noon, including
religious holidays, approximately 5 hours a week. Open to high school and college students with
TV production experience. Contact Linda Mesenbrink at 973-202-2773 or Linda.mesenbrink@verizon.net.
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