
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 2, 2023 | 9:15 AM 



Ministers: The People of Saint John’s 
  

Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor  pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org 

Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of  Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org 
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org 

Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org 

Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of  Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com 
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton 

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen.  

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   Variations on America  Charles Wesley  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the Father, and of  

the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

Loving God, as we hear your Word this day, send your Spirit to equip and inspire us,  

that your grace-filled hospitality may be the center of  our lives. Amen.  

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 864 Praise, My Soul, the God of  Heaven  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of  justice and mercy 

reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   Jeremiah 28:5–9 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of  the priests and all the 
people who were standing in the house of  the Lord; 6and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 

May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and bring back to 

this place from Babylon the vessels of  the house of  the Lord, and all the exiles. 7But listen now 
to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of  all the people. 8The prophets who 

preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 

countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of  that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.” 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 89:1–4, 15–18  

SECOND READING   Romans 6:12–23 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13No 
longer present your members to sin as instruments of  wickedness, but present yourselves to God 

as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 

instruments of  righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under 
law but under grace. 



 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16Do you not know that if  you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of  

the one whom you obey, either of  sin, which leads to death, or of  obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of  sin, have become 
obedient from the heart to the form of  teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, 

having been set free from sin, have become slaves of  righteousness. 19I am speaking in human 

terms because of  your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves 
to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to 

righteousness for sanctification. 

 20When you were slaves of  sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage 
did you then get from the things of  which you now are ashamed? The end of  those things is 

death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get 

is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of  sin is death, but the free gift of  God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL   Matthew 10:40–42  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of  a prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of  a righteous 
person will receive the reward of  the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of  cold water to 

one of  these little ones in the name of  a disciple—truly I tell you, none of  these will lose their 

reward.” 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON  The Rev. Blake A. Scalet  



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 707 Lord of  Glory, You Have Bought Us  



OFFERING MUSIC   Improvisation Christopher Harlow-Jennings 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

Please stand. 

OFFERTORY 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 488 Soul, Adorn Yourself  with Gladness  



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us 

with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the 

world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many 

peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

PRAYER FOR THE NATION 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have given us this good land as our heritage. Make us always 

remember your generosity and constantly do your will. Bless our land with honesty in the 

workplace, truth in education, and honor in daily life. Save us from violence, discord, and 
confusion; from pride and arrogance; and from every evil course of  action. When times are 

prosperous, let our hearts be thankful; and, in troubled times, do not let our trust in you fail. We 

pray in the name of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

HYMN   ELW 891 God Bless Our Native Land  

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 



SENDING HYMN   ELW 710 Let Streams of  Living Justice  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Prelude in a Classic Style  Gordon Young  



July 2, 2023 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God and in celebration of  Blake & Shai’s 

wedding and in memory of  Susan and John Lose by the Leelike family. 

The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday, July 4. 

Please keep our ASP volunteers in your prayers as the depart for Blountville, Sullivan County, 

TN this Saturday.  

Rummage Sale, July 14 & 15 to support Youth Missions. Donations accepted starting July 9. 

Family Movie Night, July 23: Join us to watch the children’s documentary “1000% Me: 

Growing Up Mixed.” With humor and sensitivity, filmmaker and comedian W. Kamau Bell 

tackles the joys and challenges of  growing up mixed-race through conversations with kids and 

families in the San Francisco Bay Area, including his own. Dinner will be served at 5:30 PM 

and the movie will begin at 6:00 PM. 

LSMNJ BACKPACKS due August 6: We are once again collecting school items for students in 

the LSMNJ’s affordable housing program. This year the physical collection of  backpacks at 
church has returned. Please shop for the supplies and return filled backpacks to Saint John’s by 

Sunday, August 6. Contact Helen Dachowicz if  you have any questions. See the weekly email 

for more details. 

We are hiring a Livestream Coordinator for Sunday services from 7:45–Noon, including 

religious holidays, approximately 5 hours a week. Open to high school and college students with 
TV production experience. Contact Linda Mesenbrink at 973-202-2773 or Linda.mesenbrink@verizon.net. 

mailto:dackpack@aol.com
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