Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

July 5, 2020
10:30 AM

Join us for our livestream at https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
or https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
Zoom Coffee Hour: URL: https://zoom.us/1/753360733



https://www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ
https://zoom.us/j/753360733

Everyone is welcome. As people of God, St. John’s

. *?0{9 welcomes all regardless of age, economic status, ethnic
aln 9 Kot background, gender, physical or mental ability, race or
% sexual orientation. We affirm that in Christ “there is
O S < neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
LUTHERAN CHURCH €  there is neither male nor female.” (Galatians 3:28)
Share Christ’s Love. % This is Christ’s church, and Christ has bid you come.

Zoom Children’s Time is on hiatus during the month of July.
Evening Prayer: Wednesdays at 7:00 PM on both our Facebook and YouTube pages.
Hymns of Faith: Wednesdays at 10:30 AM. Zoom https://zoom.us/j/97268221619.

Worship Live Stream at 10:30 AM on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stjohnssummit or our
YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/user/StJohnsSummitNJ to see the livestream or access
the video archive. Worship bulletins are located: https://www.stjohnssummit.org/bulletins.

Giving Is Important. We count on your generous offerings to continue to do our robust
ministry. Please give generously. You may give online or mail checks to the church.

Ministers: The People of St. John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Gladys G. Moore, Pastor pastorggmoore@stjohnssummit.org
The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Donna Garzinsky, Director of Music dgarzinsky@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Harry Kocotos, Visitation Pastor
Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton
Anne Ryan Dello Russo, Nursery
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to podcast the music in this service.

We're delighted you're worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.
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July 5, 2020
Today’s service is being provided by the NJ Synod.

Announcements

Virtual VBS: Everyone—of ALL ages—is invited to our Virtual VBS! We will be holding a 5-day
program on Facebook Live and Zoom, July 20-24 from 5:00-6:15 PM. This is completely free
and open to all-tell your friends and family. Please register here. We need help; volunteer here.

Hinman Scholarship: We have funds available to support our college students. Access the
application here. Applications must be submitted by August 1 to Linda.Mesenbrink@verizon.net.

Plastic Bag Collection: Due to the pandemic, we are no longer collecting plastic bags.

Need Fair Trade Chocolate, Coffee or Tea? Contact Jane Bowman to make arrangements.

Old Smartphones: We can use old smartphones that can still record or view videos that you
would be willing to lend or donate to the church. Call the church office to arrange a drop-off.

Summer Music: Covid-19 has changed the kinds of music normally offered at St. John’s during
the summer. Singers and woodwind and brass instrumentalists are welcome to offer “virtual”
music or music that you record in your home. Virtual music would be included in prerecorded
worship services. String instrumentalists, handbell ringers, and percussionists can participate in

offering live music during worship this summer. For more information, contact Donna
Garzinsky.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors: Please give generously to the emergency fund sponsored by the
Summit Interfaith Council to help Summit immigrant neighbors adversely affected by COVID-
19. You may make your tax-deductible donation to the Relief Fund here, by either check or
PayPal. Checks should be made out to and mailed to Beacon UU Congregation in Summit, 4
Waldron Ave., Summit, NJ 07901.

Social Ministry Highlight: Lutheran Social Ministry of New Jersey Backpacks
LSM has asked only for financial contributions this year to minimize the risk of COVID
infection. LSM will purchase and assemble the backpacks themselves. A completed backpack
costs approximately $35, and we hope to match last year’s collection of at least 65 backpacks.
Participate virtually by making financial contributions throughout the month of July and the
beginning of August. To participate, please click https://forms.gle/1yhOQOrJAdsfWTpZUh8
to pledge your contribution. All pledges must be paid by check or online, include “LSM
Backpacks” in the memo line before August 9. We will report the progress towards our goal
weekly!
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Worship for July 5, 2020

Prelude

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,

and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.

We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have
welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in
your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God,

by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.

Our sins are forgiven.

Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts

through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Hymn
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have
made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve
you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Readings
A reading from Romans.

151 do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want,
but I do the very thing I hate. *Now if I do what I do not want, I
agree that the law is good. /But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but
sin that dwells within me. '8For I know that nothing good dwells within
me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do
it. °For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what
I do. *°Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but
sin that dwells within me.

?1S5p I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil
lies close at hand. ??For I delight in the law of God in my inmost
self, <°but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my
members. ““Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death? ?°3Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] *“To what will I compare this
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to
one another,

1"We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’

18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon’; °the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say,
‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!”
Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by
my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one



knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.

8"Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. 2°Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. *°For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” The
gospel of the Lord. Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day
Prayers of Intercession

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray
for our shared world.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share your word. Embrace us
as we struggle to find our common ground. Lift up leaders with
powerful and prophetic voices. Free us from stagnant faith. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land
from abuse and pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation
and direct us toward sustainable living. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

We pray for the nations, especially the United States, celebrating
nationhood. Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult
conversations. Free us from patriotism that hinders relationship-
building. Lead us to expansive love for our neighbor. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or
oppressed. For those who work endlessly to eradicate racism and
rebuild unjust systems. For those whose burdens are known only to
you. Take their yoke upon you and ease their burdens. Give your
consolation and free us from all that keeps us bound. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We pray for this synod and the congregations across our New Jersey.
Bless pastors, deacons, and congregational leaders. Energize children’s
ministry volunteers, church administrators, and those who maintain



our buildings. Shine in this place that we might notice the ways your
love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the relationships we share through you, O God. Help us to
speak the truth in love to one another. Lead us so we may be
strengthened in our common work. Give us courage to go where you
call and do what you ask, even when it means we risk our own safety.
Bind us together to one another as you draw us closer to your own
heart. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for those who have died in faith, whom we name
before you. (Silence) Especially we remember our black and brown
siblings who have been killed because of the color of their skin.
Welcome them into your eternal rest and comfort us in our grief until
we are joined with them in new life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Thanksgiving for the Word
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos,
and brought life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you
thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful
gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway
home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O
God, we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to
witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by
death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.



Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew
our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a
world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call
on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from euvil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.
Sending Hymn
Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ goes with you. Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Zoom Coffee Hour: URL: https://zoom.us/1/753360733



https://zoom.us/j/753360733

Children’s Bulletins
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e Today is the 5" Sunday after Pentecost.
» Pentecostis the longest season of the church year.
e |t fakes time 1o grow!

Draw a clock inside the tree to remind you
that it takes time to grow!



\_ J

“Come to me and I will give you rest!” /
A
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When we are tfired, Jesus promises to help us.

[

Squiggles is tired! Trace the lines to draw a
bed and a pillow for him to rest!
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Worship is a place to rest and get help from God.

Draw yourself and your family in this
worship space!
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* Today is the fifth Sunday after Pentecost.
* Pentecostis the longest season of the church year.
¢  During Pentecost, the church takes time to grow.

It Takes Time to Grow

Answer these time questions and match your number answer with the letter in
the tree. Then fill in the blanks to learn another theme of Pentecost.

How many days are there in one week? _____

How many months are there in one year?

How many seconds are there in one minute?

How many hours are there in one day?




Unscramble the words to complete this

week’s memory verse! ME|T||]|"|_,| verse

Come to me, allyou that are YOWCT ‘
and are carrying heavy rdune bS,

and | will give you rest.

Come to me, all you that are and are carrying heavy

, and | will give you rest.

Matthew 11:28

During Bible times—and on some farms .
today—animals were used to pull plows. Dld 'I'UU_ ""D'W?
They wore something called a yoke to pull : .

the plow. A yoke looked like this. Yokes are
very heavy.

Heavy or Light

In the Gospel today, Jesus tells us that when times are tough, he will take our
burdens. Burdens can be heavy, but Jesus makes them light. Which of these
things is heavier than the other?
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Finding Rest

Jesus knew it could be tiring and even discouraging to follow in God’s waly.

So he told his disciples to come to him to find rest. We are invited to come to
Jesus when we pray. Psalm 145 is a song of praise. Use the code to discover
the message in verse 9.
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The big numbers in your Bible are chapter
numbers. The small numbers are verse

LR gible Tip!
numbers. To look up Matthew 11:28, go to

chapter 11 in Matthew. Find verse 28.




Help!

In worship today we learned that Jesus helps us when we need it most.
When do you need help? Write or draw about it here:

How can you help others¢ Write or draw about it here:




