Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 16, 2023 | 9:15 AM



All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of race, culture,
ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation,

e& physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration
Saln , 6'0@ path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive
9, congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and
‘~ learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to
do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for
a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from
one another and growing together on this journey of faith, grace, and love.
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Share Christ’s Love.
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Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35).

Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in
contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon.

Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their
noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available.

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers.
Please inform an usher if you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew.

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of our offerings to the
mission of the wider church through the NJ Synod of the ELCA and to many other mission
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of your offerings and tithes.

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network.
Download the free WaveCast app to your phone Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use
your own headphones to listen. 5 7

Ministers: The People of Saint John’s

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. Blake A. Scalet, Pastor pastorbscalet@stjohnssummit.org
Christopher Harlow-Jennings, Director of Music charlowjennings@stjohnssummit.org
Carolyn Rothman, Church Administrator crothman@stjohnssummit.org
Jama Bowman, Communications Coordinator jamabowman@stjohnssummit.org
Deacon Linda Walker, Minister of Children’s Faith Formation wk154linda@gmail.com

Harold Wyss, Weekday Sexton

We're delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and
photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office.




Prayer Before Worship
Author of Life, Living Word, Holy Breath, we have stumbled through the week and
groped our way back to this place. Illumine the steps before us and write your word on our
hearts, for we carry the name of Jesus and would walk in the light of his love. Amen.

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

ELW Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book
ACS Al Creation Sings: Purple Book

PRELUDE Chorale Prelude on New Britain George Shearing

WELCOME

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 533 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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I O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi-on, let me en - ter there,
2 (Gra-cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
5 Speak, O God,and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it 1s plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
may [ un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed 18 this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here 18 balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680



APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al-might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we

give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,
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Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,



you a-lone are the Most
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High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho -1y Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A -
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and

love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING [Isaiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
Y50 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
PInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.




PSALM 65:5-13
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1. You vis - it all the earth, O Lord, and wa - ter
2. You drench the fur - rows, smooth the fields, make soft the
3. May des - ert fields be filled with herds, and hills be
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it a - bund - dunt - ly; your stream  runs full; pre -
ground with  heav - y rain; you crown  with good - ness
clothed with glad - ness, too; may mead - ows clothe them -
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par - ing grain, you make pro - vis - ion rich and free.
all the year and leave rich paths ac - Cross the plain.
selves with flocks and fields with grain and sing to  you.
Text: Psalm 65:9-14 para. © 2008 Christopher L. Webber. Used by permission. ROCKINGHAM OLD

Music: Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt. Public domain. LM

SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11

'There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. *For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. *For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, *so that the just requirement of
the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
*For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. °To set the mind on
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For this reason the mind
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and
those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

’But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in you,
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 'If the Spirit
of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The reader concludes: The word of the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God.



Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le - lu - 1a Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.
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GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. *Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.
And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. *And as
he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. *Other seeds fell on
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. “But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they
withered away. 'Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. *Other
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty. *Let anyone with ears listen!”

8“Hear then the parable of the sower. "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is
what was sown on the path. °As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy; *'yet such a person has no root, but endures only
for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. *As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing,.
»But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another
thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON The Rev. Blake A. Scalet



Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY LBW 236 When Seed Falls on the Good Soil
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I When seed falls on  good soil, it’'s  born through qui - et toil,

2 God’s Word in  Christ is seed; good soil  its ur - gent need;

3 Plow wup the trod - den way, and clear the stone a - way;
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where soil re-ceives, the earth con-ceives the blade, the stem, the fruit, the leaves.
for it must find in hu - man-kind the fer-tile soil in heart and mind.
tear out the weed, and sow the seed. Pre-pare our hearts your Word to heed,
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Good soil, oh, moth - er earth, the womb, where seed takes birth.
Good soil! A hu - man field! A hun - dred - fold to yield.
that we good soil may be. Be - gin, O Lord, with me!

Text: Norman P. Olsen b. 1932 © 1976 Norman P. Olsen, admin Augsburg Fortress
Music: WALHOF, Frederick F. Jackisch b. 1922 © Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

APOSTLES’ CREED
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of mercy, Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION



GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If you would like to make a one-time or recurring
electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummiit.org or scan this code.

OFFERING MUSIC Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil Handt Hanson
Kim Kanafke, soprano

Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your Word.
Where love can grow and peace is understood. When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.

Lord, let my heart be good soil. Handt Hanson
Please stand.
OFFERTORY
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Meal

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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san -na in the high-est, ho - san-na in the high-est.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Please be seated.

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON

If you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time.
The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if you need a gluten free wafer.
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup.
Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups.

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table.
If you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you

take a-way the sin

of the world; have mer - cy on
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 824 This Is My Father’s World
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1 This 18 my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
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na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God 1is the rul - er yet.
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This 1s my Fa-ther's world; I rest me 1n the thought of
This 1s my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This 1s my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the won-ders wrought.
rus - tling grass | hear him pass; he speaks to me ev-ry-where.
Lord is king, let heav-en ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852—1930, adapt.




Please stand.

BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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Now, Lord, you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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na - tions and the glo-ry of your peo - ple Is - ra - el

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us
with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the
world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many
peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Sending

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN ELW 547 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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I Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess -ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take Ileave.
the tasks of our ev -ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, 1in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice In all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, 1 - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead wus; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.



DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Fanfare Ronald Arnatt




July 16, 2023
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God.
Rummage Sale, ends TODAY! Come see what’s left to help support Youth Missions!

Summit’s Community Night, July 18 at 6:30 PM on the Village Green. Community Night is
part of the “Hot Summer Nights” Concert Series. St. John’s representatives are needed to meet
our neighbors. Sign up in the weekly email.

Godspeed & Farewell for longtime member, Wilma Packard, July 23 as she moves to MA.

Family Movie Night, July 23: Join us to watch the children’s documentary “1000% Me:
Growing Up Mixed.” With humor and sensitivity, filmmaker and comedian W. Kamau Bell
tackles the joys and challenges of growing up mixed-race through conversations with kids and
families in the San Francisco Bay Area, including his own. Dinner will be served at 5:30 PM
and the movie will begin at 6:00 PM.

Pastor Blake will be on vacation July 24-August 14. Please contact Carmen Johnson, Council
President or the church office in the event of a pastoral emergency.

LSMNJ BACKPACKS due August 6: We are once again collecting school items for students in
the LSMNJ’s affordable housing program. This year the physical collection of backpacks at
church has returned. Please shop for the supplies and return filled backpacks to St. John’s by
Sunday, August 6. Contact Helen Dachowicz if you have any questions. See the weekly email
for more details.

At Cross Roads Summer Camp, your child will have the opportunity to explore nature, build
new friendships, and create In addition to a wide range of activities, Cross Roads believes in the
importance of community and teamwork and the programs are designed to build confidence,
foster leadership skills, and promote social skills. This is a fantastic way to give your child the
gift of adventure, friendship, and fun this summer. Visit crossroadsretreat.com to register.

Thank You! To the entire St. John’s community, Shai and I, both want to offer our most
profound thanks. Our wedding was so special and it never would have been possible without all
of the love, support, and hard work we received from so many. Everything was beautiful and
your generosity was astounding. The congregation’s extremely generous financial gift was
absolutely amazing—unexpected but so appreciated. Above everything, we are so grateful to be
part of this wonderful community of people who are truly family to us. Thank you, thank you, a
thousand times, thank you. In Gratitude, Blake & Shai
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