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Guests are welcome. We are pleased you are worshiping with us today. So that we may be in 

contact with you, we invite you to sign the guest book in the narthex. Our programs are open to 
all and you are invited to participate. We hope you will worship with us again soon. 

 Children are welcome. We encourage them to attend worship with their parents—even their 

noise and restlessness are surely a delight to God. Children’s bulletins are available. 

To assist you during worship: Large print worship bulletins are available from the ushers. 

Please inform an usher if  you would like the pastor to commune you at your pew. 

Offerings: St. John’s is a tithing church. We dedicate a percentage of  our offerings to the 

mission of  the wider church through the NJ Synod of  the ELCA and to many other mission 
partners. We are able to support these ministries because of  your offerings and tithes.  

Assisted Listening: To access assisted listening, Connect to the StJohnsALS WiFi network. 

Download the free WaveCast app to your phone. Tap ST_JOHNS_ALS to connect. Please use 

your own headphones to listen.  

We’re delighted you’re worshiping with us. As part of our ongoing outreach, your voice and your image may be videographed and 

photographed and used by St. John’s for ministry purposes. For any questions or concerns, contact the church office. 

All are welcome at Saint John’s regardless of  race, culture, 

ethnicity, age, gender expression or identity, sexual orientation, 
physical or mental ability, socioeconomic position, immigration 

path, or faith journey. We believe that a diverse and inclusive 

congregation benefits all, and that we grow when we listen to and 
learn from those who are different from us. Scripture teaches us to 

do good and seek justice, and we invite you to join us in striving for 

a just world. We are committed to continuing the work of  anti-
racism, social and economic justice, and environmental care. We look forward to learning from 

one another and growing together on this journey of  faith, grace, and love.  

Jesus said: “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if  you have love for one 

another” (John 13:35). 



Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God. 

ELW   Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Red Book 

ACS   All Creation Sings: Purple Book 

 

PRELUDE   You Satisfy the Hungry Heart   Charles Callahan  

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 
 

In the mercy of  almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of  the church of  Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of  all your sins, in the name of  the Father, and of  

the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer Before Worship 

God, you have given us a dream of your world made whole, a heavenly realm that is 

near in heart and close at hand, and it is ours to choose each day.  

May our smallest acts of  courtesy, when transformed by your love,  
grow abundantly into a realm of  flourishing for all. Amen. 

From Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2 



GATHERING HYMN   ELW 522 As We Gather at Your Table 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   



HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of  your Son you 

bring us into your kingdom of  justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we 

may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING   1 Kings 3:5–12 
5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant 

my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in 

uprightness of  heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have made your 

servant king in place of  my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to 

go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of  the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant therefore an 

understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can 

govern this your great people?” 
 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 

asked this, and have not asked for yourself  long life or riches, or for the life of  your enemies, but 

have asked for yourself  understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your 
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and 

no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 119:129–136  

Spoken responsively. 
129Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
130When your word is opened it gives light; 

  it gives understanding to the simple. 
131I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

  as you always do to those who love your name. 
133Order my footsteps in your word; 

  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 

  and I will keep your commandments. 
135Let your face shine upon your servant 

  and teach me your statutes. 
136My eyes shed streams of tears, 

  because people do not keep your teaching. 

 

SECOND READING   Romans 8:26–39 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 

Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what 

is the mind of  the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of  God. 
 28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of  his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. 

 31What then are we to say about these things? If  God is for us, who is against us? 32He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of  us, will he not with him also give us 

everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 

is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of  
God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of  Christ? Will 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 

written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The reader concludes: The word of  the Lord. The assembly responds: Thanks be to God. 



Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

GOSPEL   Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of  heaven is like a mustard seed 

that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of  all the seeds, but when it has 

grown it is the greatest of  shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of  the air come and make 
nests in its branches.” 

 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of  flour until all of  it was leavened.” 
 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of  fine pearls; 46on finding one 
pearl of  great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of  

every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of  the age. The angels will come out and separate the 

evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of  fire, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of  teeth. 
 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of  a household 

who brings out of  his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

The Gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON  The Rev. Dámaris E. Porsch-Ortega  

 

 



Please stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ACS 952 The Reign of  God Like Farmer’s Field 



OFFERING MUSIC   Chorale Prelude on Erhalt uns, Herr   G. Winston Cassler  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of  mercy, Hear our prayer.  

 

PEACE 

The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

GATHERING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
We present offerings for God’s mission in the world through this congregation. Both visitors and members 
alike may use the pew envelope to make a contribution. If  you would like to make a one-time or recurring 

electronic contribution, you may visit www.stjohnssummit.org or scan this code. 



OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, 

that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

Please stand. 

OFFERTORY 



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 



Please be seated. 

RECEPTION OF COMMUNON 
If  you wish to receive communion, please approach the pastor one at a time. 

The pastor will place a wafer in your open hands. Please indicate if  you need a gluten free wafer.  
Wine is served from the chalice—either by intinction or drinking from the common cup. 

Wine and grape juice are available in pre-filled individual cups. 

All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 

If  you do not wish to commune, you may come forward for a blessing. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 484 You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  



Please stand. 

BLESSING 

The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us 

with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the 

world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many 

peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Sending 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord 

look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ACS 1000 God’s Work, Our Hand 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE   Intrada in G Major  Charles W. Ore 



July 30, 2023 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of  God by the Ray and Laura Snyder family. 

We welcome the Reverend Dámaris E. Porsch-Ortega as our supply pastor today and Wayne 

Dietterick as our guest organist. 

Applications are now being accepted for the Hinman Scholarship Fund. For any questions, 

please contact Linda Mesenbrink.   

Pastor Blake will be on vacation July 24–August 14. Please contact Carmen Johnson, Council 

President or the church office in the event of  a pastoral emergency. 

LSMNJ BACKPACKS due August 6: We are once again collecting school items for students in 

the LSMNJ’s affordable housing program. This year the physical collection of  backpacks at 

church has returned. Please shop for the supplies and return filled backpacks to St. John’s by 

Sunday, August 6. Contact Helen Dachowicz if  you have any questions. See the weekly email 

for more details. 

Thanks to your donations, in 2022, St. John’s donated $14,800 to ELCA World Hunger. These 

funds helped ELCA World Hunger provide 436 grants to partners in 67 countries and 57 ELCA 

synods, serving over 3.3 million people worldwide. For Lutheran Disaster Response, we donated 
nearly $4,800 to assist people in 42 countries and 26 states and territories, responding to natural 

disasters, migration, and conflicts including the war in Ukraine. St. John’s also donated over 

$4,700 to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. Thanks for your continued support of  
these ministries that are helping so many people.  

Cross Roads Women’s Retreat, October 20–22: The Women’s Retreat at Cross Roads is 

designed to provide a sanctuary for women to reconnect with themselves, foster meaningful 

connections with like-minded individuals, and embark on a journey of  self-discovery and 

renewal. This retreat is a unique opportunity for you to prioritize self-care, gain valuable 
insights, and create lasting memories. See the weekly email for more information.  

At Cross Roads Summer Camp, your child will have the opportunity to explore nature and 

build new friendships. In addition to a wide range of  activities, Cross Roads believes in the 

importance of  community and teamwork and the programs are designed to build confidence, 
foster leadership skills, and promote social skills. This is a fantastic way to give your child the 

gift of  adventure, friendship, and fun this summer. Visit crossroadsretreat.com to register. 

Volunteer Puppy Raisers Needed: The Seeing Eye, in Morristown is seeking volunteer puppy 

raisers from all walks of  life who will nurture and care for their puppies from 7 weeks of  age 
until they are about 15 months old. The volunteer foster family provides love, care, obedience 

training and social exposure to assist the puppy in becoming a future Seeing Eye dog. Puppies 

are taught basic manners and commands and are socialized to a variety of  social situations and 
experiences. The Seeing Eye provides lots of  support to its volunteer puppy raisers. For more 

information visit seeingeye.org/raise. To speak to an actual volunteer puppy raiser, contact Joe 

Duffy at (973) 296-2499 or email at joe.duffy@dcm-associates.com. Application link can be 
found in the weekly email. 

mailto:dackpack@aol.com
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